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surveys relai~c:d ·to Ausi;ral.i.an sc.hool J_i brarj_s::~ which 

have a1Ypee,reC. in recen-c years, and i:n partj_cu1aJ_· 

since -tbe influential Fenwick He port of ·! 966 J -;~estify 

to the upsurge of interest in school librariec &ur~ng 

the 'l 960' ::>, an interest v:hj.ch was rev1c:-J.:rdea by the then 

CommonvIGal th Government's 1968 commitment i;o 't;hE) 

provisj_on of· substantial f.i:nancial aid :for s.:,co:nda::·y 

school librarjes. 

The period 1973-1976 was chosen for thi& 
review because most of the relevani; documen·ts ·to the 

end o:f ·1972 vrnre discussed in the Commorr,,rnal th Seccnc1a.Ty 

School Li bra:::.:·ies Research Pro ~i ec·t pape:.:.· No,, :3, ~~ R.ev-i .. ~: 

of S ·tu._Q.J.::s; s _?-:nd -~~2::.v e ~[.~_R::.-: l§:_-t; e ~---!_C!,_ __ S qh ~o J. Lib 1:'5.!7' i. ?.£....l-E. 
The purpose o:f 

the present paper is to continue on from where i~hat 

Re~ .fi.nished, and by bringing together as many studies 

as I could gain access to, to help update the record o~ 

Australian school library studies. 

I have not; isola·tecl tho 11 academic 11 :::;tudies 

as a g:cotLl) o.r.., the above--rnentioned ~_sn1 did~ :for so1:::e 

11 1:'.J..cacLem::LcH ones~ such as tl1.e Schoo=t. Librarj_cs He search 

Project studies from the Faculty 0£ Education at Monash 

U1d:versity, define their area of :r·esea:cch on a sta ... ce 

or national basis, and so the category o:f national, 

state or loc:2.l fJeems a us.::::iuJ. and rn.ean.ingi.'uJ. d:Lvir:d.on 

for theso J.ater papers. 

It will be noticed thct ! have lncJ.udcd some 



? ,_. 

'.!~he: Cor;1monweal th Governmeni~ '~; g:can·ting •:;:.::· 

cons~derable financial aupport for school libraries 

was a J_a.ndmark v1hen announced in I 968, anc\ muc:n CJ~ 

the subsequent research into Australian school 

li.braries has been concerned with the impact of this 
innova·t;i on. The most comprehensive account of the 

origin. and implementation (Jf the CommonweaJ_ th JJi brar5_..:::s 

Scheme appears .in an unpublished Ph.D. i~heDis by 

Smart ( ·1975), ~ede::.zal Aid. to Aus-tralian S(~pool~_; 
·which puts this sch.eme a.:nd the earlier Commonweal th 

Science Laboratories P:i.~ogramme into his·torical 

perspective as the first two major national schemes 
of Federal aid to schools. Smart carried out the 

study between 1971 and 1975 in the Education Research 

Unit within the Research Scho61 of Social Sciences 

at the Australian National Un~versity, and through 

extensive documentary and oral research, se·t out 

"to provide • . . • an understanding of' the o:cifsins, 

implementation and implications 11 (Pre£acetxvii) of 

the Commonwealth Science Laboratories Programme and 

Commonueal th Li b:r-ar·ios Scheme. 

These two educational innovations were 
considered 1:.J:i thj_n thG context of' nthe troubJ_ed a:rea 

o::C CoE11no:>.1W83.J_ t:ti.-~3tat e :financial relations i:n educ a ti er:. n 

(p. 3 30) , \·rhi ch tho re sea:r·cher no-tccl at tirnc!S resembJ_ 2d 
II f':cici;j_on.:1=L f'ed(n:aJ.j.srn" :re~th er ·than "co-opeTa-i;ive 

federalism 11 , as somo States were try~ng to m~~ntain 

some degree of independence, but did not wan·t to reject 

.{•, -

.J. UJ. th:Lf> 



::i::-.ro pa:•:"l~:i:cuJa:::· prcbJ.em:'J mentioned by Sma~·:··~~ 

w~th ~~~pect ·to the im~lemsntation of the Librariea 

Scheme were ~he inequitj_es betw00n Sta~e and 

independent schools in the allocation of funds and 

the scarcity 0£ qualified teachor-libra±ians and 

other library personnel. The latter deficiency was 

also emphasised in ·the Commonwe9.l th Seconc1ary School 

JJibraries Research Project report, Secondary Sc~1ool 

Libraries in Australia: a Renart on the Evaluation of 
~--- -----~ _____ _;,:..;:::...;:;..;;.;"-

lli~-Q~w8~t1"-:____§_ec;.2Edary_J)cho9._l5 Lib::c·aries ProgrP-.I'J::11"3 

(c.s.s .. L.R .. P~ ,"1972:215) 1 which ·:;ras included. in Lundin 1 s 

a:fo::ce-rr.e11:tioned 1973 ~:.?..~~._:~(c.s .. s.TJ~R.P. ,No. 3, 1973:2·1 ) .. ' 

The preparation of suitably qualified school 

librarians received att0ntion at a residential workshop 
organised by the Commonwea1·l:;h Dt1par·tmen-i:; of Education 

and Science and held in Oan·berra) i-4 Angus-'c ~ i 97 2 ~ 

Thirty-five representatives attended frcm State Education 

Departments, non-government schools, tertiary institutions 

"'ch0n running courses fo:.t' school li brari.ans, the Li.bra::c~1-

Association o:f AustraJ.ia, and the Anstralian Schoel 

Library Association. This even:t;, a:ncl its subsequent 

Report, ~d13-e_::, tiQ.;~!._for Scr:S'..Ql._Li~~:~:L.'ianshi.J2. ( i 973) arc 
significant in the d.evelopme::J:t o:f schooJ_ l.ibra::cianship, 

for they represent the first official national 

statement on the education of the school librarian in 

Auetral~a, being more comprehensive in scope, for 

example, ·than the 1967 L.A.A. Oomn:.J. -t;tee renort The 
- ' ----·· 

In the Keynote address, Dr M. Balson, 0£ 

Monaoh University~ detailed changes in concepts o~ 

eclucatJon }.D :t.'ecc:n-:.-1:; y,:«:t:L'S, and }J~Lacecl the role of ·Lb.<.~ 

loa1~ing and resource-·bascd, roseaLch-o~~entG<l 

"'; s1.:lec;t~SfJ o:f c1.~·J~r j ·u.t:.i\1·~Ldllf:).J :! .. ~:>ec·i ~):c·og::i:·::·:Jn:·1!~-~ 
ll ~!_")()l"J. ·t~ }·1 ~~~~ i. :t ~=-- ~i ~· :L ~- j. f: r: I. C: c· .i. ()11 a. ·r1c1 

( f!' 
\ 
/ :. 



J.n ·:;he.5.:.:: :i'..'in.s.1 wt;e:tewent on ech1cat.:i m1 J'o:r 

school libra:r.i.ansh)_p; the pe:~rticipo.n-ts :cecoDrnJEmded. 

three areas of competeuce: in the fields oi teaching~ 

librarianship and adm~nistration, as well as the 

undertaking of tertiary education to the level of a 

~hird year major within another academic field. 
An admirable feature o:f the report is the way in 

which it ana1.ysed. objectives :for each of these three 

areas of training, with respect to both general aims 

and specific outcomes, so a composite picture of the 

role of the school librarian emerg~s in some detail. 

'J:he 1"i::.1.al Recorn.mendations of -t..;he report 

listed the .variety of possible approaches to educatio~ 

for school librarianship, suggested that a survey be 
undertaken on possj.bJ.e external courses for school 

librarianship, that guidelines bp established for a 

course to ~repare audio-visual specialists in resource 
centres, and that criteria be examined to provide 

suitable selection procedures for entrance to teacher-

librarian courses. 

Follow-up on the above recommendations was 

slow, but external courses in school librarianship ar~ 

now a realitys and further attention to resource staff 

traini.ng v1as given by the Schools Commission's 

sponsoring of a workshop on the education cf resoui~ce 

support staff at Port Sorell, Tasmania, 8-13 June,1975. 

A d:ca:ft rer)ort o:f thi.s seminar, enti t~Led. ~---£~~~.ti~~:§::!. 

.SendIJaJ_> Worksho1) f·or the Ed.1,icat;j_on of· Hf:Bou~cce Su-;-~11cn:·i; 
·--··---~---,.,, ____ ,,_..,.~- .. ----.~~~ ............ .,~-----~~~,.--........ -...-,.----""--"'--' .... '"'"--"'·----~--,-----·-~~~---,---~~-~J...- ........ --.-.-
§~~8f~~' vr2_::.:; :p:ci.:n.ted. a:-J a recorcc of proceGd::Ln;::;s, 2.r~d .i.""'c 

expected that ~hio will shortly be edited and revised 

bc:f:'o:r:e publication~ 
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other than "::he person in cha:rgG"' '1.'hifJ wo1JJ {t then 

cover· othe:r· -1..~ea,cher-li brarians ~ l:i b:carJ.;;,,ns: J.].br2.:!::·zr 

assistants, media/audio visual specialists, media 

assist.ants, libx'ary techn:i.cian::; 1 cJ.erical assistc:u1ts 

and aides. 

One of the proble1:is >·:hi.ch a:r·ose in def"ining 

type,s of' support staff requLr:·ec1, .i.:n de:::o;cribing 

corr11)etencies, identifying tasks to l)e performed. by 

dii'feren-'c support staff, and developi11g guidelinr:;s for·· 

the p:i.:'epara ti on of support staf'i' was i;ha-t; many ·[;e:.;:'ms; 

such as 11 J_i brary technician" c::.nii ti educational 

:i~.echnologist", could be interpreted. in cJ:i.:f:foreni; \·.rays. 

Despite such differences, agreement seemed to be 

unive-rsal thai:t tho provision of resoure:e service m:i_pport 

staff was an i~portant priority. Thus the follow~ng 

two d:iJaft recormnenda tions weJ::e rnsde: 

Tha:\~ the SchooJ.o Conunissj_on be requested tc p::covide 
:funds for courses j_:n alJ_ States to prepaTo Tesource 
service support staff along the lines of the guiQelines 
approved at ·this Seminar/WorJ::shope 

The SehooJ.s Commission be anoroached 1or :funds JC:o 
assist ins ti tut ions ·to prE~pa~'e and/ o:r 2:-ecru:U; su:i. .. tarJJ..y 
qualii':i.ed s·taf:f \·Jho can ·teach j_n programs desigD.eO. to 
prepare resource service staff. 

(}?R32) 

Two particular deficienc~es in tho 

OommonweaJ.·L;h JJibraries Scheme v1hich Smart ( ! 97:5) 

em.i:ihc.;.sisod~ ns.meJ_y the inequit;ieo bei.~1·H:;en Sta-Le ancl 

independent schools in the allocation of funds and the 

scarcity of qualified 

J:ia::.:·tj_et,J_ rmnc :Ln -u-1e 

.I 

teacher-librarians, reaeiYed 
l'"' G c~ c11n111 f~ri Ctc1tJ_0}'1.f3 o :f S c}1 c <) ~l f3 il:.. 

-- "• -e.._- • ...,..~,,_~..,_. ,~...._,.,__,.,, _,_ .. 

_1 1: · J.'o 



the (~s-(~1:;,!;Ji.shme:r1t o:f a p:cimary l.i b:r-arie,:3 p:r:;:.;g:~cam~E·2 

(which beg~"-n i.n i 9('/i.), the training of· teachr~:;:­

librarians (plus the replacement of those ~ndargoing 

traini:ng), and ·t;h~~ co:ni~i.nued extension a:ad •c;:z·~)fu·1.E,::Lon 

of the existing secondary libraries programme. 

One 6~ the main concerns of the report was 
:i.ts attei;ipi; ·to meet the needs o:f dj_sadvantaged si;1.:i.dents, 

and in making the above recommendations the Ccn;1mj_ t;tse 

stressed the importance of a variety 0£ good school 

1ibre.ry mat.:::rials :foi· children 11 in whose homc·c i..lrnre .is 

no access to books and where the level of 15."!'ez'E~cy i.s 

relatively low" (p.82). 

Special areas o:f library need ars also 

identified in the report by Pickering and Mo0ra: 

Li bi'~V ~er~ i c: e §.... -~-E~ e D Ls ad vaE~~..'.~·:K~.9-_:_.§:..]~~1:~0.~'..~--=.l; o _!:Q..2. 
NEd:;iC:l~ ( ·1973), one o:f a series .from the Au::;;t:r.·a1ian 

Librm:y Promotion. Council~ It is a provocative 
docume:n-t; containing much :Cood for thc.n12;11t, and al·d1ough 

it maker; li ttJ_e specific ref0re:nce to school :Li.1n:·aries 

as such, it has many ~mplications for those who believe 

that there should be close J.iaison between school and 

conm::mnity =Libraries and who see tho sc~1ool l:Lb:i::-2.r·y Elf~ 

:part of i~he educationa1. centre o::f a 0ornmunity oi-- as 

part of ·the community l s Jnformat;ion i1etv..rc1r}:: e I11 ad d.5. ti 011 

so r;chooJ. J.i b:ca):ies a.:.ce di:cect;J_y invo-1. ved. 
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grou:ps in the comrn.ijni ;_;ya ( p. 30) , and there are many 

valuc:.ble suggestj.ons for :i.m:proved services. For ex.ample, 

j_t is proriosod that the pe:;:-son of low socio-·economic sta'l',uG 

may :rejec:t the local libTary because of its hushed 

atmosphere and rules, and because much or~ 1.vhai; it oi~i:'e:rs· 

appears irrelevant to his needs. What would be more 

appropriate would be for the library to provide 

ninf'or:r.lation :r·elating to the essential ·tasks of day-to­

day li.ving 11 (p. 32), such 2.s in:forma-Gion on local communi.-t:y 

agencies, proposed local or State government works and 

activities (slum clearance, freeways), a.ad health and 

:family ·welfare agencies, with sta.J'.f presentj_ng a more 

sympathetic face than public libraries usually do. 

Suggestions of this type receive more ~etaiJ.ed treatment 

j_n Trask ( 197 Llr) , through the conce:pt of a conr.1unit;y 

library and information service. 

Pickering and Modra emphnsise the lihrary 

needs of migrants~ including foreign language print 

ma:terj.aJ.s ':Jhich c£tn inform them abou-{~ Australj_a, suppJ.ies 

of foreign language bookstock, and bi-lingual librarians. 

The report lists adults with reading and learning 

~roblerns as another disadvantaged group; public libraries 

as the;;': exis~c a·t~ present must appea:c to thern as simpJ.y 

another irrel8'v2ncy in a prin-t;-dornin.a-t; eo. so c:Le..1cy. It 

suggested that a library's stock should includs ~or~ 
eaf3y .. -·t;o~read 2.dL1J.t; rnatsrial as ':!811 as a:ud:!.o· .. ·\1:Lst.1al 

materj_al Jco cater :fo:c cLdul ts vrho arc:: ba:cely Li."t:r:::::re. te ~ 

'.~he :f:':LnClings of the J.a te:r· ( 
A r"( r -1 f) ) i ~:J u: j : 



1r~J.e qyietnes s ! orderlines i::: e:~1d. rules 

trad5.-Lionally associated w.:i:th J.iDX\3.r:i.ei3 ha-ve been 

mentioned by Pickering and j\fodra as i:nhi.bi ting :factorn 

to teenage library users, and i-t is p-ro:;:iosed the.t e., 

change in library planning and atmosphere could do much 

to bring more young adults into libraries; or perhaps 

a l.ibrary could be set up in a more acecssibJ.e plnce 

such as a storefront in an urban area. 

The c:ged and handicapped make up a J.a::.~ge 

secJcj_on of the community, with enormous and varied. 

needs for library services. Their lack of mobility, 
specj_al ha.ndicaps such as loss of s:Lgh·t or hearLng 1 

loneliness or pain necessitate library services of 

different kinds, with ease of access to suitable 

materials being one of the main needs. Hospital 

patients share some of their problems, with the added 

di:f:fj_cuJ.i.~y that for most, their stay :1-s relatively 

shori.:t. 

The provision of· library f~ervices to 

prisoners is probably the most controversial area 

listed. The authors state that the potential role of 

effective prison library service in education and 

rellard_J_i tation is worth investigating, and sugge:-:d; 

that a la\·I J.i b:rary s e:r-vice should oe ccnsic1ei~ed 1 2.s 

well as ecluca-'ciona,l and recreationc.J. J.ibraTy seTY5.C'2S e 

The first sect~on of Trask's report for 

the Australian Library Promotion Council, 

Qg2':_1~t~~'::13~=h!Y ; a 
( -,· () '1' /;_) e~r f'.:>}d-,J] -: 1"1· c, '' t"J· -:_, !:~i' 11 ·-"1 C• 0 I"' 'L ~ -l)rO:: 1·· \7" H (">">»•ri c (~ C-• _) I / _,f.:..t..;:; •• ~J. ---1·-· .'-.. ~-' .f..t: .. ->- .I.. .U · ...J... -~'-~·-,/ ··- _,.i.. \ -- -'t-1 



do c:x.on:p}.::i_:t'y t~~.e need for :!.ibrari.ec3 to Joo}': out\·l2~rds 

i,o the community they se::r.:-vB, pa:.cticule.rl:·l -l;ll.c~ 70~~ 

i;;ho are 11 :i.nfo:rma·t;j_onally disadvantaged 11 , and to ll.Se 

"a va1::-iEd;y of outlets i;o suit vari_e:d :needs and 

sifa.1.a~cions 11 (:p. 2-1), which :Ls aJ.so one o:f Pickerj_ng and 

Ifoc1ra' s main theses c 

One planning concept particularly applicable 

to school li~raries is the use o~ regions as a base for 

the provision of library service. With the growth 0£ 

regional education offices, informal school library 

networks are now being established so that libraries 

can assist each other. 

One of the main contributions of this 

report is the way Trask emphasi.f;es the j_dea o:f a 

library as a network of services, not just a building, 

The report stresses the importance of i.nformation 

serv5.ces bej_ng available -t;o 11 alJ. levels of the 

commun.i.ty j.n e,n easiJ.y understood :format and. :f:r.·om 

roacliJ.y accensibJ.e centres 11 (p. ·16). 

Although Trask concedes that the combined 

schoo~t--co111munity lj_brary is sti.J.l only a pobsJh.i.li ty 

because of conflicts in its implementation with dual 

responsi biJ.. i·ty, she :feels that ·the:ce i.s ne-vcrthGJ.(-:Sfl 

a need for a more open approach to library service, 
cp.1cd;j_ng W. Drown, the Toenimi::Lm1 :::>t;at0 Iiib:c2,rie.n (p.20) 

on the va1ue of' j.:ni;ogration and. <":O··-o:ccU.nation in 

pro\1i(lj_:ng a rno:ce ef'f'icient serv:Lce t:bJ.n o·\;hcJ:".d_;:;;e. 

a brj.c:!: n1on-U ()11 :l.:n. th(~ 1 S69 J~ust:.ca1:1 .. c:~n J:,i~):ear.:r 

I;:con,ut:i.on CouJ1ci} pu bl le:c:.;.-L :l. or~, 



~!ht: pOEH3:i biJ.i ty c:f :f.'u-'curs sch•)Ol· e;cmi;n~.n.1.i;y 

libraxy co-operation iR suggested in the wide-ranging 

Public Libraries in Au::;tralia: Rc;-r)or-t of the Comrni ttce 
-··--·k-----~--~- ·-----~~----"·-----...-·--------·----

of Inouiry j_nto 
---~-..l.'...-

Public Libraries (1976). .AJ.though 

this report set out prj_marily to 11 inquire into and 

report upon the current role and ef£ectiveness of 

State j regional and mun.icipaJ. J.ibraries in. serving the 

ini'orrnation and recreation :needs of the c011m1uni ty 11 
( p. ·j ) , 

attention was also to be pa.i.d to tl:i.e "relation~1hip between 

pubJ.ic LLbraries and J.ibrarics in. educs.tion ce:n·c:r:es 11 (p.1)" 

Commenting on ·the f'act i.;ha·t the tern 
11 Communi t;;r J~ibrary" means dii'ferent ·t;h:l.ngo to di:fferent 

people, the report makes a cautious assessmer.!.t of· the 

flrture potentiaJ_ of sc:hooJ_-comrnuni ty .J.ibrarieB, and 

recommends (pei14) that 11 arrangements ::»hOl}.ld. be mado 

by State Library Authorities for monitoring and 

evs.luai~ion of all pi~ojects f'or school-ccnmn.:.ni.-ty 

libraries, and of other projects involving co-operation 

between public libraries and libraries in education 

centres 11 • One oi' the main prob1.ems pin-pointed l::.q 

the report is the fact that many school libraries are 

still only barely serv±rtg their school's needs, and 

so as yet ar(:; 11 no·t: i.·rell pl.aced to <:vt-'cempt to 

provicle jo.:!.n-t; scb.ool a:nd. publi.c: library sc:r·vicell (p~ 3·i) ·' 

Jic)'t._vt:!Vt=.;x-, 011 1narty o cc as j_ ()11!3 ( s s C::' LZP c·.r)rnrne11cl2,-'c; ion. 

24; :for GXGJnple) the :ceport eornmencls the iclea OJ': 

liG,:Lson and c.;o-opG:ea.tj_on bet'.lef::::n. J.i.brarj_es, C:JJ1d si;resf3es 
. ' ., , II ll • r.• !- • 1- I· ··1 1 • ' 

1;110 j}GC:Cl :r:"or a :tn:-:o:crna·L>ion sou:cces L.:cc;__; )(:': :1.Ei:;er·-

.i.011 neJ~.-~ricc:.:t:·: c:iri(l ~ao-t jt1s·t; 1:=;J..r::.cee,1 -to ot·,~;::ii.11 

bo 0 }; [: (! CJ~}l ::.~.1" f:~ 0 b 8 ;:; 0 (~)1. iJ1 J? j~ cJ.c,:~~J:.· 1 _Li Ct}l(} i:: (; <1~CCt ( 1 9 'l 3) 



One or the most obvious evenues for 

rations.J.ioation e.nd i:rrtcgra.tion o.f library serv.ices 

is in cen-tralised i:;echn5cel services 1 and J;~~bli.c; 

JJibrari~s in Aust:r-a:);.j.a. sounds a timel.y warnj_ng in 

its statement -:;hai.: 11 there is a real danger that 

incompatibJ.e r;ystems will be developed in l •. ustralia 

because of _,cb.e lack of guideli.nes which c2..n be 

observed by those developing such systemsn(p.83). 

This report f'oreshadm.-rn "great develop111ent;s 11 in -the 

field of centralised bibl~ographic services, bu~ ~t 

remains to be seen hm•r much integration there ;vill 

be o~ public and school bibliographic services. 

In 1974- the SchooJ.s Cc.mmission made f'unds 

available for the Working Party on .R.oseaTcb ancl 

Development of AACOBS (the Australian Advisory 
Council on Bibliographical Sei~vices) to bring together 

twmrl:;y-fouT J. i br2.ria11s, educ a tor;::; and eompu.ter 

specialists for a three-day conference on the 

establishment of' national bi bJ.iographi.cal. services 

for school libraries. 

School Library Services(July,1974), refers, like 
------~"'·---.-...r'l!-~--• 

Trask(1974) to changing informational needs 
generated by new patterns of education, in particulaE 
to the 11 srd. f .. t .from central iscd and pre scrip-ti vo 

syllabuBes t !)Wards 1 o cal anc1 in di viduali.sed. 

curriculum devclopmonts 11 (p.1). It is felt that because 

of the resulting increase in demand for access to 

resource materials, school library staff should 

;freec1 f'rorn. t;ime-consumi.ng ts.sks af~soclated w1th the 

selection 9 acqu:Lr1ition and e:at;alogning o:f lib:cary 

materials, 

1 ., COU.J)_ 

to ros 
lJc; 

Hor thic purpose systems are needed to 

them 



co-ordin~tion of research. The main reco~nondatian 
\·;as that s. feasj_bili -'cy study be uri/i.e:3'_'-LE::k:en with 

Schools Commission funding to determine the best way 

to este.bl.ish central schooJ. libr&.:cy sc:i::-viceE! ,,.jhi.eh 

would be sensitive to local needs. 

Accordingly, in late 1974 D. Down and W. 

Young were seconded from the State College 0£ 

Victoria for several months to complete a feasibility 

study on central card cataJ_oguing services. Their 

report, SJat~):.ol'::uing for Scho2}:_;;3 ~ the Fea~ibili ty_Qf 

Catal6gue Card Services for All Schools in Australia, ______ ... ,,,.__________________________________ ~------

was p:r·eEH:H1·t;ed to the Schools Uormnissj_on early in 1975. 

Specifically, the study aimed to survey existing card 

services and identify levels of duplication, to 
develop a cos-'c analys:Ls o:f present card se:rvic.:es for 

schools, including that of' the Nai;i01:·.1.a1 JJj_brary, to 

examine the range of automated and manual systems 

suitable and recommend the most appropriate system, 

and. to make :recommendations o:n the methods a11d 

procedures necessary to implAment a catalogue card 

service for e.ll schools in Australia. 

The report recommended the establishment cf 

a central agency, the .Au::ot:caJ.ian School Bi bJ.iogrs.phi.c 

Information Centre (ASBIC) in order to develop a data 

bank of cata.logue in:forrnation 2.nd to achie::vo maximu.rn 

co-operation among exj_sting cataJ.ogue ::iervicos. Four 

phases were distinguished for the establishment of 

centrnl cataloguing services, continu~ng through to 

record service data base was ~o be incorporated into 

uf ·[:}.;, .l:i. . J. 



or8anisa·t;ion 0£ the school ll ( Ju:ne 1 1 97 :>: ?..73) anri stated 

that levels of financial support would be maintainod 

:fo:r primary <°'.nd secondary school li brs.:ry progranro.es ~ 

]'unds were to be allocated for the planning and 

construction of libraries, extending bookstock and 

other services, and for the continued training of 
teacher-librarians. 

The Commission's proposals were subsequently 

revised after the 1975/76 Budget v1as brought down, a 

new triennium was declared for 1977-1979, and 1976 

was made an 11 interim 11 year, wi·th :present sts.ndards 

being maintained vri th rega:rJ_ to cu:c:!.'.'e:nt expsndi 'ture, 

but new initiatives deferred and capital expenditura 

curtailed. In this light, then, it is encourag~ng 

that the Schools Commission rs Rep_2E__-,~_f.or ·1 C).76 (October, 

1975) continued to recommend support for a national 

school cataloguing service and for the general 
improvement o:f lib:!:ary provj_cion. 

It is interest~ng to note that among 

earlier repo:cts related to school libraries botl1 

Trask (1968:15) and Sullivan (1970:5) also commented 

on the value of central processing services. I~ 

BU:t'.ficient i'u:ncls continue to be L1ade ava:i_l.able ~ i;he 

dcvcJopnwnt o:f a national school eord cata.l.ogue 

se:nv5-ce could rank nex·t in impo:cta.nce to the 

Commonwealth Government! s com:mencemen.t o:f direct: 

funding :fo:c- seconcla:cy school li.b:carj es in 1 968 as 

milestones jn Jche prog:r:-<:>ss of A-cu_d::ralia:n school 

l.:Lb:caries, 

o:f the Scboo:L:.: Corm,t)_ss:Lon' s I~.2E'2..:'E}_;_ .~~ ---··----------·---
... qr7"7 "/ o { T·· l -:1· _., C\'7,.) -'-}• "· _,_ -•-1·1.-::· "i 1· -,. -,-.~ -~~r C' o'Y• c-'-::r-'1 -.·'- .; o-1 .. !...::.--..~_:..:_,_~.:.·L 'u t,(·-·.J ' I j (J 9 l: ... C.J... 

1
.J lJ .. .__. -~. - '")-\.... <..J...L .i ,., .!.-~ l; . t.. t,. \_; ...1- .... .l... 

p:eou;rn.1m:w wLLl bt:: cont].n.ned. ;::,,t; a rnodc-3r.,d; pc:.:~ct.:; r; ( :t">" 59) 



The earl~est evaluation of the e£fecto 

of· the Cormrron-weal th JJi brarie::; Scheme e:e.me :f.rom thE; 

Re~e~~cn· PrrJ·-c+~ (n SS I R ~ ) 0 e<,,_._ _,_ U( t-:; UL.J V• o <it J. t..•..t • commissioned i.E 

1970 by -l:he then Commonwealth DeJJartment o:f Educati.011 

and Science and undertaken by the Department of 

Education at the University of Queensland, with 

Professor W. Campbell as Chairman and R. Lundin 

Project Research Officer. The most detailed Paper 

in this series is the preliminary repori;, SeeoI'.=-9:ary 

Schoo]_ JJi braE.ies in Austra.:1_ie. ( 1972), previously 

reviewed (see p.3 of the present review). S~nce 1972, 

nine others have appeared, each treating a different 

area of secondary school library research. 

:Paper No.! , School I'.J.br.§:::izy_~~::§tr.cr.!._:_ 

JJj.t_'.:'..?Z.~.-:.t1::~?-::~:..Jle~e:i~~ (March, ·1 973) is a listing of -' ' 1.;ne 

major American reviews of· school lib:ca:cy research 

li tera tu:co nffw avaiJ.able 1 \·li th brj_ef cormnents on 

their use and limitations. 

The secoY1d Paper, Qn ~~_<§:bJ.ishiJ];p: -~12§.a~.c1s_~ 

TheS!.:~3.C aE:.S..._l{~.'.?ea_EcQ.. (April, 1973) 1 iEi a discussion o::f t~no 

complex and controversial matter of school library 

standaTds~ considers Spain's distinction 

( 194.3: 269) among three kinds o:f standards! quanti tai~i ve, 

quaLLtative, ancl evaluativr:.; c:riterj_a~ and a.f-'cer 

examining th<:dr inadeq112.cies and -'chG p:coblerns o:f. a:ppJ.ying 

such Gtandards offers an alternative which implies that 

the whoJ.e hpp:coaeh to Dtandax-ds .should be r·e·-t;}:ioucht ~ 

On the matter of quantitative standards, 

s t;cni cJ n.:1" c"i s i' u:r· a part i C\)_l ar p~co cy~:11::rn1 ..:~ !l ( p. ~'. ) ? ·bu.t f· c e J_ s 

thc~·i.; thc':~~o e.:r.e ;::d~ill man~y- prob:.J.e:rn.:; eoncGl'ld.nr; ·tho 



vrhat sl1ould ho the :cecommended quan ti ·ta·ti ve standards 

with resp2ct to these three aspects o! library 

facilitiesu 

Aust:.t'<J.lj_a in : 971 , the study shcn·;ed that there was 
11no com1)lete, simple relationship betv:een eny single 
j:acj_lity variable and us2.ge 11 (p. 26). 

This result is not surprising vD1en one 
considers the obviously complex nature of library usage 
wi thj_n a school~ Moreover, the report further states 

that for bookstock, quantity alone will not ensure 
usage, as quc.~.li ty and relevance an.:' ir:1po:.ctafft :i:ac-tors .. 

On J.j_brary size, the study found ·that -che J..ibrary 7 s 

seating capacity is the single most important £actor 

in determining usage. The::ce a:ce J..irrd-ts he::.:-e, though, f'or, 

us the r6port suggests, one could hardly have a school 
library to accorumodate 1007{; en:r-oJment~ 

Lundin appear8 t;o dismiss qualit2.tivs 

standards and evaluative criteria as being too subjective 

and. vague to be useful, and then cornrriends a 1·onrt-h 

approach, that of' the Santa :Barbara High Sehool 

District, in establishing library goals expressed in 

and accompanying objectives, inclu6ing t;l1c.; ger1c:l-,[:1J.. 

goal U1a t 11 given an inte:ce.st or a.ssignment in 

re2,d511g 9 90~'~ of the time ;:;tudentD u::>ing the J.i 1:n:·r:.1::.·y 

duJ:•:i.nc; its hours o:f f3(·n:·viee wi11 i'incl ms;terJ.a1 v1i thin 

Thus, it is ougges~ed~ 

a school could evaluate its own li~rary servi~e and 

provioion a~ai~st the needs of its uGers. :l.1 }~G p:C()}_)()8 8d 

n1e ~tf1c; d. of C"J·c1]. L1 t·J_t i. o J1 7 e:L cl1c~ (! 1~:· .. ~ J_ .if:> t; , is r1(J t; clj_ :3 c1i )=~~ :::- o Ct 

i1~ clc:·Lc15_]_ '.I t:t.I1d_ J1.e:c:.(::i.11 }_j_eE~ or1e <.J~f ·tJ1e T):t:·ot;J.cJ~r1;::s.. ~i:l'1r3 



nef·erence hc::.s already been made j_n 

present pa~er (p.1) to the third C.S.S.L.R.P. Paper, 
A Review of Studies and Surveys Related to School 

·--·---~-------- ---· ---~-.... ------ .. ~ .. ·--·-·.,_,__.., ... __ ,,..,. 
present review continues. A wide range of documents 
has been included in the 1973 review, from the 1935 
Munn-Pitt Report to ·the previously mentioned comp:cehenBi ve 

c.s.s.L.R.P. Paper of 1972. They are grouped according 
to 11 acadewic 11 studies, historical items, state surveys 
and national surveys. A valuable section o:f the Paper ~s 
Lu:n.dirr' s classifying and listing o:f a large num-oer o:f 

areas d:f needed research in the field of school 
librarianship which were mentioned in the various reports. 

This list, ~nd the number of studies discovered fer the 

present review, suggest that school librarianship in 

Australia is becoming a proli£ic area of research. 

A later C.S.S.L.R.P. review, The S£]]...Q.~};. 

!;il~ry: .J-n -~ti£lli.__§.._~-~v:i:...?Y o:f rese~E.£!1:.. and _!:!._1~.o~!_'.'.Y 

relating to school libraries (No.6, September,1974), 
also lists a variety of school J.ibrary research papers. 

The scope of this paper is broader than No.3, for it 

includes journal articles and does not confine itself 

to Australian publications. 

L1.mdj_n places school libra:c:y research v:it!1in 

the f'rsmework c:r the 11 eeoJ_ogicaJ." modeJ. 1.;.sed i.:n the 

'1972 study o~f secondary school lj_braries (C,S.S.JJ.H.P5 

1972:2). This model considers school libraries and 

their users within their contexts or environments. 
Thus studies arG categorised not according to top~os 

but aJ.ong an :i~nvi:.c-onnwnt -- Organism - :1.J:nvironJflcn-t; 

con-tinu.L.rn1 ~ de~iendix~g on tb.e rela·i~ :Lcnsh:i ps .Lnve s-t :i. 

J; CJ'i.\J :i.1.'0llllH::ni;;:J.J. :Lnf'1 Ue:nc.e~~ -j_;o 1.:L b~c~_l:Cf Olle:,'.:'~d;:i.OnD 
ctJ1J1 _ 2~ cc:. e i:Y HJ_ 1J 5. J. i-Gy c 

:e :i.r1_·t:.r:.*t::t~~15.l>:cu.:cy~ (J]!C:;j:·Ftt:L('Yrs :~_1Jd c1cc<::::: ;:;j_li5.1.:L 

]:l _1 ·u :i.r.i.:)1 r.~t,:Ln1n.:LJ. -t~) t11t.:c~i))C;:!~: 0::"1;-t·~:- c;]1~t~1:·~·~t;·L(·~·rj_f_ :Le:. 
-to ~iYJ · u ~;<~ ~1 rt _L c, l1. ·!, c cn:.t .. ~- r ~ ,., 
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Most studies were found to belong to Category A, 

while relatively few at~empted to relate proximal 

stinruli to outcomes (D). and very few were in 

Category 

The main findings from Category A to 

Category E across the model have been summarised as 

folluws: 

lack of funds has been the greatest single 
inhibiting :factc:c in school library developmen-t. 

a school 1 s educational climate is an imnortant 
influence on the library's effectivenes~, as is 
accessibilj_ty in -cerms of ::provisions and servj_ces. 

library-ori.ented teachers resulted in J.ibrary­
oriented studG~ts. 

resource-based, research-oriented teaching and 
learning tend to result in more positive butcomes 
tha.n trtradi tio:na.l 11 mei~hods. 

finally, there is some evidGnce that school library 
activities result in permanent changes in patterms 
of students 1 librnry uoage, especially if 
reinforced by teachers. 

J.h.n:··ther encouraging conclusions have been 

reached by Campbell in c.s.s.L.R.P. Paper No.Llr,T~~~·--='~~f.~:?..:~ 

of__Qgn~~!.9.!:::..'::~.23.-~+-!ll.. .. l:J~.r-ies DJ.2,.2_ll 1~£9.:.9:~m2-..£.. l·lot~~ vat.ion 
(Oc-1.:;ober ~ 1973), In evaluating the educational effects 

of Oornmonweal th J_ibra:cies 5 he useE> the same continuum 

referred ·to above: 

2 4 5 

Prov1oion. 
0 I \'!881 ·th 
fund::.1 

of 
·-·--:Y 

Provisj_on 
of --~)-

1.i.b:cary 
:f c:cc. :U. it :i. es 

Signi:fieant 
USG O:f ----J· 

:fac il .i. t. j_ es 

Increanc 
in -.,--> 

a8a.dem:Le 
rn o ·t j_ v::1·t i 011 

]~nc:;:e r1s c; 5_I1 
C~Of)l.L i~i~\r(:: 

e.nd 
af:fecti"rc 
Otli~ C ()lJlC 3 

c:w:;j_n[S hiD :cceea:.rch un ef':feetfJ \·ti thin t;be f'.ouri;h a:ccr..:., 

Ca.m:pboJ.:L bs.r::c;cl lli::; sJcucly on !i-84 G:i.:·acle I 0 c·t't.1c1en"'c;3 ;a:'.:: a, 

;!unta:l::i.'/'c; sanplG cs· coigh·t; -r:.::cj~:iba:ns sec:oncla:r:-y 
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would. be j_nvoJ.vod., but £\~eL:i ":it would be d:i:f:ficul i; 
to belieV•?. that theTe t::i.ri::: "'lariabJ.es w::i.-t;h 0T.rer-rj_d:i.r1c; 

po';Jer th2.t hav.3 no't been .:!.ncl1...1ded 11 (::p.23). T11is 

study also suggests implications for the rifth 
areo. along the continuum, :i.n that !l enh2.nceDent of' 

academic motivation •... is likely to generate 

its own effec~s upon both cognitive and a~fective 

outcomes n ( p. 2LJ.) • 

C.S.S.IJ.R.P. Paper No.7 1 Th_0econdar7[ 

Sch~91s_,_L:j..brar_Je~_I'_rogr8.~!!l~" ·11i69-l 9'J5: a statist:J.:_ca~:. 

summary o:f eznendi tu:re of' :f2deraJ .. funds on buildings 
--~---...:. __________ .....______________ ~-------~---·-----

an cl :reE;ources? \'Je.fJ. printed in Octobe:c, 197 4. It is 

a short but comprehensive account o:f expenditure 

011 the ConuTionv.real th Libraries Scheme~ up to and 

including the predicted figures for 1974 and 1975. 
Tho report coverr-5 both government and non-government 

schools~ e.:nd indi.cates that 11 the Secondary E:lchools 

Libraries Programme will be about half way 

cornplcd;c:d at the end o:f i 975 11
• 

Anoi~h8r of the smaller C. S.S. L. R. P. Pape:r-s 

·1974.), invrhich 

Lundin de.scribeD the poJ.i.ci·3S :formed by government 

and no:n·-governrnent a1.J.thori ties on condi·tions :for 

em:p1oy1iwDt o:f tc~acher-librarians, j_ncluding 

recognition given to qualifications in librarianship. 

Polieies :t"'.)r both p:cima:r:y- a!1d sec~onda:r7· government 

sclrnols in efac::h state have been detailed 9 :rev·Galing 

difrcrences in policy with regard to the employing 

Of BC}){) (i l ]_ i l)Y'B~J:• j_(J.IlS VJi -t;},J Oll·t l i l11~Cl.Y.\:)f q llCi..J~ j_f· 5. CC\ ti. O~lS 

o:c vr :L ·t~J1 ~L :Ln1 ~i. "t: r~ ct.. -t; C! E·~ e}1 (-<c ...... t::cct:i.. r: .. i11f~ , e.:r1c1 j_ Jl the cle g:r· E:; e 

of r·c~(·~o 

o '1!:i. -Lb out 

(p, 1 



C.S.S.L.R.P. Paper No. 5 1 SchooJ../Co:nmuni i~y 
-.-~------~-----...... ___ . .:.._ 

f..d.bra..r:J...:?E.: by Lundin (:F'obJ:'UtLry, 'l 97.!'t-) ~ -;~ouches on a 

controversial area of cu:t'.'reirt; inteJ.'13:.:t >·1hich :~J 

apart f':rom the rr-'ain empha.sis o:f the other O.S.S.L.R.?. 

Papers. '.L'h0 aim oi' _,chis report is "t;o describe and 

discuss the issues related to school/comm.unity 
libraries"(p.2). Information for this study was 
obtained from a national survey conducted from 

December, 1973 to January, ·197 4, a literary search, 

and direct observa·tion of school/commun.i ty l:i.:1n:aries 

in operation. 

Focusing on tho integrated, singlc­

build.ing a;pproach to school/community lib1:a:c:r service, 

the report sums up basic issues on which there is 

conoiderable agreement: 

neither school nor public library service should 
be compromised. 

complete integration should be effected to avoid 
a schizophrenic type of operation. 

reconciling the different roles of the two types 
of library is the biggest single problem. 
it is di:f:ficu1 t to Cie)':ine what is mean-t; by 
'cormrmni ty 1 in this context. 

Nex-t ii; considers j_:a detail the many corr.plex lJY.'Oblems 

and possil>i1ities of suoh o.n undertaking ·with:Ln the 

areas o:f s-t:a:nd.ards, pro:fest3iCJns.1 sta:ff, 2dmini:3tr2t.5.cr:.1 

and cont::col, accessibiJ.ity 5 tt,e educational pr·oce.ss, 

atmosphere, social :factors, and advantages to schooJ. 

ana. c ommuni t:y-, 

Th<:~ Conclusions (pp.4-7--L'~8) sv_ggest tho-J.t 

care:ful co--o·iJeTat:Lvc pJ.anr.i:Lc;.g <::cr1cl a thcn;ough 

inv<:::f:d;igc::tt:i on cf 2. cornrn1.: . .n.i.t;y' s ·to·l~al lj l°)ro.r:T 2.nd 

in:forrnD.tion neeclr:' a:cG DE,CC•J.C,BX·"Jr before tJu.cfr;_ a ve:o.trn:·e 

-
c 011 [31JJ. ·t_: c1~-t.~ i. o::J;::~ ·vii15. c;}1 co "L-t J. Ci 5:·'. I'~zrc: c;,,s rt t~11 i cl.::.:: ::C i..):L' :f1J. t·u :ci::; 

( ' -1 ~.:) 
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~!_:iJ?]-:;.'1..ri e_§ __ in Au~ tr al 5.8.:_, in di e::i t es a con tim.J ~:cl 

interest; in thG concept;; the \•iay now seem.:; open 

:for nchooJ.s and loca.l cornmuni i.;j_es to mak,::' 

proposals for such ventures where the need arises. 

The £inal C.S.S.L.R.P. Paper is No.9, 

{~~v a!_~_s..j; i C? n _g_f__j; h ~Au f'::._~ r al i an _S e c o !1.5}i-°;:?;Y _§..S:h.2..~}. 

Libraries Programme: a summary reuort off findings. ------.. ---~·----------------~-·~----------·---. 
197_Q~1974-(January,1975), in which JJundi:n "br.:i.ngs 

together the conclusions from earlier C.B.S.L.R.P. 

hi.vest;igations into the Secondary Librci.ries ?rogramins. 

~he roport traces the development of the Project, 
\·(hose scope includes conduct:i.ng 28 case .studies o:f 

school li1)rary prograrnme8, handling q_uestio:nnaires 

from over 8000 secondary school students and 530 

teachero, obtaining detaiJ.ed task information f::ccm 

50 teacher-librarians as well as observation and 

inte:cviewj_ng in cvGr 150 scnooJ. libraries. The 

dj_i"i'icul·t;y o:f attc~mpting to monitor any irnj_J.rovcmen-t 

in the quality of education as a result o:f improved 

li1)rary provision is acknowledged, for i_;~li:3 

• I- t 4 bl . 1 . necessi~a es esca is~ing "cause-and-cf:fec·t 

:rel2.'"'cionBhips across a framework 1:1hich ranges i::com 

physical e:nti ties at one end ·to psychological 

outcomes fi;t the other 11 ("P<4). 

Detailed findings are tabled in the areas 

of improvements in library provision, changes in the 

roles of the library and the teacher-librarian, changes 

in curriculum and instruction, and changes in student 

behaviour~ motivation and satisfaction. Other, unintended 

effec·l;s o:f tl:i.e J?:cograrnmE: are listed af:> a 1H~it.,)1tu:n:Lng o:f 

eOi11rnL1.ni-t;y concern regarding T:i.b:rary provi;:;j_on 8.riu 



interest in Australian school libraries ( ··,.-- ··10) 
\ 1)....., 1 ·~1--·· ....... .1:-' • _.. - • ~ ( 

In conclucling 9 I1undin stresses tho need 

:for special federal funding to continue 11 for a:t 

least six more years 11 (p.1 ·12) in order to meet the 

Scheme's original objective of providing every 
secondary school in Australia \·ri th library resou.rces 

and facj_J.i ties up to minimum published s-t;anc.a:cd:3, 

incl·ua5ng adequate profr.:;ssionaJ. and support sta:f:f. 

Special funds, it is felt, are also needed to maintain 

library collections to cater for increased demands 

concernin.g a w·icle range of abiJ.i ty levels, foreign 

language materials, remedial and developmen~al read~ng 

progre.mmes, non--print ma:'cerials, new cou:rses and. 

support services to non-government scbool.s. A 

particular need is in-service trainihg courses to 

famiJ.iarise teac:hG:cs 111i-'.:;h the role o:f educational 

:ceoo11:ccef3. 

On the c:eedi -t s:Lde, the rE"port corn1nends the 

opportune timing of i'ederal funding, which has helped 

to provide a variety of resources necessary for new 

:progran1mss in education which folluwed on. the wj_despread 

abo1.i t:Lon o::r-:- exte:c:nal examinations. PubJ.ish:ing and 

other resour~e industries have benefiteQ from these 

changes, as have the State School Library Services. 

J!'i:naJ.J.y 5 the report declares that studiefl conclue tecl 

in the research project have j_nd:Lcated t;hs:t; H·U18 

increasGd availability of materials has had a 

:posi.t.:Lvt:: impact on f~·tude:n.t na-tifJ:factj.on. 5 1!1otj_ve.tion 

p·,,1d an-!'1 .L.· e··-v""'fl"Gn-"G i"'•"j·1 {"} .. C".-1(..] ~r!i (-n ·j .,,, c'1 \ "'.1,J.; ...__..__ ;,,:;:; .. ; c_·., "' -·-·-· I..- -J .L"' 4-- I e 

~co :r:- 1;:::: j_r11 ct)~::~{ f3 c~J:-1 c) {) J_ f; }J.ci s c~ o rn r_::; :f ::co 1n ·~11 c; S e}1 o () ], £:~ c: o;,j tn i. f:~ s i. c; .o ., ... 

t) ]) 0~11(3 r):c ( cl 0 e} it) o ]_ 1<L 1-'J~·c1r~ i. cs J~ c:: E·: (; Cll~ c~l1 .P:cc1 ;j cc~ T; ( ~) ( }.i ~I~ v P * ) 

.. , 
·' 
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the Australian Government's School Libraries 

Programme and to examin.e tr1E: ed11 ca tional benefi -ts 

oi' ali;ernativ~ resource provisions to schools" 

(Preface, v) .. 

The first report in this series, PI.:_:!:mar.v 
School Libraries in Australia: e. Statement o:f 

Provisi.ons and Needs. ·19_71_, appeared j_n February, 

1975, and was the result of a national count of 

primary school library buildings, materials and 

staff, ·the purpose of ;,.-hi ch was to 11 indicate progi~ess 

in mee·ting specif'ic object:Lves in resource prov.i.sio:nn 

(Preface,v). Four basic areas were considered: space, 

:raat'3riaJ.s, staff and. suppoTt services. Objectives 

f'or these were based upon the 1974 g-yidelines :for 

Iii bI"..§7.:'..Y___i~E?rvices_i~1 Pr..:..1~~-ar;y:_ .Sq_b:_cio].:.~- prepared by 

the Primary Libraries Committee of the Schools 

Cornrnission. 

According to these criteria the report 

concluded that primary school libraries represented 

a major area of disadvantage, especially in non-

gover:n.ment schools. r·t was found, f'or exa.mpJ.e, 

that by the end of 1975 less than 29% or government 

primary schools would havo library space provision 

With regard 

to materi.a1.s, Queensland. governri1ent primary schools 

would have oook collections up to hal.:f S"'c2.te 

standards, which were just 1::ieJ ovt the Gu~:~l_c}.i3_s~. level, 

and it would take a further 5-6 years to reach full 

State standards. On staffing, aJ.l Queensland government 

p:c-im&ry schools o:f. 4'..:iO+ J-1.ad a :f.'ull~t;irne ti=:acher·­

librarian, as did a few with 300-399 enrolment. 

Victorla wa~:; bettcT oLf' ~ w:U:;h ci. t·u:i.J_·-~cime tericbe:r·-· 

lil>:ca:t.'.~L<:dl f.'or .::~choolr; o:f 225+, VJ};icl1 :Ls close to thE'~ 
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1·rnll-deveL:::;r.-ed 3chooJ. JJJbra:;:·y BTanc:hefJ foi~ gover:nme:ri-t; 

schools in each State, there w~s a noed for exam~le, 

for provision of sheJ_vinr:; and pe:i:.·son21el wlH:!never 

large grants of books were made, £or consultation 

services, regional dernonstra tio:;.1 l.ib-r·aries and :for 

a nat;iorn1lide catalogue S8TVice fJ..exible enc.ugh to 
meet local needs. 

It was generally concluded that school 

lj_braries still needed to be singled out 11 as a:n 

educational facility needing special attention"(pG33), 

:for, according to the findings of the Project, 0 on1y 
about a quarter of the nrimary schools were being 

served by reasonably adequate libraries''(p.33). 

Another S.L.R.P~ report, Implementation of - ----··~-~--------·---

~1}-_" Ill'.1:9 \~ -c_~ on ~--"cl~§__]? i lot J.Ji ~E.?.. I'Y -~a ~Li-1:_ N .'.?.E--Go_y_e_2-~e n ~ 
f)X;:;1.!Il.§l-_:i_::-;;,-=. ... ~1-...:".?. 1 by :McArthur ( ·1976

1
) ) :i.s a study o:f 

11 a very in-teresti:ng side--deveJ.o:!:ment (p.1) f'rorn the 
genera}. policy o:f Aust;ralian Gover1::.men-'c grants for the 

irnp:covement oi' lib:raTy resources in Ai..1.s-'c::calian primary 

schools. The Pilot Library Scheme involved the 

development of a number of complete facilities as 

Pilot Libraries, and represented about 50% of the 

non--Government grants~ Schools included came from 

each Stat;e s wi.th a range of en:co1.merd; size1:J, :from boi;h 

u:r:-ban En1d J.'i.n:·aJ_ areas, and for the most pa:.rt derno:nst:ca ti.n~ 

a neod in terms of very poor existing library resources 

( .. ) ry) 
J. r; G / °' ThE) repor-t; :::-ef'ers tc the a.:Lm o:f the Pilo·[; 

Scheme as stated by Mr. K. Beazley, tho Minister ~or 

J~ch1ca ti on! "The PiJ_ot S ch0me :Ls o::nvisae;ed as a rneaDf-i 

o:f p~r·oviding J.eadersh:Lp 1 example. and reseerch data 

on ~Library usage in schools ..• .,t1(p.2)c 

Edr.1;3 to sunTmariE1e ·the on:cly ir::vest:Lga·d.oru:1 car:e:Led 

ol:d.:; ·by ·t~he I':co~jc:ct rcr-:;c:.:::cch ·tear11 at ·l~b0 :i.n1plomc.~:ntatio1:. 

:L'(-':]. r::l::' 01:· :::.11! :L p 1.i•:! t\·J ._:; UD ·the 
() o J ·L ti :1:· C; c: _t-\FG t,i, ·n C:'/l ~L :L 

t:i1 ·.c -i :i J)C!){j O~( :~~~1Jt,·l1.J:·c: 
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the need for short-term appointments of 
trained teacher-librarians to assist schools 
~n selection, processing and use of resources. 

the need f"o:r more consul tnnts to visit schools 
to assist in planning. 

the exis·tence oJ. a con:flict between 11 incc:nti7e­
fundingH and 11 needs 11 schemes as funding policies. 
It is suggested that the former could be 
ultimately more successful but could also be 
counter-productive. 

the desirability o:f a dual bo.sis of· "needs" 2,nd 
11 readj_ness 11 as a criterion for assistance. 

the need :for grants to be allocated on a per 
pupil basis rather than in enrolment intervals 
of 100~ in order to nroduce a more eauitable 
result. -

(pp~ ;~ ·j ·- 2 2 ) 

Not surprisingly, the report concludes 

that though the Pilot Library Scheme was 11 overall a 

generally beneficial exercise for the schools 

involved 11 (p, 20), the implementatj_on of :'cnnovatio::1s 

such as this 11 is a .far more dif:ficul·t and complex 

stage than the relatively simple one o:f conception" 
(p. 20). Smart; ( ·l 975: 330) has sb.own that the orig.in 

of the conception was not so simple either, as it 

·1vas caught up in the controversial area of" 

Commonweal th·-State financial relations in education. 

Further research into the impact of 

fund:Lng :ro:c non--Government primary sch.cols has come 

fro:m the S. r,. H.P. repor·t, JJ e_§; d ~~~-·-;£;.-.t~er~~-~LY~.§:._._§·~1~ 

J=xlL .. ~}.:.0:..~Jye __ :_ 21:__.B e J?_~rt_ __ .~_.::i s.~~~.Y5:l:.~~'.3:!_i O!::.__o L...:':;~~'.l:..l?:~.:'.::.?.:.~1 ~-.. ~~..:. 
Book C·:-:caJ-i-L;b i:;o 1.~on···Governme:rd~ :Pr oy 
Johnson (Julyt197G), whi.oh investigates the impact 

oi' a dj.:f:'f'ercn1t k:Lnd o:f :L'unc1ing :frort1 the P:L1ot 

Schcw0;, nar:H:)ly the aJlocc:d;ion c:I:' substantial sums 

"to r1(;J1·-·C·o-..:.re:cr1L1.c~11~t 1:iJ~·:LrttClJ~1 :Y sc1100J~r.:; t;(:, J~j_:ft tl1c~5-~c 
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Rosu]_ ts .ind.ica·te that 11 not on1.y have 

75.4% of schools reached the objective of 25% of 

Gl~~de=h_j_ne_..£, bu-t; 315~ have bookstocks equal to 507~ 

o:c more. of Guidelines basic bool;::stock 11 (p. 7). r-t is 

noted that a further impact of the grants has been in 

the evidence of school initiative in spending other 
f11nus on bookstock, in "11rocessing, organising and 

housing library materials and equipment''(p.18) and 

in attending seminars and in-service courses associated 

with the use· of librar~es. 

The report states that ·the grants nhave 

ao-'ced as an incentive to many schools to provide a 

moi'e acleq_ua te library service 11 ( p. 19), but have also 

plaoec1 deme,nds upon the school. community through 

the need to select, purchase and organise the books. 

Like the previous S.L.R.P. report, this 

o:ne comments on the problems o:f es·tablishing fai:!.' 

criteria in giving grants; as the "needs 11 basis, 

if used particularly with later grants, could lead 

to unfair treatment of schools whj_ch hacl built up 

their stock from local f'uncls foLLowj_ng the original 

grant. It is suggested that 11 untagged 11 grants 

wouJ_d assist schooJ.Es which had already shown a 

d.egree o:f 11 readiness 11 -to c!1oose in which areas the 

funds could be spent. Likewise Johnson states the 

need :f:'or non-Government schools t;o have su.p1)or-'c 

sey~ioes, especially at the implementation staget 

i:C grEn1Jcs are to have the mex:i.mnm ef:fecJc. 
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STATE R:El"OH:TS _,_§TUDIES AND SURVEYS 

VICTORIA 

The recent growth of libraries in primary 
schools and subsequent, demand f'or more teacher­

librarians has shmvn the need J:or in:formation on 

projected levels o:f supply and demand for teacher­

librarians. One of the studies which attempts to 

meet this need is reported in -the paper An Investigatio:n:. 

into the Dc:;mand_ J:or and Suupl;{ o:f '.L'raJ-:ned _ _'.~~..:..~he=f.:::-_ 
Librarians for Victorian Government Primarv Schools, 
---------------------------------··~-------

195_5-i972_, by Bate et al. (1973). Thir3 study \•ms 

mor-:itly limited to teachers in the Primary Di viE.d.o:n 
of the :t~ducation Depar_,_i.;ment of Victoria who were 

graduands of the Trained Teacher-Librarians 
Certi:ficate Course conducted at the State College 0£ 

Victoria, and aimed at seeking i:nfoTmai;ion which 

wouJ.d be valuable to those involved i:n 11 making 

decisions about the establishment of new training 

courses or the increase of existing courses for 

teache:r·-li"orarians 11 ( p. 4). 

Acknowleaging the complex nature of -C:b.is 

type of supply and demand, the study postulates 

seven hypotheses concerning the inadequacy of current 

levels of staff provision, comparative length of 

se:r-vice f'or males s.nd females rec>pecti vely, and the effect 

of promotional opportunities on wastage rates of 

teacher-librarians (p.13). 

In concluding (p. 33) that the ontpu-'c o:f 

trainees would fail to meet even the modest deman~s 

o:r ·L;he p:cef,~ent s·ta:f:L'.i.ng sched uJ..e clur.Ln{~~ ·thE.~ lX::c::.oa. 

under cliD ou s sion, I feel tha·t tl1.e J>3}'JG:1 ·I; h::1,8 :;:·eacJ:1.od 

a,.r1 1J~r11J..(:: \) e:; i . .'.3 E;a:·ciJ.:r ]Je fl s in1i s ·ti. c; c. 011cJ.~ llf~ j. 011 ( lJT: :p,.::r·lJ a.1)s 
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schools with an enrolment of 225~ had a full-time 
teacher-librarian, eve~ though only 1~4 primary 

teacber-l1brarians graduated from the State OoJ.1~"':ge 

of Victoria in 1974 (S.L.R.P. ,February,1975:13). 

Thus, the recommendation tha-'c the 

training rate be increased to 200 fo± each of 1975 

and 1976 seems unnecessary, unless the wastage 

rate increases greatly at this time. Two other 

i·ecommendations are that a detailed st1.1dy be carried 

out during 1976 to determine the training ra·Ge for 

the future, and that a cost benefit analysis be 

carried out into the advantages of training 

in-serv.:Lce as against extension s·l~ua.ents (p.60)c 

Another Victorian study which attempts 

to provide guidelines for future planning and 

expenditure is t:he S.L.R.P. report;, I.r.:.~J2.§l:C°L_c:,tnq, 

Adeauacv: a Ren ort of an Evaluation of Govei'r1.men:t 
. .Al-.- ~-----·-----·-~- ..... -----

J?o0t-PrimaI:;z:__ Scho?l Id brarie~Y._.:L ctoria, by 
JJundin and He.Arthur (June,1976). Commenting that 

despite the expenditure of $50m. on Victorian 

e;overn:ment post--primary sc...'1.ools .from 1969 -'co 1975, 

"only a little more than one thircl of these schools 

have adequate library buildings, materials and 
sta:ff' 11 in terms of the 1971 S·tandarcls :foi~ Second.2i~:v ____ ", ___ ... ..,, __ ~_.,,...---·-·---· .. --~----·----d.-

_e_el!_t?_ol J~iJ?]:'ari§!_..'?..., tb.e researcheT·s give as ·their 

s1)ecLfi.c aim the assessment of "tho irnpa.c·t anc.l. 

adequacy of present library provision so that 

pol.ic5.es, prior·i ties 2.nd pJ.ans ca:n be :fox·mnla:tc:d 

for the next; stage of the J.ib:r-ari.Gs p:r:og:r:srnmc i:;::. 

V · J. ·i ~ n ( 1 ) J.C uOI __ cc p < , ~ 

Measures used to assess impact and 

e,elc~quacy incJ_nclc c:ornp,x:r: '197:> sn:r:vey :i.11fc.•rm2._·i~:i~on 

·v1it;h -t:h e V~i.cto:r:Lan 1·1gtn'es Lcoin ·the 1972 C, .:~ -. '.'.},,I,,, Ho :p 
),:"(?;'[lC>:ct:;; \Tj_B:i . ..!GtrLg: 30 f:)C~}].C;O]~~> ·to otJSC~J:i·v·t:: J_j_(;l"Cl:C',)" 



Education Department (pp.2-4). 

A v :.:ry dei.~ailed sum,111ary cf findings e.nd 

recommendatj_ons is given (pp.50--53). One 

significant f'i:ndi:ng is the fact -that 11 in aJ_l 

aspects of library use, services, and the 

satisfaction of teachers, students, and teacher­

librarians, the Commonweal th libraries su::cpass 

non-Commonwealth libraries 11 (p.50). On the matter 

of materials, the study has shown that 30% o:f 

schools still have bookstocks below the basic 

minimum of 10 books per student. 

Not surprisingly, a great area of need 

is found to be in A-V materials~ especially with 

regard to more adequate storage and production 

facilities, advice on the selection df equipment, 

in--.service training :fo:r:· teachero in the use oi' 

A-V items, services of A-V technicians to operate 
and maintain equipment, and the E~xtension 0£ su-pport 

cataJ_oguing :;3ervices to include A-·V materials. 

On the complex matter of usage, the report 

gives similarl.y encouraging conclusions 2.s the 

1972 C.S.S.L.H.P. report did, ct;ating tha-t, nthe 

impact of the new libraries and teacher-librarians 

appears to be not only permanent but gathering 

mornentu'nn (:p. :::;1) and Hthe new libraries have had a 

significant impact on the more varied use of resources 

l. -n ·t· e ".:> c}1 i fl fT Ti ( n 5 ... \ ~ , --.Jc.... . ..... --- - .l .,__; ...t-' • ' ) .. 

The concluding statement suggests that 
fl.ltu:ce prioritj_ e0 :for Vj c.torian post;--pri~n::i.r,y- fJcrwoLs 

z,}101J_]_d_ l)e l:Ll)x·st:c-~r b1J:L1d.j_l'!-{;s, slllJ~po:c·t; sc:c~·v·5_c~efi, J.i.l)J:iG~J~::r 

s-l;c:1..J':f ~ Etl')Cl n1cl-te:ci~t1 s, D31Ct 1}_1:{: e8 tY~c i1cerl :foJ~~ 

i~o b:c.ine:- V:i.c·t.;o:d.<:i.n edu.cational resol1rcc cent~:ct:.·fl 111; to 



~he neod for continued runding for 

Victorian school libraries is echoed in a 1976 

: E 1 Day Submission !O..E __ E3 chC29}_ Iii bT:_~!'.,..'C. D~_velor?_i;ne2}_~ 

prepared by ~he Victorian Teachers 1 Union sub­

branch at the Library Branch of the Victorian 

Education Department for disi~ri bu ti on to members 

of the Cabinet and Shadow Cabinet. The Submission 

recormnends that funding be made available 

particularly for buildings, for ancillary staff 

(in accordance with the Guidelines level of 1 

ancille.ry staf:f member for- prj_mary schools of 500+), 

for bookstock (from the present level of 8.7 books 

per student in primary schoolo to ·the :recommended 15), 
for in-service education programmes for teachers, and 

for a national schools cataloguing service. 

Cofftj_ng for adequa tc library f·acili ties in 

al1 Vic·torian governmen-t schools within two trienniums 

is given in the Submission(p.5). However, when one 

compares these figures for projected needs with the 
etatemen·t in the SchooJ.f> CommisBion 1 s H.enort: .R21.J_j_g_g_ 
~:rie}ln.iu1Il.z..,_J...~.]J-79, that only ·$2. 97m. has been 

allocated for the buildings and resources aspect of the 

Li"brary Programmc(p.59), it seems tha·t; only lj_rnite(l 

progress will be made in meeting these demands. 



WESTEilH AUS~CRl1.I.,IA 

Further information on the complex problem 

o:f supply and demand for teacher- or school librar~ans 

appears in the Western Australian Reuort on an 
- J • ' • • + 'h °L> t ' ~f t • 'l t, l J.nves cigai:;1_on in u.o _ -i::; _5:_£ ac o~rs A:t.. et? ,ing_~e .:?li12J?_X 
o:f, and Demand :for, J?roJ::'essio:na·l Iiit?raria:r~~--~!~~1 •. A!.., 

in the Period 1974--1980 from the L.A.I:;.~- 's Weste:rn 

Australian Br2nch sub-committee on recruitment. This 
report was written just after the Schools Commission's 

1973 report, Scb:_9_sil s ~.:n Aus·c.~alia, appeared, and 

ac1::11o·v1lcdged that in :cepect; -f~o scl1ool libJ;n .. riert, rec011-t 

noli tj_cal events had caused "some uncertaintyn re the 

employment; o:f librarians in schools. 

However, the prediction that becauoe of 
projeci;ed rapid expansj_on in school J.ibrs.ry de-,-elopmerd:. i 

there was "no prospect of a sufficient supp1.y of 

adequately trained librarians being available in the 

short to medium term''(p.17) appears to be borne out by 

available short-term figures. The report includes 

requirements for primary, secondary and non-govern~ent 

schoole, and if one compares the pro j Gcted 11cedD :for, 

say, W ,.A~ government primary schools i'or i 975 j_n IJ:ablc-

6 (p.18) with the figures on Vi.A. in tho 'i975 ;J.I1.H .. l1
• 

renort~ Primary School Libraries in Australia1 ~t 
....... ...__..._ ......... ---··------~--------· _,,. ___________ ,_ ... --~-

seems that 1 even allowing for the inclusion of Junior 

Hifsh nc-::ec1::; j_n thG W. A. pape:c ~ there would. be F:;, 

tremendous sb.ortage of trained schco1 J . .i.1n:-~J.:r:i.1.u1s" 



AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

The only A.C.T. report located for the 

present review j_s entitled f\. Reno~t on Existing 

Iiibr_§-ry_ li'aci}.i ties in A. C. T. _Prigmrv Schools with 
Recon1111endations :for Standards for Primary School _.. . -·--
!;_ibr~rie!2_, by Baxter and H.edpath. Presented in 

November,1973 before standards for Austral~an 

primary school. li bi·aries were published, this pape:r 

resulted from a survey made of conditions existing 

in government and non--goveTnmen-'c primary sc:hooJ_ 

libraries in the A.C.T., and contained recommendations 

for standards based on the survey results. 

Many specific problems in relation to 

present conditions are mentioned, ranging from the 

poor siting of libraries which makes thr::m less 

acceAsible than they should be, the lack of space 
i'or both storage and use o:f A-V equipment and a lack 

o:f awa:cer:..ess of the educationaJ. potential of' A-V 

matc=ials, to the shortage of trained £ull-time 

teacher-librarians (only 8 out of 58 schools had a 

full-time teacher-librarian). 

Tbe recommended q_uan-l;itativG standards 

stated by Baxter and Redpath shDw much similarity 

to -t;hose of the 1974- Guidelines :for Library Servj.ces 
---·-·--~ .. ·---------.. ··------·----'----<-~- -*-·--
For cxrunple, \11orl:::ing on the 

r0g1~::ia:r J\ .• 0.~L'. governnH.:int; p:i:irnar-;7 schooJ_ enrolmen·t 

of 500, they suggest one full-time teacher-librarian 

a11il o:ne assis·tan·t ~ v:ith basic 1:lookstock o:f 5000, 

For tb.e same o:rl}:·olE1e1d; 

es lists the same staffing and 

did not JneJ_ude 



SOUTH A1JSTRALI.A 

A most thought-provoking E1tudy which in 

a sense followed on the work of the C.S.S.L.R.P. 

evaluation renorted in Secondar~ School Libraries 

in Australia(1972) but focused o~ South Australian 

metropolitan secondary schools is A Study of the 

01].~~!F:es ~~rought About by the I~troduction o:f the 
New Library Resource Centres in South Australian 

--"' -----·------- --
~~ropol;i tan Schools, by Dent et al. Sponsored by 

the Research Cormni ttee of the AdeJ.a.i.de College OJ": 

Advanced Education, and printed in August,1974, 

this study attempts to assess the impact of Library 

Resource:; Centres :funded by Commonweal th Gran-ts, 

1970-1972, and so to assist in future planning for 

School Librarianship courses. Questionnaires used 

were based on those of the above-mentioned C.S.S.L.R.P. 

The results are rather disquieting, for 

they suggest that although in general terms teachers 

are paying lip-service to the high educational value 

of a school library and obviously appreciate the new 

resou:cces, such as videotapes, the actual usage of 

the new instructional materials by teachers is 

Moreover, the researchers suggest 

that ·l:;he relatively J_arge 111..unber of "don' ·t know 11 

responses - even alJ.owing for teachers with little 

experience - indicates that there is still a lack of 

communic;_:ition :i.n some schools -between the -t;eache:rs 
- l _., -[··-·,,.-.,--.- o+ :t''·f ( r:; \ ana LJL~LY oua .. p.~,. 

~I'hus tho cr'cucly rocomnH:nds ·t;hat r:d;uclent; 

of' ed:l1c;cJ.·l;j_onrc:1 ·t:echroolcgy c::1 the part o:f t .. 3ac1H~:t.':'3 a.nd 

o :C corn1x:.J.n:t c~xt :i. on i::l.:O cl in ·t~ erpe r;3 onal :r:·(; )_ c.l t j_ onu on the 
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into the practical problems encountered in schools 

by those attempting to use resources. These results 

indicate that, for South Australian metropolitan 

secondary schools at lease, the Commonweal th f;ibrari.es 
Scheme has not been as impressive in its resuJ.ts as 

the concluding comments of the earlier C.S.S.IJ.R.P. 

report seem to indicate (c.s.s.L.R.P., 1972:215). 

Another South Australian report deals with the 

familiar theme of school-community sharing of resources. 

This is Community U~!3 of School Libraries, the report 
of the committee appointed by the Hon. the Minister 

for Education{ 1974). ':"Chis committee was appointed 

on 13th September,1973 as a result of the South 

Australian Government's policy objective 11 to 8ncourage 

Institutes and local governing authorities in South 
Australia to come together to co-o:i:.-;er2.te in the 

provision oi' local li-brary scrvices 11 (p.1). Its m21.jor 

task ·was to recommend "a detailed ·working scheme f'or 

community use of secondary school libraries in small 

rural com1nuni ties" (p. 1), also brie:fJ.y consj_dering i;he 

possibility of such ventures in more populous areas. 

Ivi.any separate problems are cons:Ldered, 

including the need to cater for local community needs 
for bookstock and hours, and the strains caused by 

the afuainistrative division of responsibility. The 

Appendices give detailed Guildlines for the 
estabLI.ehrnent and rnanagement of communi ·ty-·s cho ol 

li1n:·a:::·j_ef3 ~ the for-mat of app:licatj_ons for establishment;, 

opinions on such ventures, and estimated costs. 

Some of the recommendations are that the 

Education Department should be responslble for the 

cori1rnuni.ty-,.scJ:100J_ l.ib:cc1l'y hu.:LlcU.ng ~ f'or sta.:C:i.':Lng a.nC. 

foj:· the E>criooJ_ sec-'cj_on$ i_;h::1i.; t:}H'; l:f::i_1d.ste:r:- i<or :G;r::_uc::c:,i;ion 

Bho·c1:Lc1 c:.Dt:~-JJJ1:Lsh a Coinrnit;tee o:C L.J.ve~ wit;h 

coy;.icfJ of: 
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Further emphasis o~ the library needs of 

migrants is given in the L.A.A. report by Thomas, 

Library Services to hi_gi~ant_s in N.S.W. (1975)? 

based on a 1973 pilot survey. Like Pickering and 
Hodra(1973), Thomas makes ·the point that mi:no:city 

groups ar;:; members of the general commuhi ty and 

a.:co entitled to adequate library faci::!.i ties and 

servi.ces. Likewise this report suggests that the 

Depa:ctment o:f Immigration could tal:e responsibility 

for funding services to migrants. 

In its identification of problems 

experienced by migrants and its statement o~ library 

needs, ~:homafi 's report continues many matters 

discussed by Pickering and Modra,- including suggested 

avenues i'or improvement. Some of these are liaison 

between library services and migrant education, the 

training of librarians with language qualificat~ons 

to work in appropriate ethnic areas, and the 
provision of j_nformation books on Australian lj_fe a-'c 

a reading ~Level suitable f'or migrant adults who do 

not yet have an extensive command of English. 
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'.]'.ASH.AHIA 

The most wide-ranging account of existing 

State library services is in the report, Libraries in 

Schools Colleges and the Comm.uni__!,y ( 1976), a report 

to the Tasmanian Minister for Education by the State 

Librarian, W. Brown. The scope of the study recorded 

J.n -'chis report was to examine present library services 
in schools and colleges administered by the Education 

Department and 11 make recommendations for the integration 

of school and college libraries ·with t;he State Library 

Departmen:t 1 s l:Lbro..r.ies into a single system" (p .. 1), as 

weJ.l as to examine situations in which the joint use of 

school 1ibrar ies by the public would be a possi ·bilj_ ty ~ 

In so doing this study is also 11 the :first attempt to 

quantify existing library services in schools and 

coLLeges in Tasmania adminis-t;ered by the Education 

Dc11artmeni; 11 ( p. 1 ) and so f·orms a valuable Te cord o:f 

present resource provision. 

In summarising the f'indings, tho repor·t 

reveals serious deficiencies in school and college 

library resources when compared with Schools Corn.mission 

standards, with primary and district schools being the 

areas of greatest need. Emuhasis is placed on the 

desirability of managing existing resources better 

by co-ordinating and rationalising servicest sharing 
pro:fess:Lonal (~XpertiGe, and using cent::c·al:i.sed 

technical services. 

As a means of effecting such rationalisation, 

the report rc:;comrnends the esi~ab:U.Bhme:n·l~ o:f: a new 

~i.'aEmc:J.ni.an lj_brari es and archi•.res autho:ci t~r, 11 v.ri ·th 

})O\'!C~:cs to l>nd0TtaJ::o the V.!.'ovj_f35.on of· Jibr<:1ry a::na. 

:Lni·o::crnD.·t.io:n HG::cviccr:; to any· o:c all 2.ib:carj_es t..1ndJ:i:c 

the eon-l:ro]_ cf· the H:i..nis-'ce:i: :for Educa:U.onn (p, 69). 

-t:L OY_tf3 .i11c~J_ 11cl<-;: 
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the appointment of regional consultants 

to advise school J_ibrarieo. 

the linking of college libraries with 

public libraries through regional networks. 

investigating circumstances and localit~es 

in v1hich existing library facilities m.-lght 

be shared, and where nm•! facilities might 

be provided to serve either combined 

educational needs or educa:tional and 

community needs. 

establishing a library technical service 

centre to serve libraries. 

(pp. 69--71) 
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QUEENSLAJ.\fl} 

Further results from research into the 

impact of the Commonwealth Libraries Scheme are 
given in Lundinis unpublished M.Ed. thesis, 

!':- Stuqy of_!_g~~n!'luences of New Librar.y ~ac_):]..itie.:...~ 

and an Increase in •:..2ual~fied Li b=i;2.:cv .'._?t"!:_f.r _or1:. 

Secondary School Tiibrary Usag~ (!97t'.L). Using the 

previously-mentioned Environ..'11ent - Organism -

Environment model (see p.i6 o:f the . . ' p:cesen"'C revJ_e'11 J, 

Lundin attempts to establish causal links across 

thj_s co:ntinuurn at the i1rnti tutio:nal 1.evel, usj ng 

the library as a behaviour settiY1g and describing 

broad usage patterns. 

Hine Brisbane government secondary schools 

were surveyed: two without a Commonweal th lib:r0 a:ry or 

teacher-librarian, two vlithout a Commonwealth 2..:!.cirary 
but one -teacher--li_brarian, four wi_ th 2.. Common\•JeaJ.th 

library and one teacher-libraric-~n~ and one with a 

larger-type Commonwealth library and two teacher­

li braJ'..'ians (p. i). Thus the -two me.jar variables, 

staff and building, could be controlled for the 

purposes of comparison. 

Informa-cio:n \·;as obtained Yrom stv.d.ents, 

teacher-librarians and other staff on the use of tho 

:Library and its :facil.i ties, l:i_ bra,ry 9rog::~-ammer:i and 

libraiy activities. ~ore specifically, accessibility~ 

C:tnd -L~he qu9ntit;}r, qu.rdity- aJJcl vcu:iety o:f:' lrora:ry 

usage was described. 

A la::cge nurn1Jer of conelud:Lng s·t;a:temen-ts 

a:c-G n12.Cie tending ~o the general 
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and teachers"(p.iii). Lundin points out that 

there are imnortant financial and educational 

~mplications from these results, for he feels 

that they constitute 11 a considerable amount o:f 

tangible evidence •••. of the value of 

Commonweal th libraries and teacher-li brarj_ans 11 

(pp.254-255), and concludes that if the library 

is to effect desirable educational change, every 

school must have a library "at least to the 

standard o:f the Commonweal th lib!?aries in this 
. ~ n( .. •) S'"GUCtY p.lll • 
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LOCAL OR REGIONAL STUDIES AND SURVEYS -----·----------

The Westudy Reuort (1976) is a report to 

the I·Unister for Environment, Housing and Community 

De"' . .relopment on the information and librany needs 

of the citizens of the Western Region of Melbourne, 

prepared jointly by the Library Council of Victoria 

and ·the Victorian Council o:f Social Service. In 

b:road terms, the objectives o:f this study are to 
invesi~igate the j_:n:formation and library needs of this 

a:rea, j_c1entify and evaluate the area's existing 

lib:cary and information services, and propose plans 

:for the development of services to a standard which 

could serve as a mod.el for sirnila:r.· develo:pments in 

other regions (p.7). The existence of this repor~ 

is a reflection of the current in-teres·t in ur1)an 

planning at the regional level and of the Department 

of Urban and Regional Development's attempts to 
improve cor:1munj_ ty services. In j_ts awareness o:f the 

needs of special groups such as children, migrants 

ano. the aged, iJc seeks to find solutio::.1.s i~o many of 

the problems menHoned by Pickering and Modra (1973) 

and Thomas (1975). 

Through the i:'/cst~udy emphas.i.s on ·the need 

foJ:· H co·-ord_j_nation of resources and ser·irices • . • :fox· 

giv:i.ng adeq_1.J.a-ce inf'o::crc.ation and library service" (p.LJ.6) ~ 

school libraries have a part to play in overall 
I:n Chapte:-c '1, 11 Issues for }i"nt;u::ce StudyH, 

the :cepo:r·t acknowlodges ·that Hthe degree oi~ co·-02JGJ~a",~:io:n 

between -l;ho (ij_fj~eren-t sort;::1 o:f 1.il):;s,rier:> in ·tho WeB't ·-

'-r>:~1 ),..l T) ... ,,·11] ·t 1,.. spec·ic-tl acr:i<.le:.rr1i c ~ is as i.11<:1,d.eQl1.8 .. ~t 12 8,.:~:t, 
,j _,~l l .. J --· ~ J.- -- ·- • -- ~ > - : , - -- ' , -· ••. - --

1 ") • - \T • - -~- ,.., ~· ~ .r:- •'."\ -. .:.. h ... .r• ~'~ ,_,... .-. "1 • r- ti: ( ·~-. r --;,~ ) ar1:~rv.r.t1€_r:c<T! 0_ . ._sc J..11 \' J_(; t;OJ~·J..a.:; c)r, . .LJl J.c.t..C-- u !- J;,. l1 ... _, v ... L .. J,.1.J .. c.:t 1 ...... r.)_/ } 

a:ncl :i:·e:fc·n'f'; to hoper's lH~J.6 b~'/ the St • .t.] bar,..s Eigb i:)cJiool 

oi' a.o··rc::J-oJJ:i.Hg an :Ln·t.zo:gratE5d :fo:;:-m oi· 1:Lb:i:a:r:y s0;::cvic(·) 

for t;he:; vl:l.dc,~c 1 o ea]. comnn.1n.i ty. 

~.Cl1 c; s-l; i .t\:L l) r1:L1 L~ ]? ~Ll. c1 t~ P:r·(, Jc,; c; ·t: .ts c)r1.c: o :f rnD . .r1.~'r 

p~cc) ~J c~ ··;; J·.< :·i (~ c; 1n~·n c :n. (t t.~; rJ l>:Y -t: }~ <; :f.· e ·_p c1 -r· ·t > ·L o 1) ~-; c~ o ·-"" o :r: Ct :l.11 ::c·:~ (; c·i 

·t;.!J.C~ o·.; C: ..• J 1 tho Westo~n rregion 

( 



goveTiments, and comprise 26 members, including 

representatives from municipalitiess commissions, 

authorities, information officers, librarians, 

employers, unionists and consumers. The WRILA 

would become a part of what the :report hopes wiJ.l 

be "a national network o~ info:rmation services, 

including libraries"(p.1). 

Another of the recommended projects 

listed in The Westudy Renart is the allocation of 

$75,000 for a Western Region Public Libraries 

Technilib Project (p.2), which tho report believes 

would be an sxceJ.len-t agency for the centralised 

technical services of Western Region libraries. 

Durj_ng its ir.tquj_ries, We study became aware of 

Technilib, which is a technical services unit 

initiated by the Library Council of Victoria, who in 

1973 asked the Camber1 .. Tell-Waverley Regional Library 

Cammi ttee to car:r·y out; a f'easibilj_ty study in-to ·t;he 

establishment and operation of a computer-based 

central technical services agency for the publ~c 

libraries of Victoria. The ensuing report from the 

'.I~echn:Lli 1) Feasibility Study Cornrni ttee, known as 

Technj.lib Feasibility Studv: Phase I and Phase II - .. ~-------~_.....,, ________ . ____ ____,._ 

!leE9rt (Hay, 197 4) vms accepted by the Library 

Council of Victoria, who have allocated funds for 

the :[1.n·ther promotion and es""'cablishmeD.t of TechniJ.i b • 

. A:U;hough s:echnili b if..:i relevant to aJ_J of Victoria, 

and therefore is a State report, it has been included 

in this section because of its possible adoption at: 

tho reg~onal level 0 

'l'he Gol1:nd.t·cef, sent ques-'ci.u:nnai:r:es ·to a.lJ. 

Victorj_an public libraries concerning their procodurcs 

f()J:· sc;J_C;(;-L5.0JJ' C'?...CClLlj.f;:LJcj_o:rJ ar1Cl catalt::it;1:_j_l1[S Oj~ E1<1t;c;:cj_c1]_0 e 

Of' ·l~b.e 6:5 :Li b:carie:::i coJJcerned, 4.0 rcpJ.ic,d 5 of w11:;J;}1 

'Y1 :L111~U_c:n:l.:c:;Cl they v:ould b<-:-: :Ln·he:cent,._::,(1 in at; Jc::.fYt 



The report concludes that it would be 

desirable to have a Centre offering the above 

services as part of the development of automated 

sophisticated cataloguing services, and recommends 

steps for the obtaining of finance at State and 

national levels to establish Technilib(pp.11-12). 

Unfortunately it makes no mention of school libra±ies. 

At a time \·1hen there is so much emphasis on 

co-operation between different types of libraries, 

as docm11ented, for example, in the Tasmanian re::::iort ~ 

Libraries in Schools, Colleges and the Community, it 
seems that technj_ca1. support services ·which make up 

·the Technilib concept could be a valuable area of 

co-operation. At the moment there appear to be two 

para:L1.e1. developments, for school and for pub1.ic 

J_ibra:ries, j_n the establj_shment of St2.te- er nation­

wide cataloguing support services, and the cautionary 

co:m.mcnt made in Public Libraries in Australia ( p. ·11 

of the present review) is pertinent. 

Similar in its objectives to Westudy is 

the study reported in A.s:cesE2 __ ~_?yl E..:.~i_tucl~- i~h~-~!t 
o:f i:;_l).~_}.Ji b:r.~ a:ri~-'!:_~ni'_~~-n ~_grvi_g~_s S'!=:,udL_~ Sy:_dl_~~Y.:. 

\•!est~.!'n_Regio.n:~ by Tra:3k and Garlick (December, 1975) ~ 
Th:ls research was comm:i.ssioned by ·the Departmen-t of 

Urban and Regional Development following a 1973 

seminar, Breaking Down the Barriers - Community Library 
-----·~- • ~··~--- ... - .. ·-·-· -------~--------------W·---

~s;_f:J).ce at W.:nrerJ.cy Mu:nicd.paJ_ Iiibrary. 'I'rask ref·ers 

i;o -tho coricep·t; of "community J.ib:rary service"(p.16) as 

discussed at the seminar, and the study examines 

Sydney 1 s W~stern llegion (Region 14) with rGgard to the 
po;:::sili2i_li·ty of deveJ.oping a totaJ_ syritem of libr.::-J,ry 

and J.nfoxwation services there. The aims of the study 
arc J_:Lstcd :Ln more de-t:c::J.:i.J. oD. p.16 o:f. tb.e repo:c·l;. 

~l:h0 :i.nver:it :J.g:.).t i_o:n \·.rs,s ce:i:·:ci ed out; :;:·::::om N o•n::rnbe:c, 1 97 ti 

-t;o ~ln.ly ~ 19'75 1, •:Jb.ich tllc-: rc:~E.:E:)C1,:r·c1-:i:~:cs :Cel-l; 'Has not 

r:r1.:i.f':f:Lci<::nt t::irne :for an e::-::hs:ust:L'\.'C s·tudy·. ·J:huD t;hey 
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Methods used to obtain data about the library and 

information services in this Region ~nclude interviews, 

visits, quest~onnaires, special studies, acceptance of 

submissions and attendance at meetings (p.17). 

The 29 recommendations of· the report (pp.i-vii) 

suggest many \•rays j_n which library and information 

services can be co-ordinated on a regional, State or 
national basis and otherwise improved to better meet the 

needs of' users. Specifically, Recommendation no. 29 
sta-t;es: 

That the State Library of N.S.W. be asked as a 
matter of urgency to prepare a state plan for 
library and information services in N.S.W .. .in 
consultation with an advisory committee 
represent~ng N.S.W. Departments of Education, 
Technical and Further Education, N.S.W. Advanced 
Education Board and the N.S.W. Council for 
Social Services; 
That such a plan consider the position 0£ 
university and college libraries as major 
resource collec-'ci.ons ~ the clevelopme:rrt of lib:r·ar;y 
and information services on a regional basis 
with enJ.a:cgod regions.]_ h.eadq_uarters J_i bra::cies, 
the co-ordination of· J_ibrary and 2-nfo:I"·mation 
services provided by different types of ~ibrary 
at loca.l, regional and state leveJ.s, the pla:.1ni:r1g 
of joint school and public libraries and of 
libraries as a major component of community 
centres, in certain rural and i.nner city areas 
which now lack any form o:.f lihrary service4 

(pp~ vi·~v5_i) 

:future :eel evanco schooJ_ lj_braries :Ls 

Reco~nendation 27, which urges the discussion of proposals 

for the provision of bibliographic services for a 

n1rn~er of djfferent types of Jibraries 1 including 

collegs, scl:ool and public, and the consideration 0£ 

-'che ri1f'chnLJ..ib concepi~ BB a means to that (C::n(L On 

cori.1mun:i.t:'r «.2.::>c·) o:f.' school J.ibrs:r-:t.eB, the repo:.ct :: . ..l.so 

n1C)J:''f} s.c c ::=: rJ B i'l)]. e H i.~i-: eJ; r:-; cl1 o cl ho12:c::-3 E~.Ttcl c1T1:t: i11c; 
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Dcvcl.opment o:f Library and Inforrnat.ion Services •i 

( .. 1 r; -i 0 ,..,) . . • tl . bl . pp. 1. 1-1,L , p1npo1n~s .1e main pro ems ~n 

library and ::Lnformation service today~ whicJ:-i co.n 

be suwned up as the need for an awareness 0£ the 

individual's information requirements, and the need 

for leadership and planning on the part of authorities~ 
The emphasis given to these matters here, and in other 

reports such as the Tasmanian blueprint, Libraries in 

§ghools Collef:eS and the Corn!nu:ni~, and Public 

Lj.b2:aries in _ _!~.ust~.§1-lia, indicates that the time is novr 

ripe for a concerted planning effort in library and 

ini'ormation services at all levels. 

Another study which examines usage and 

needs in community library service, but with reference 

to a cj_-'cy rather than a region, is the \<.Jhyalla Library 

Pro ~iec-'c ~ in ·which Brown and Sharman investiga-t;ed the 
11 f'easi bj_li -ty of establisldng a commun.i ty li ·bro.ry n.r..a. 

informat~on service based on the library of the 

Why:::1.lla Campus of the South Australian I:nsti tlrte of 

Technology" (:p.vii), ·v;ith a research grant; f:com the 

Cornx11ission of Advanced Education, as a ref1.ection o•"' 

j_-cs interest in develo:ping a ',vide:r cornmuni ty role 

for Colleges 0£ Advanced Education. The research was 

carried out o·v-er a 9·-·rnonth period :from t'iarch to 

Hovemher, 197 !.l-, and the final draft 01· the report, 

9 tJ:.e.t t::.ts.~~5:.'-~ 1· 0J2. __ c~.?-DJ2~~:_-~i bz~.EL..?---=f1d __ Jr1£S?2~m.~2:.~L2}?:__~9I::'!ic::..~9-
.!2..~-~n2;L0:.l;~.~1:.~ was printed j_n June, 1975. (J)age ::1urnbers 
refer to this dra~t, but the report was published 

in :L·ts final form :for the :td_brs..riei:; Bo<?.rd. 01· ~301.r'ch 

Australia in 1976 as one of their Occasional Papers 

Specifically, the study aims to &~certain 

os:pc;e:i.e,~L}.y tj1e o(h1cationn,J_ needu, to e:x1;1.mi.n~: the 

o.,(J_ c; CJ_wl7LCJ c:r Ci :f (; :w:· j_ fJ t i:n{5 1. j_ 1)J~~ 2,,:c:_y-r- :c (:! f".) f_!'U.:C CC 8 .-i.~n i"!l ('; (:) t j_ll {~ 
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educational areas (p.76). Extensive £unding 

needed to improve this situation, but it ~s 

suggested that co-ordination of the various 

collections would be bothifan economical and 

procluc-'ci ve means of li o:rary development i! and an 
11 i:mmediate step towards providing more effective 

service to more users 11 (p.77). The report describes 

tho exj_sting administrative procedures ·which 1.imi t 

the scope for formal integration or co-operation 

(p.132), and warns that any formal association 

betv.reen libraries must also invol -:.re parent; organisa:tione., 

and this will necessitate changes in the present 

relationships between libraries, parent organisations, 

funding authori·ties and levels o.:f government (p,.133) ~ 

For this reason it has been concluded that 

nco-ordination rather than arnalgamatj_on of existing 

services would be the most appropriate means of 

meeting Whyalla 1 s needs for a comprehensive J_i bra:cy 

and information service''(p.167), and so it would not 

yet be feasible 11 to set up a fully integ:r:·e_-t;ed J.i brary 

service for the Whyalla comrnunj_ty based 011 the S.A.I.T. 

Campus lib::!7ary 11 (p.l6?). 

As a first step towards developing a regional 

network of library and information services, the report 

};:>To~0oses the es-ta'olishment; 1.)f a Oo-or·dj_nati:ng Counci.l 

f'or Iii bra:ry and J:nfomnation SerYices (CO CL IS)., A 

further 15 recommendations are made (pp.x-x~) as 
\•;ays of :;_.mproving ~ extending and c·-ord.:i.rn::d~ing J.i hrary 

and in:fox-rna:'cton services~ inclv_C.ing the })ro.jc.:::tcd use 

o:f one o:f the h.igh school libraries as a comrriu.nity 

'Reading Ce::ntce 1 (p .. 162) asps.rt o:f a comrnuni-ty 

Ji·te:i:acy prog:camrne. 

Of some relevance to school libra~ies, and 
o:e ;)o,:cti01:i.J_a.r:- importanc::e i~o an 1.1-11c10r·st::.:uH1i:ng of· thG 

\I}l 0 :t (:: C; Qj'l (! E.~ irt 0 J:~ ]_ :L 1) :c~ El:t~:,r 1J.. s ·8 ~ j_. s ~t}~_!. c~ j:" f: ~p 0 j7-l; l_ly,. 

<:~:1c1 J:la,rn:L-1-i~or1-.. S1nit.l1 1 
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Consultation Planning Survey Services to carry out 

a study o:C library use and non--use in sample J.ibraries 

in rnetropoli tan t-lel bou:.~ne in order to p:roduce "basic 

data to ar:;sist practising lj_bra.rians, and to i'orm a 

foundation for future research" (Prei'ace). Between. 

February, 1974 and October, 1974, information was 
obtained from 2188 people living in-989 separate 

households selected from four library service areas, 

with the aim o:f 11 elucidating one important area of 

knowledge, namely, the factors which appear to j_:nfluence 

·the ex·tent to which individuals make use of public 

library services" (p.1). 

Of particular significance to school 

lj_brarians is the data in Chapter 5, nsome Characte:.c:i.st;ics 

o:C Library UserB 11
, which j_ndicc:i,tes, as do 'l'rEtsk and 

Garlick (1975:82) that "scnool students are amongst 

the most J_ikeJ.y to use public librari.es 11 (p~ 55). 
}'ur"l~her on the report commen.ts that; "student; use is 

probably related much more to the demands of education 

"'chan to persona]. preference 11 (po 90), and amo:::1g the 

a:ceas oi· recommended fui~ure research i.s ntho lJeed 

for a S~Jecific e:::::aminatio:n of the way in which 
schools u-tilise bo-'ch thei:r.' own and public J.i brari .. es n 

In th.is respect, it would be interesting to 

discover, .for example, to i..·..rha t extent school. stude:.:li;s 1 

use of public libraries is necessitated by inadequc:\.cie,s 

in school library provision, and to follow throu~1 

any changes in school. s"'cudents 1 use of publj_c 

libraries as school library provision improved. 

]
. • 1 "") • 1 • • 1 - .. d , .,. 9 7 ~- ) t' . ...!l.r;::e J. J.cKerJ.11g an( i'lo ra i. 1 ) , ,nJ..8 

report is concGrned with the non-users 0£ libraries, 
cornrnenti.ng on the :f'act ·that lib:ra:r·j_es are le::-Jc ]_jJ::eJ_:y· 

to be relev8nt to the lesB affluent and less educated 
( . .., "1 -·, •.'.\ \ 

_I:''· ci I " Tho exceptional cxaLlple is quoted of thG 

Oj_·(~y o:[ Al.t;ona J .. ibrs.ry Ei0:r:-·"~j_ce, which !ljG c1E;rncmstrati.ng 

an c::>.1rU .. ity to become re1e·\re.nt ·to pEn:fn.1i::1 c.ntrd.de o:f 

t-;}10 r1.c):cr:-1cil E~r>c~c~t;T~·L11n oJ:· lJ. l):cai~y 1..lst:!1:is ~ a:-n.a_ :i.s ·i)t3f~irrn.:LrJ[~ 

-[: o ·c:-:·anf:l c end u OH!C of the trn.d :Lt i. on :.:,J_ l :i.rn:i. ·':; :..i.t ions of' 
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The report makes little reference to 

schooJ..-communi ty li b:r-a:!:'ies or ot1rer co-oTrli:nc-::.terl 

systems of library se-rvi.ce, commen~.::ing the,t 11 :nere 

intcgre.tion o~~· librarios 'dill not, in i-+.;seLf i 

aehieve either better education o:r bet-tcr librarics 11 

(p.121). The authors go beyond this to make the 

judgment that Hthe real issue i.n what might be 

called 'education for library use' is the total 

educat~onal task of help~ng people to develop a 

spirit of enquiry, of joy in knowledge ane of 

living within their own social enviromneni; 11 (p~ 121)., 

Pertinent to this is the evidence of the report 
that lllibrary ex1)erience while s_t :-Jchool is J.ikely 

to have a positive effect upon library use in later 

lif'ell (p.118). This raises many interesting l0ng-

term L~;plicati.ons for the impact of schooJ_ library 

provision and usage which go beyond their 

immediate educational benefits. 

A great deal of the recent intereat in 

school-community libraries has centred on the 
Boronia Eigh School Oorrmmn.i ty Li br2,ry in VicJcoria, 

the first project of its kind in Australia 
involving the extension of a normal Common,,:2al th 

library to permj_t a join-'c public. and school J_ibra::7 

service in the one building. The service commenced 

in June,1974, and the official report of the ~irst 

for the Sducation Department of Victoria and the 
City of Knox by the Advisory Comm~ttee of the Library. 

of· Ct c::t' irJ ir1f!~ c-1. c O)!li!lU_t1i. t:y- J._ j_ 1)J:' ai~y $ a.t ·t~h r3 11i s ·to :c-:I o :f 

·r·i ~,-. r1 ·i E! C! -t: . at. -c 11 e .i\. ~z::r~ e 1.::~ n1 ·8 J11~ "'t) o t \'1 c~ e r1 -!~ 11 E; ~r~ ci u c 2l i~ j_ o r1 
.·~ • . - t:.• ; - , 

J)e c.:;:t1t., -tt!..G (:~Lt;:~,r ()f' .i(r~.o):. c~1d. tl1c; scd10u~!- ~ 8.:t -C}J.C 

ct cl \:·c;,11..:0 'J.f:~; (· r:1 :: .. 11cl -p~co -o ]_ eln.s i:' c ·3:-- er~ e 011 ') artd. c1 t; -t.;l·• \:=: :pc~ ·i~ ·l~ c:i ·x1f3 

o:r-: ue:~ which huve d2veJopGd (p.1), 
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concerned~ from the point of view both of the 

school and the puolic 11 (p. 25), and that ·while the 

project departed from the recommendations of the 

feasibility study in some matters, such as book 

selection and division of responsibilities, 
11 these departures do not appear to have adversely 

affected the development of the project 11 (p.25). 

Problems include lack of sufficient 

space in the building, especially for a quiet area 

for students, and inadequate expenditure by the 

Ecl.ucation Department, especialJ_y on .A-V Gquipment 

and materials. Thus the Comrni.ttee recommends ths.t: 

for future projects a more adequate study of 

building requirements is needed. 

the City of Knox and the Education Department 
begin an immediate study to determine the best 

rn.eans of extending the Comrnuni ty J:..i brary 

bu.il ding. 

the Education Depart;ment and the Library Council 

of Victoria should set up a working party to 

examine the question of finance,including 
adeq_uate provision of A·-V materiaJ.s for both 
s·t;udents and the public. 

(pp. 22-2/r) 

A more detailed evaluation of the Boronia 

High School Comrr,uni ty Li b:cary ·was made in an 
inde1)enclen-l; S.L.lLP. investj_gation .. by Lund:i1~ ancl 

HcArthur in 1975 and re1)orted :Ln J'h_~.1? . .0 .. E:.S: .. ~J..a. 

~X:.12.'.:...::f..:~E.~?J:t:.__§l_]:,· e n2y. t __ .2_L_~l~-~ v_ a1 ~::-.!.~:..~::i. _ _si_f· _j;_[t e -~s-~r:g_J2._:L ~-

concern:Lng 
att:i.. tu.de;:::;~ 

In:for-mat:Lon 
' anc1 

ssEvice W8S obtained through questionnaires, 

obr-;erve:t:Lc11, j~e-port:s and in-tex·v:i.ews" 

wGre local records and reports relevant to thG 
~L :L.iJr·e .. J~~T ' f::~ t~ 2t. t c1n0 ~!) i~ 8 8~1)0 u t; 1:-~() :co Tli a I15_ 'tJ)~8.:c:~r ,. r E ~L a~t ~;a. 

Ei ·\~1:LCi:L es ~ - <.11-..Cl o ·t:},1 r_::r· 3 J~~·t j_ c J. es ct21d <:lo c111ncr1 -'c e:; 011 tl1 e 

bJ.ie li :cel~l·t j_ot1s f) 



public!t(p.7), and at discovering the extent to 

which expectations were being met. 

Results from the questionnaires indicate 

nthat the Boronia Liby·ary is meeting many of the 

published quantitative standards and some of the 

expectations of the users in terms of provision -

f ·]··· ' . ., ' _,_ .L•"fl( "1) aci _1~1es, ma~eriais, ana s~a~I p.~ • Iiike the 

pre».rious report, this one comments on the j_nadequacy 

of A-V provision (p.21), and the departure from ~he 

original feasibility study recommendations, so 

that there is not a Community Librarian in charge 

but two 11 semi-au-conomous 11 librarians operating ·with 

separate policies and services. 

This lack of true integration regarded 

by the researchers as "probably the biggest overall 

·weakness o:f the library" (p. 54) ~ and they Gonclude 

that Boronia "is not a good exmnpJ.e of a joint 
school community library 11 b'!..lt rather consists o:f 
11 t·wo services :from a single building 11 (p. 5i\.). v.J i tr.1 

reference to future schemes of this nature, the 
report wa:i:•nf3 that though 11 rationalio2;tio:n of reaources 

~s sensible''(p.55)~ district and/or regional 
planning is crucial to avoid foolish proliferation 

or downgrading of the role of a good public library, 
:fo:r.· at Bcronic:., the report concludes, Hthe schoo]_ 

I- b r-,. ' ~ - tl , "I - 11 / r r- ) a:9pears ·00 ene:Li·t; mo:ce c11an -_1e puo~ic \P.· :J:::J • 



COHCIJ 1J S ION 

In considering the research related 

to school libraries in Australia, 1973-1976, one 

can see evidence of two main areas of evidence. 

There has been a substantial amount ·of 

inve::>t:i_gaJcion in.to the qualitative and quant;itative 

j_mpact; of the Commonweal th Government 1 s funding 

of school libraries and emphasis on the subsequent 

need for continued £unding to assist school 

library development. O:f particular interest here 

are ·chc-; more recen-t plans for the establishment 

of a national school cataloguing service, which is 

part of the second main -thrust of research :for 

both school and public libra~ies, that o~ 
co-ordinating and rationalising services at 

National, State and regional levels. 

The reports on public libraries have 

also revealed a growing a-v1areness of' the need £or 

library and information services that meet the 

requirements of' ,-;he individual user, and .in 

particular the requirements of minority groups, 

while the concept of school-·comrruni·ty lj_br21-ries 

has also remained an important area for current, 

and no doubt futuro 1 research. 
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