


India’s National Curriculum Framework,

2005, outlines four crucial prerequisites for

social transformation:
* access to schooling

* an adequate teaching-learning
environment

* an appropriate school curriculum, and

* an empowered and inclusive teaching
community.

Implicit in that framework is the belief
that the purpose of education is to
produce young men and women of
character, ability and intellect, in possession
of moral values and the ability to make
balanced decisions. Implicit in that belief,

in turn, is an understanding that education
is about the development of the self. In
the school scenario, the library is central
to that.

The school library is a place, typically, where
children can experience freedom from the
four walls of the classroom.

It's also a place that awakens and

fosters reading habits among children,
where they can exercise their choice of
book selection to enlighten their minds.

At the school library at Bluebells School,
New Delhi, the aim is to provide a rich
learning environment for children. That's
reflected in a change in nomenclature

from a library to an ‘Information Centre,’

a change that came into effect since the
Curriculum Design and Resource Centre
was established in the 2005-2006 academic
year. The school's library services and

curricular development are now closely
aligned. As Bluebells Principal Suman Kumar
puts it, ‘Faced with mixed ability classes, we
were driven to contemplate a higher degree
of resource-based learning, and this in tum
compelled us to consider a resource centre.’

The school library is a place,
typically, where children can
experience freedom from the
four walls of the classroom.
It's also a place that awakens
and fosters reading habits
among children, where they
can exercise their choice of
book selection to enlighten

their minds.

By requiring students to use their school
library or resource centre for at least
one period a week, as suggested by the
Kothari Commission, schools will go a
long way in encouraging reading. A major
problem, however, is that while school
libraries or resource centres have been a
subject of policy recommendations for a
long time, a functioning library in a school
continues to be a rarity.

A school library or resource centre should
provide the following services:

* expertise and space for the display of
materials and information



organisation of story hour, book talks,
book debates, essay competitions, letter
writing competitions, quizzes and the like

a reader advisory service

systems for reservation and circulation
of materials

assistance in the use of catalogues,
reference books, and in the search for
and location of curriculum materials

and other resources

the provision of information on request,
as well as maintenance of vertical files
containing pamphlets, prospectuses,
reports, press clipping and the like

* the preparation of reading lists and lists of

new acquisitions, and
* interlibrary loans.

Vertical files containing pamphlets,
prospectuses, reports, press clippings and
so on form the basis of reference services
by school libraries or resource centres and
local public libraries. Keep in mind, libraries
located in Delhi can borrow from the
Delhi Public Library and the British Council
Library. Beyond Delhi, interlibrary loans can
be a boon for both teachers and students,
while a website maintained by the librarians
of a neighbourhood cluster of schools could
share best practices and new materials

developed by different schools.

Story telling, especially for small children,
can be done by the librarian or the teacher.
If done well, it can stimulate the interest of
children in the world of books, book talks,
book debates, essay competitions, quizzes
and so on. Such events can be part of a

school's morning assembly too.

There is also a growing need for users to
be informed about the resources available
in the library or resource centre. User
education consists of user awareness,

interest profiling and library orientation as




well as library instruction. Library orientation

provides users with an awareness of the
physical location of different sections of
the library or resource centre and available
services. Library instruction is a teaching
function, the aim being systematically to
teach the user how to use a library or
resource centre including use of documents
and services. Library instruction is a learning
process. Students and indeed teachers
might need assistance in: use of catalogues;
use of information technology and access
to the internet; searching for and locating

documents; and use of reference books.

Informative literacy sessions for students
new to the school should also be initiated
by the librarian and should include
instruction about and exposure to the

computer technology available in the school.

Every classroom should have a library of
materials that is large and diverse enough to
provide daily opportunities for students to
read self-selected materials.

Essentially, the library or resource centre
should be the nodal centre in your school,
and library or resource centre staff should
work in coordination with all faculties,
building linkages to guide staff in the
selection and ordering of new books and

other curriculum resources.

The National Curriculum Framework 2005
stresses the need for future planning to
treat the library or resource centre as an
essential component in schools at all levels.
In the initial stages of planning, block-level
or cluster-level libraries can be mooted and
enriched. In future, India must move towards
equipping every school, irrespective of its
level, with a library. In many parts of the
country, community libraries are functioning
in rural areas and government libraries
exist in many district headquarters. Future

planning should amalgamate these in a

school library network in order to maximise

available resources.

Schools that already have a functioning
library should set up a curriculum design and
resource centre, and ensure that lessons

are so designed that this becomes the focal

point of all learning in school.

Ideally, a library or resource centre is as a
self-access centre where students can study
independently, using a quiet reading area
with comfortable seating, or using areas to
work as a group for speaking activities, or
for video watching and the like.

Teachers have known for years that the
more contact children have with books,
the better readers they become. For
that reason, all teachers need their own
classroom library, which depends on the
loan of materials from the main library or
resource centre, in order to maintain vital
learning environments in schools.

Ideally, a library or resource
centre is as a self-access centre
where students can study
independently, using a quiet
reading area with comfortable
seating, or using areas to

work as a group for speaking

activities, or for video watching
and the like.

Innovative practices at Bluebells School

* Members of staff at the school understand
the importance of an activity-based
curriculum and believe in the ethos
that children learn by doing and are co-
constructors of knowledge. The school
enables an activity-based curriculum by
making linkages across the curriculum.

Pictured, page 10: Ajit Narayan, with students
and staff at Bluebells School; Kamlesh Mohindera,
with students and staff at Bluebells School;
students in the Bluebells School Library.

Pictured left: Paro Anand, with students at
Bluebells School.

Pictures courtesy Bluebells School.

Middle School students work across

the curriculum by writing, scripting

and dramatising plays based on their
Supplementary Readers, which are a part
of their English Language Curriculum.
Roald Dahl's Matilda was enacted as a
library enrichment program, with further
interdisciplinary linkages demonstrated by
the students studying Multimedia as an
SUPW option who made films of Matilda,
as well as Qutub Minar and Humayun’s
Tomb, which linked to Social Science and
were publicly screened at Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage — an
organisation working to promote and
conserve art and culture.

Members of staff at the school believe

a reading culture is just as important for
teachers as it is for students. Accordingly,
all teachers have one period in their
time-table for library reference work.

The school has a partnership with the
Newspaper in Education Program of
English dailies like the Hindustan Times,
the Times of India and the Hindu.

The librarian coordinates competitions
featured in the School Times and is
responsible for collecting entries by
students and having them checked by
subject teachers before dispatching

them to the press.

Anita Choudhary is the head of the department
of humanities at Bluebells School, New Delhi.

Links:

For more on Bluebells School, visit www.
bluebellsinternational.com or email bluebels@
rediffmail.com For more on Indian National Trust
for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH), visit
www.intach.org






