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Tbv large number o7 rsyorty, studies and

surveys welated to Ausitralian school Librar
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have appeared in recent years, and in par
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since the influent
£
the 1960's, an interest which was rewarded by ©The then

al Fenwick Report of 1

(&)
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ote

to the upsurge nterest in school libraries during

".3

L

Commonwealth CGovernment’s 68 commitment to the

WO

F¢
provision of substantial financial aid for sacondary
school librarias,

The period 1973-1976 was chosen

c‘r 5
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%
e
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review because most of the relevanit documens
1 scussed in the Comnonwealth Seccndary
-

3i
Research Project paper No. 3, A Hevisw

School Libraxies

of Studies and Zurveys Related to School Libraries in

Australia, by R. Lundin (lMay, 197%5. The purpose of

e

er 1iIs to continue on from wnere that

‘d

the present pa
e

’_..v

Review finished, nd by bringing together as many studies

as I could gain access to, to helyp update the recoxd of
Australian school library studies.
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¥ have not isolated the ‘lacademic? studies
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as a group
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the above-mentioned Review dic,
tzcademic”" ones, such as the School Librarics Rssezuch
Project studies from the Faculty of Lducation at Monash
University, define their areca of reseawrch on a state

or national basis, and so the categery of national,

sbate or loceael secems a useful and meaningiul division

for these later paners.
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REPORTS . STUDIES AND SURVEYS

P

The Commonweazlr Government's granting of
considerable finencial support for school libraries
wvas a landmark when announced in 1968, and much of
the subseguent research into Australian school
libraries has been concerned with the impact of this
innovation. The most comprehensive account of the

o

crigin and implementation 0f the Commonwealth Libraries
Scheme appears in an uanpublished Ph.D. thesis by

Smart (1975), Federal Aid to Australian Schools,

which puts this scheme snd the earlier Commonwezlth

Science Laboratorie

U)

rogrammne into historical

perspective as first two major national scheme
of Federal aid to schools. Smart carried oult the
study hetween 1971 and 1975 in the Bducation Research

Unit within the HResearch School of Social Sciences

at the Australisn National University, and through
extensive documentary and oral researcn, set ouid

"to provide .... an understanding of the oxigins,
implementation and implications® (Preface,xvii) of
the Commonwealth Science Laboratories Programme and

Commonwealth Libraries Scheme.

These two educational innovations were
.

considerad within the context of "the troubnled areca
of Commonwealih-3tate FTinancial yelations in educaticnt
(p.3
Ufrictional fedeyalism" rather than Yco-operative
feder

some degree of independences, but did not want to reject

%0), which +the researcher noted at times resemblad

7

, as some States were Trying tTo maintain
Commonwenlth Firv s Speciii STV e Sy T oy
commonwealtin f ald, Qp(.. cific arecas of conflict

atandards fow
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o pasiticular preblems mentioned by Smard
with moopect to the inplementsiion of the Libraries
Scheme were vhe ineguities
independent schooles in the =1

the scarcity of gqualif

also emphasised in the Commonwezlth Se
Librarices Hese

0
i a2

other library personnel. The latter def
S C

)
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arch Project report, Sec
ust

Libraries in A ;ralia: a Report on the

A
econdary Schoois Libraries
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the Commonweal
(C¢SoSchRaPa 9"{97
1

:”15), which was included in Lundin's
afore-mentioned i

view{C.8.2.L.R.P.,No. 3, 19
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Tne preparation of suitably qualified school
librarians received attention at a residential workshop
organised by the Commonwealth Department of HEducation
and Science and held in Caunberra, 1-4 August, 1S72.
Phirty-—-five representatives attended frem State Bducation
Departments, non—-government schools, tertiary inst

itutions
then running courses for school librarians, the Library
Association of ALustralia, and the Australian Schocel
Library Association. This event, zand its subseguents
Report, Bducation for School Jlbp rianship {1973%) are
significant in the develoypment of school librawvianship,
for they rep%ésent the first official national

.-

o]
Australia, being more comprehensive in scope, fox

fang

example, than the 1967 L.A.A., Commitiee weport, The

Teaining of School Librarians.

I the Xeynote address, Dr M. Balson, of

Monash University, detailed chenges in concepts of

education in recent yvears, and placed the wole of the
scho ithin the context of individualised
learning and resource-based, rosearch-oriented

beaching and 1earuing. Thus there was no doubt aboub

62

the importance of the school libiawy




In Shiedsr Tinzal statement on education Tor

e
school librarianshinp, the participants recommended
three areas of competencea: in the fields oi teaching,
librarianship and administraition, as well as the
ﬁn&erﬁaking of tertiary educaticu to the level of a
third year major within another academic field.

An admirable feature of the report is the way in
which it analysed objectives for each of these three
areas of +training, with resvect to both general aims
and specific outcomes, so a composite picture of the
role of the school librarian emerges in some detail,.

"inal Recommendations of the report

3y of possible approaches to education
for school librariaz%th suggested that a survey be
undertaken on possible external courses for school
librarianship, that guidelines be established for a
course to vrepare audio-visual specialists in resource
centres, and that criteria be examined to provide
sultabvle selection proccedurses for entrance To teacher—

Abrarian courses.

fod

Follow--up on the above recommendations was
slow, but external coursses in school librarianship axs
now & reality, and further attention To resouxrce &
training was given by the Schools Commissicn's
sponsoring of a workshop on the éaﬁoation of resource
support staff at Port Sorell, Tasmania, 8--13 June,1975.

A dweft report of this seminar, entitled A Nationsl

P o

Seminar Worlishow for the Education of Regcurce Supnexd

A

ves yrintad as a record of proceedings, end iv is

xqecmcd that thisa ill shortly be sdited and revised

Phe purpozme of

taslin and develop stroteglies of school suppor

ervices and to establiich Qulﬁelines Tow
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bread sense to include all stafd in a rasourcs centio
pther than *he person in charge. Thise would then
¢cover other teacher-~librarians, 1iln jans, library
assistonts, media/audio visual specialists, media
assistants, library techniciansg, clerical assistants
and aides,

One of the problems which arose

types of support staff required, in describing
competencies, identifying tasks o be performed by

different sunnort staff, and developing guidelines fox
the preparation of support staff was that mdnu temms,

such as "lLibrary technician" and Yaducatiocona
fechnologist?, could be interpreted in different ways.

Despite

such differences,

agre ement

seened Lo bhe

universal that the provision of wescource service
staff was an priority. Thus the follo

imporitant

3 waft recon lations e ma
two draft recommendzations we ma

1. That the Schoocls Commission b
funds for courses in all Stat
service support staff along
approved at Tthis Semlnar/w0£k

2. The Schools Commission be

assist institutions to
gualified staflff who can
prepare resource service

prepar

staf

Two pexrticulay deficien
Commonwesnllth Libraries Scheme which
enphasised, namely the inequities be
indevendent schools in the alilocawni
scarcity of cualified tescher-libra

CHi the recomumendatios
; i thre Report oif the
of the Z‘x istralion Schools Commisaic
Uiammel LWﬂQCTYHc in comparing the
Commonwealth financial schemcs fox
snd libwaries wiith the
TG BN Smart commended
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teach in programs designed To
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ihe Commonwealth Libraries Scheme, as they

the esgvatlishment of a primary libraries pL’"“Tﬂb‘
(which begsn in 1974), the training of Seachei-
librarians (plus the replacement of those

4
'
i3
)
3
y

training), and the continued extensicn and expansion
0x the existing secondary libraries programame,

1

One of the main concerns of the report wes

Aits attempt to meet the needs of disadvantaged students,

and in making the above recommendations the Commibttee
streased the importance of a variety of goocd school

library ma b@rldls for children '"in whose howmos there is

no access tc boecks and where the level of litezracy is

relatively low™ (p.82).

) Syecial areas of

ldentified in the report by

Library Services to the Di

Nation (1973), one of a serx

Livrary Promotion Council. i

document containing much Feood for thouzghit, and al thou zh

it makeg little specific reference 1o schocol Libiraries

as such, it has many implicaticns Fowx those who believe

that thexre should be close liaison between school and

comaunity libraries and who see the school libhrary as

part of +he educationsl centvire of a community or asg

paxrt of the community’'s information network. In addition

of course, many of the Ydissdvantaged” are of sciicodl age,

so school libraries are rectly involved.

This swasll but comprehansive rapomnt
to say aboult the following "disadvantaged' segctiong o©

the community: pecple from

ML“T&LMO, ?GOUlQ SUJI%L¢3@

which

beesis of the avthor:a! concorn is tho

conmnun ity S

whieh S ubilis




it is pecstinent to ke

"the pance form of library se
groups in the comminiiy (p.3
valuable suggestions for imp
it is propesed that the person of low sccic-—economic stat
may reject the local library because of its hushed
atmosphere and rules, and because much of what it offers
appears irrelevant Lo his needs. VWhat would be more
appropriate would be for the library +to provide
"information relating %o the essential tasks of day-to-
day living"(p.32), such as informarion on local community
agencies, proposed local or State government works and
activities (slum clearance, freeways), and health and
family welfare agencies, with steff presenting s more
sympatheﬁic Tace than public libraries usually do.

Suggestions of th type wecelve mare detailed treatment

is
in Traslkt (1974), through the concept ¢f a2 comnmunity

library and information service.

Pickering and Modra emphasise the 1libraxry

needs of migrants, including forei; 1

naterials which can inform them about Au

of foreign language Tookstock, and bi-~lingusl librarians,
"

The repcrt lists adults with reading and learning

vroblems as another disadvantag

ﬂ‘}

red group; public libraries

as they exist at present mu to them as simpdply

‘another irrelevancy in a prin ated socliety. It is
suggested that a library's st ¢ should includs more

easyv-~to-read adult material as well as audio-visual

material ©wo cater for adults who are barely literate.

The findings of the later Westudy Heport (1976:?9)
1
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traditionslly associated with libraries have b
mentio ting {factors

ned by Pickering and Modra as inhib
to teenage library users, and it is propo
change in library planning and atmosphere could do much
to bring more young adulits into libraries: or verhaps
a library could be set up in a more acea ssible place

such as a storefront in an urban area,

The gged and handicapped make np a largs
section of the community, with enormous and varied
needs for livrary services. Theilr lack of mobility
special handicaps such as loss of sight or hearing,
loneliness or pain necessitate libraxry services of

gifferent kinds, with ease of access To suitable

materials being one of the main neceds. Hospital

ot

patients share some of their problems, with the added

difficulty that for most, their stay is relatively

<

shoris

The provision of library services to
prisonexrs is probably the most controversial area
listed. The suthors state that the potential rolie of
effective prison library service in education and
rehabilitation is worth investigating, and Sngest
that o law library service should ve considered,; as

well as educational and recreationsl library services.

The first section of Trask's repoxrt for

the Australian Libirary Promotion Ccouncil, Lit

Sexvice and th wunity: a Heport to the N

(' 174) ewemplifies the kinds of library services

-, P e 3 T ] 2t T NP - PR o T P
Mmoo cocessible th brovies usually wre) and an
infomnation cenlbi resource Iiloes on dnformsbion

scuracen, including government deparimenits.



Aithough 2ll the divisions of seryvices

make the sceheme sound rathew top-heavy, The suggestions
do cxemplify the need Tor Ilibraries To Jook outwards

1o the community they sexrve, partic
who are "informaticnally dissdvantaged
"o, vapriety of outlets to suit varied needs and

situations®(p.21), which is also one of Pickering and
Hodra's main theses.

5

One planning concept particularly applicabl
to school libraries 1s the use of regions as a bpase f
the provision of library secrvice. With the growth of
e

axr
regional education off

ices, informzl school library
networks are now being established soc that libraries
can assist each othe

One of the main coatryributions c¢f this
report is the way Trask emphasises the idea of o

"')

library as a neitwork of servieces, not jJjust a buiilding.
r

The report stresses the irp ortance of information
gservices being availlable ©to "all levels of the
0 i an easily understood format and Ifrom

n
.ccensible centres"(p.16).

LAl though Trask concedes that the combined
school~community library is still only a possibility

because of conflicts in 1ts implementation with ¢
responsibility, she feels that there is nevertheless

4.

a need for a mowre open approach teo library sexvice,
quoting W. Brown, the Tesmanian State Librarien (

on the value of integration and co-ordinavion in

vroviding a more efficient sexvice than otherwise.

~
i
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The desirability of
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mention in the




The possiblility cf fulurs school- communibty

& ¥
library co--cpneration isg suggssted in the wide-rang
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Public Libraries in dustralis: Report of the Comml ti
Ny

of Inquiry into Public Libraries (1976). Although

this report set out primerily to "incuire into and
report upon the cuxrrent role and effectlivensss of
State, regional and municipal libraries in serving the
information and recreation needs of the community (p.i),
attention was also to be paid to the "relationship between

e
public libraries and libraries in educstion centres®(p.1)

Commenting on ithe fact that the tern

m
@
B
o+

"Oommunity LibrarvY means different things o diffe
pecpla, the report makes a cautious assessment of the
future potential of school-community librarises, and
recommends (p.114) that "arrangements should be made

by State Library Authorities for monitoring and
evaluation of all projects for school-community
libraries, and of other projects involwving co-opneration
between public libraries and libraries in sducation
centres", One of the main prodblems pin-pointed LY

the revport is the fact that many school libraries are
still only barely serving theixr school e
o as yet are "not well placed to attempt to
1

- . . e . -
rovide joint school and public libraxry serxvice'(p.31):

However, on many occcasions {(see Recommendation
24, for exan 1ple) the report comme nds the idea of
lisigon and QOwoperation Letween libraries, snd siressces

—~ ‘ [N
+he neasd for Yall information souvxrces LLO
1

e
=
i
'..x
o’
i
Y]
o
foed
{0
C"x
O]
o

relatedi(p.28), Yhis emphasis
informnation services and not just places to obtaln

. 4y e . . BT Y e o N e Ty A
boole can also he sgeen in Plckerliug a Modra{i1973)
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in centralised technical Services, mrﬂ Tublic
Libraries in Australia sounds a timely warning in

incompatible systems will be devel s
“because of the lack of guidelines which can be
observed by those developing such systems®(p.83).
This report foreshadows "great developments! in the
field of centralised Dbibliographic services, but it
remains to be seewn how much integration fthere will
be of public and school bibliograpnic services.

In 1974 the Schools Commission made funds
"available for the Working Party on Research and
Development of AACOBS (the Austral
Council on Bibliocgraphical Servicesg) to bring together
,twentv»four librerians, educators and computer
beGClwlLS for a three—~day conference on the
‘eotabllbhment of national bibliocgraphical services
for school libraries. The conference repoxt, National
Schooi Library Services(July,1574), aerters, like

Tras\(1 74) to changing informational needs

generated by new patterns of education, in particular
0 the "shift from centraliscd and prescripiive

abuses towards local and individuslised

curriculum developments®(p.1). It is felt that becaus
resulting increase in demand for access o

cce materials, school libraxry svaefll should be
from time-consuming tasks associated with the
gselection, acyguisition and caivaloguing of Llibrawy
agterials. Foxr this purpoge systems are needed 1o

duplicatlon of effort, provided that syshems

o5
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1 would allovw them
respond fo local needs and which would peimit
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~agearch, The main recommendation
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vag thai a feasibility study be underilaken with
Schools Commiession funding to determine The best way
o establish central school libraxy sexyvices wnich
would e sensitive to local needs.

Accordingly, in late 1974 D. Down and V.
Young wexre seconded Ifrom the State Ccllege of
Victoria for several months to complete a feasibility
study on central card catsloguing services. Their
report, Cataloguing for Schools: the Feasibility of

Catalosue Card Services for ALl Schools in Australia,
as vpresented to the Schools Commission esarly in 1975,
Specifically, the study aimed to suxrvey existing card
services and identify levels of duplication, to
jevelop a cost analysis of pfeseﬂ* card services for
schools, including that of the b T
examine the range of automated and manual systems
uitable and recommend the most appropriate system,
and to malke recommendations on the methods and
procedures necessary to implement a catalogue card

sevvice for all schools in Austrelia.

The report recommended the establishmsnt of
a cenbral agency, the Auvstralian Schoocl Bibliograsphic
Information Centre (ASBIC) in order to develop a data
panl of cuﬁﬂTogue information and to achieve maximum
co—operation among existing catalogue services. Fo
phases weve distinguished for the establishment of
central cataloguing sexrvicas, ontinuning carough t
the 1979-1281 triennivm, and the sustralian HARC
record service dats base was to be incorporated ind

A ” e ey
the svsten.

Down and Young's wecommendatio rocelived

endorsenendt In Lthe Schooels Commission's

e N

1CGT7R ). wihich

state and



ne,1975:273) and
Tt would be maintain
ol library programnes.
Punds we cated for the planning and
construction of libraries, extending hookstock and
other services, and for the continued trasining of

teacher—~librarians.

The Commission's proposals were subsequently
revised after the 1975/76 Budget was brought down, =
new triennium was declared for 1977-1979, and 1976
was made an Y"interim" year, with present sitandards
being maintained with regaxrd to current expenditure,
but new initiatives deferred and capital expenditure
curtailed. In this light, then, it is enccuraging
that the Schools Commission's Report for 1976 (October

1975) continued to recommend support for s national

school cataloguing service and for the general

improvement of library vprovision.

It is interesting To note thaet amcng
earlier reports related to school libraries botn
Trask (1968:15) and Sullivan (1970:5) alsc commented
on the value of central processing services. it
gufficient Ffunds continue to be nmade available, the

relopment of a national school card catalogue
sepvice could rank next in importance to the
Commonwealth Governmant! commencemnent of direct

fundinq for secondary school librariss in 19868 as

ilestones in the progress of Australian school
libraries Unfortunately, the cevtious wordiag
of the Scheols Commission's Report: Rolling Trienni
497779 (July,1976), tha’t the ”‘iu;ary congtruction
programmne will be continned at a modest pace{D.59)
does nod provide grounds fov pgreat opvimigm Fow the

T school Librowy spending.
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The earliest evaluation of the affeots
of the Commonwealth Librariesg Scheme came from the
series of Comuonwealth Secondarwv School Libraries
Research Projects (C.S.S.L.R.P.) commissioned in
1970 by the then Commonweazalth Devartment of Bducation
and Science and undertaken by the Deparitment of
Boucation at the University of Queensland, witl
Professor W. Camppell as Chairyman and R, Lundin as
Project Research Officer. The most detailed Paver
in this series is the preliminary report, Secondary

School. Libraries in Australia (1972), rreviously

reviewed (see p.3 of the present review). Since 1972,
nine others have appeared, each treating a different

area of secondary school library research.

Paper No.1, School Iiibrary Research:

A

Literatuxre Reviews (March,1973) is a listing of the

major American reviews of school library research
literature now available, with brief comments on
“their use and limitations.

The second Paper, On Establishing Standards:

1
Thecry and Research (April,1973), is a discussion of the

complex uid controversial matter of school library

stendards. Tandin considers Spain's distinction
69) among three kinds of andards: yuantitative,

ive, and evaluative criterias and after

examining their inadequacies and the problems of applying
such standaxds offers an aliernative which implies that
the whole approach to standards shiould be rwe-thought.

f‘,
<
®
n

QO the matiter of gquantitatis
Lundin acknowledges thelr useiuvlness as Vg
standords for a particular programme’(n.2), but feels
that there ere still many problems concerning the
egtabl Lokhnent of guantitative sitandavads for bookstock,

Ihe rveport desceribes

onshipn vaebweslt gome

en, Library
~ 1. ks - on
i Anstralisn

devermining




5.
what should be the recommended gusantitative standards

-

with respact to these three aspects of library

K
y

.

1

fTacilities, Based on 47 secondayy schools in South
dustralia in (3971, the study showed that there was

3
"no complete, simple relationshiv bhetween any singls

v

jon
o
0
M)
0
4]
o~
e}
ro
(o)
A
L3

facility variable an

This result is not surprising when one
considers the obviocusly complex nsture o
within a school. Moreover, the report fu
that foxr bookstock, quantity alone
usage, as quality and relevance are imnpor
Un library sizs, the study found that the iibrary’s
geating cavacity is the singlile most imporvant factox

p

)
H

in determining usage. There are s here, vhough,for,
1

as the wépoxt suggests, one cou

©

4 hardly have =& school
librery to sccommodate 100% enrol

Lundin appears o dismiss quelitative
standards and evaluative criteria as be
and vague to be useful, and then commends a I
approach, that of the Santa Barbara High Schocol
District, in establishing Librery goals esxpressed in

fTuncltional and behavioursl Tterms. He guotbaes
e

extensively from this prograume, Listing the 17 goals

and accompanving objectives, including the gencrsl
goal that "given an interest oy sssignment in
reading, 90% of the time students using the lLibrary
uwing its hours of service will find msterial withiin

d
their ability level” {(p.>39). Th”s, it is suggested,
2 +

school could evaluate its own 1library cervice and
vrovisiocn agsainst the needs of 1ts ugers. The probosza

[ BN 2 R = 3 L PO TR 3 . n a3 ox , s
sethod of evaluatvion, a check-list, is wot discusssd

ehail ané hewelin lic




Reference has already been made in

present paver {(p.1) to the third C.S$.3.L.R.P, Paper,

ot

o
EOR S,

A Review of Studies and Surveys Relate 2d _te Schoel

ries in Australias (May,3i1973%), whose work the

o

'Y

a
present review continues. A wide range of documents

been included in the 1973 review, from the 193%%
nn-Pitt Report to the previously mentioned comprshensive
CeS.5.L.K.P. Paper of 1972. They are grouped according
to "academic" studies, historical items, state surveys
and national surveys. A valuable section of the Paver is
Lundin's classifying and listing of a large number of
areas of needed research in the fiel

Q

of school

librarianship which were menticned in the various reports.
This list, and the number of studies discovered Ffcor the

present review, suggest that school librarianship in

Australia is becoming a prolific arez of rescarch.

4 later C.S.S.L.R,P. review, The School
Library in Education: a review of reseasrch and theory
relating to school iibraries (Vo.b6, September,1974),
also ligts a variety of school iibrary research papers.
The scope of this paper is broader than No.3, for 1%
includes Jjourn=al articles and does not confine itseld
t0 Austrelian publications.

Lundin places school litrary research within
the Iframework of the ”ecological“ model used in tThe
C of secondary school. libraries (C.S.S.L.R.P
1972:2). This model considers school Librarises and
their users within their contexts o1 environments,
Thus studies zre categorised not accowding to Ttopics
but along an Lnvirenment - Organism - dnvicomwnent

continuum, devending on the relatlonships investigataed

2 o
Pive categorics of situdies are identified, accovding
Lo whether they relats:

A - envivonnental Influences o

and acoensibility.

T e dnbras-library operaltions and accessibilihy.

G e interactions.

T e cubecomes,

T YoR avachorisbian




Host studies were found to Ttelcong to Caztegory 4,
wnile relatively few astbttemplted to relaite proximal
.t

)

ry H.
The main findings from Category A to

imuli to outcomss (D), and very few were in
o

™

Category E across the model have been sumnarised as
follows:
~ lack of funds has been the greatest single
inhibiting factecr in school library development,
~ a school's educational climate is an important.

influence on the libraxy's effectiveness, as is
accessibility in terms of provigions and services.

-~ library-oriented teachers resulted in library-

oriented sbtudents.

-~ resource-—-based, research-~oriented leaching and
1ﬂarn1pg tend to result in more positive outcomes
than Y"traditional" melhods.

tio
~ finally, there ig some evidence that schecol library
activities result in Umrmanent chianges in patteras
of students' library ucage, esvecially 1
reinforeed by teachers.
(pp.52-53%)

Further encouraging conclusions have Tteen

reached Dby Campbell in C.S.3.L.R.P. Paper No.4,The Effect

. et ¢ b i nr et e ok PR

of Commonwealtith Libraries Upon iAcademic FHotivation
(Octooer,1973), In evaluating the educaticnal effects
fof Commonwealth libraries, he uses the same continuum

referred to above:

i 2 5 4 5
Provision of Provision Significant Increase
Clweslth e of ey use of -3 i
funds library facilities ;
facilities wotbtivation
Foeusing his wescarch on effects within the fourth awesa,

CGampbell bascd his study on 484 Grade 10 students at a
_reoresentative sample of eight Drisbane secondary

-

i - : b =5 o e e s 'v T S BN )
cchnools vith and withouys Commonwesnlth Libraries.

aludy conclades whiat Y1t would adpeal

P LA 5
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ds lo.8,

would be inveolved, but feels Vit weould pe difficult
n

to belizsve that there are wvariables with over—ridir

e
pover thatl have not been included” (»n.23). This
study also suggests implications for the £ifth
arez aiong the continuuwm, in that "enhancement of
academic motivation .... is Likely 1o generate
its own effects upon boith cognitive and affective
outcomes" (p.24).

¢.5.5.L.8%.P, Paper No.7, The Secondary
Schools Libraries Programme,i969-1975: a sgshtatistical
summary of exnenaiture of federal funds on buil s

- .

wag - printed

din
and resource it isg

ot
[
; |
1]

¥

Cectober, 1974.

bs
€5,

a shoxrt bu*'oom1*uhen8ive account of expenditure
I

C

n the Commonwealth Libraries Scheme, up to and
including the predicted figures for 1974 and 1975
The report covers both government and non-—-gZovernmeny
schoolg, and indicates that "the Secondary Schools
Libraries Programme will be about halfl way

completed at the end of 1975%,

Another of the smaller C.S.3.L.R.P. Papers

for Emplovment as a Yeacher-—

|'

Libraris valia (Oetober, 1974), in which
$

Tundin describes the peliciles formed by government
and non-~government auvthorities on conditions for
enployvinent of teacher~librarians, including
recocgnition gziven 1o qualifioations in librarianship.
Policies for both yrimary and secondary governmend

schools in each state have been detailed, revealing

diffevences in policy with regard to the employing

of schocl Librariens without lLibrary gualifications
or with Limited teacher—-tralining, and in the degres
of recognitvion given to L.A A, Megislralbion papers.
Pluch giroeatenr is Found vo exislt in non

maaent sel

gover

g ﬂol"“{ O

any guo

(p.idy
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C.0.8.L.H.P, Papexr No.%, School /kouquity

-3 ol
Libraries, by Lundin (February,i974), touches on a
controversial area of current interest which is

i

apart from the main emphasis of the other C.S.5.L.R.2.
Papers. The aim of this report is "to descrilbe
discuss the issues velated to scncool/community
1ibraries"(p.2). Information for this study was
obtained from & national survey conducted from
December, 1973 to January, 1974, a literary search,
and direct observation of school/community libraries

in O"OCf'EllJ L0,

J

Focusing on the integrated, singlc-—

building avproach to scho ol/community library service,
the report sums up basic issues on which there is
considerables agreement: ‘

- neither school nor public library service shoul
be compromised.

Uil

- complete integration shouvld be effected tc avoid
a schizophrenic type of operation.

~ YECONC iWirg the different roles of the two Types
of 1library is the biggest single problem.

~ 1t is dif;lcult to Gefine whet is meant by
toommunity ! in this context.

Next it considers in detail the many complex problens
and possibilities of such an vnderiaking within the

areas of standards essional staff, asdministraition
and control es ty s the educational process,
atmosphere, social faclors, and advantages Lo school

and community.

The Conclusions (pp.47--48) suggest that
areful ce—operative planning and a thoxough

B afiiatie)
investigation of a community's total library and
information nseds are necossary belore such a veonture
igs undertaken. To thig end, ths Recommendaltions

!
2 : S RN P~ o I NS Y (P
include variouws forms of national and state-lovel
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proposals such ventures where ths need
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The Tinal C.S.S.L.R.P,

of the Australian

}Jo

6]

Paper

ade
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Libraries Programme: a summary report off findi

e
S

1970~1974 (January,1975),
together the conclus

in whlhh Imandin bring
¢.8.8. 1.,
the Secondary Librar
of

ions from earlier

(28]
H
Q

investigations into

ies
Pr

The repnort Traces the development the

c_J.
@
Q

wnose

[N

’j =
o

scope includes conducting 28 case s

©
o]

2

’):..

schocl 1ibrary programmes,
over &000

teachers,

handling questl nun

se

\S2

from school students and

t-J

condary

obtaining detailed task information
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from

50 teacher—librarians as well as observation and
interviewing in cver 150 scnool libraries. The
difficulty of atienmpting to nmonitor any improvement
in the guality of education as =z resuli of improved
library provis Llon is acknowledged, for this
necessitates estavlishing "cause-and--effect
rel 1onshiis across a framewoerk which ranges Iromnm
physical entities at one end to psychological

ovtcomes at the cther™(p.4).

Detailed findings are tavled in the areas

cf improvements in 131 sy provision, changes in the

roles of tThe Library and the teacher-~librarian, changes
in curriculum and insgtruction, and changes in stuldent
behaviour, motivation and satisfaction. Other, unintended
effTects of the Frogramme are listed as a heigﬁtQHLng tol
community concern regavding library provision and
informnaeticn services g“nc““!lyg a ye-analysing of

otlicr libravy sexvices, growih

Librory Service branches, some

and develocwment of nebtworlks in

services, planning for a national scheol cataloguing




N

interest in Australian school librariss (pp.d%%-i10).

In concluding, Lundin siresses the need
for special federal funding to countinue "for at
least six more years"(p.112) in order to meet the
Scheme's original objJective of providing every
secondary scnool in Australizs with library resources
and facilities up to minimum published standards,
including adequake professional and support staff
Special funds, it is felt, are also needed to mai
library collections to cater for increased demands
concerning a wide range of avwility levels, forsign

language materials, remedial and developmensal re

(4]
o
e
&

programmnes, non--print materials, new courses and
support services 1o non-gove

H

ent schools. A
particular need is in-service trainihg courses %o
familiarise teachexrs with the role of educaitional
regsources.,

On the credit side, the report commends The

[

opportune timing of federal funding, which has helped

to provide & variety of resources necessary oy new
programmes in education wnich followed on the widespread
abolition of extermnal examinations. Publishing and

other resource industries have benefited Ifyom these

changes, as have the State Schocl Library Services.
Finally, the report declares that studies conducted
in the research vroject have indicated that "the

increased avellability of materials has hsad a
positive impacl on student satisis

i
. v 5T e s e ome ey " b8 [ am P
and achievement, generally®(p.176

Soma of the FTirst feedback from the

v Woveaernment s School Librarie

mary schools
school, Libraries kescarch Pro]
boetwocen the
ot Movnash Univecrsity, with Associate-
M, Hallson Leld as Co--Diractorr,
iy, 8! Fifl
P ovs this Vrojeoth,
Gt cbhiot of the eecdder ULon 3 L RGP, wae Lo
Poonduoy evaluantive and devel opinental sbadios of
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the Australian Government's School Libraries
Programme and to examine the educational benefits
of alternative resource provisions C
(Preface,v).

The first repert in this series, Primary

School DLibraries in Australi s Statement of

a:
Provisions and Needs,1975, appeared in Fedbruary,

1975, and was the result of a national count of
primary school library buildings, materials and
staff, the purpose of which was to "indicate progress

in meeting specific objectives in resource provision®

.l

(Prefaoe,vlﬁ Four basic areas were considered: space,
naterials, staiff and support =ze rvices. Objectives

974 Guidelines fox

for these were based upon the
1l

1
Library Services in Primary Schools prepared by

the Primary Libraries Commitiese of the Schools

Commwission,

ia the report

According to these criter
concluded that primary school libraries represented
a major area of disadvantage, especially in non-
governnent schools. It was found, for sxsmple,

that by the end of 1975 less than 29% of government.
primary schools would have library space provision

near, at, ox above Uuidelines standards. With regard

to materials, Gueensland government primary schools

would have book collections up to hali Stetle

tandards, which were just below the Guidelinss level,
and it wourld take a further 5-6 years to reach full
State standards. On siaffing, 21l Queensland government
primary scnools of 450+ had a full-~time teachei--
librerian, a i ith %00-399 enrolment.
Vicvoria was better off, with a full-{time teacher-
2254, whnich
a full--time
(However, a

Teachers Un

o B =4 -y gl [E O B S E - - ' P
neillany ataff to helyp  irec
e o
TOUTING coais ),
o O e s _— E ‘e o - . A
s conatisabed anothier arsa o
sont ackonowladeged that there




1 Nibrary Branches
& X ere was a need , for =zxanvle,
sion ¢f shelving and personnel whensver

ts of boclks were made, for consultaticn
‘services, regicnal demonstration na fo
a nationwide catalogue service flexible encugh to
meet local needs

It was generally conciuded that school
libraries still needed to be singled out "as an
educational facility needing special attention"{p.33),
for, according to the findings of the Project, "only

avout a quarter of the orimary schools were being

>

N

2) .

served by reascnably adeguate libraries"(p.3

Another S5.L.R.P., report, Implementatiocon of

an Inncvation: the Pilol Library Scheme in Non-Government

Primary Schools, by moarmlur ( 1976 ) is a study of

/,7
nteresting SLQGWdevelopment(p.?) ficm the

t.:.

Va véry

general policy of Australian Government grants for the

i t
improvement of 1library resources in Australian primary
schools. The Pilot Library Scheme involved the
development of a nunber of complete facilities as
Pilot Libraries, and represented about 50% of the
non--Government grants. Schools included came from
cach State, with & range of enrolment sizes, Irom both
vwrban and rural areas, and for the most part denmcunsitrating
a need in terms of very poor existing library resources
(p.2). The repors refsrs to the aim of the Pilotb
Scheme as stated by My, K. Beazley, the Minister Toxm
ncation: "The Pilot Scheme

-
145

Yl
{.,.)

s
of providing leadershiyp, example and resesarch data
on library usage in schools .. .."

eimg to suwwmarise the carly investigations carried

,..J

ouwlr hy the Prajeot regenreh beam at the implementation

the fiyel stage in & planncd

shwaon the
vovr LI rany
of Tuture

SROUVTGCOS

LG od
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~ the need for short-term appocintme
trained teacher-librarians Lo ass
in selection, processing and use

1

the need for more consultants to

to assist in planning.

it dis *ugg sted that the formexr c

counter—productive

~ the desirability of a dubl basis
"readinessY as a eriterion for as

- the need Ffor grants to be allocate
result,
isingly, the report
-4

o

1 exercise for the
, The implementation o

far more difficult

stage than the relatively simple one of
(p.20). Smart (1975:33%0) has shown th
of the oonception was not so simple ei
was caught up in the controversial are
Comnonweal th—-State financial relationsg

FTuryther research into the im

funding for non--Government p“imarv sch

o

from the S.L.R.P. revnort, Heeds

~ the existence of a conflict between "incer
funding®” and "needs" schemes as funding vpolicies.

nts of

ist schools
of yesources,
visit schools

ould be

ultimately more successful but coul& also be

of '"meeds!" and
sistance.

d on a ner

pupll basis rather tThan in enrolment intervals
of 100, in order to produce a more equlitable

»
g

(pp. 2122

concludes

t Library Scheme was "overall =a

schools

I inuovatvicns
and complex

f conception”
at the origin
ther, as it

a of

in education.

h

pact of

1.

colsas has come

u

tive and

Iunitiative: a Report on an Lval

o [ P e 3 i
oJ,LJub.,,@n‘hua;

Book Grants to Hon-Government Pi

it B A AR i A o Sk S 5

Johnson {(July,1976), which investi

¢f a different kind of Funding
Schewe, namely the allocation of subste

to non-Govermaent vrimary schools Lo 1L

saih boolk

Schools, vy

38 impact
e
antial sums
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Results indicate that "not onliy have
ocls resched the objective of 25% of

75.4% of sch

Guidelines, 1% have bhookstocks equal to S$0%

or moxre.of Gu:

i vsic bookstock"(p.7). It is
noted that a fur

t of the grants has been in
the evidence of school initiative in spending other
funds on bookstock, in "processing, organising and
housing library materials and eguipment”"{(p.18) and

in attending seminars and in-service courses associated

with the use of libraries.

The report sitates that the grants "have
acted as an incentive to many scheools to provide a
more adequate library service"(p.19), dut have slso
placed demends upon the school community through

the need to select, purchase and organise the books.

f=s

Like the previous S.L.R.P. report, this
one comments on the problems of establishing faiwr
criteria in giving grants, as the '"needs" basis,

if used rvarticularly with later grants, could lead
to unfair treatment of schocels which had dbuilt up
their stoclt from local funds Tollowing the original
grant. It 1is suggested that "untagged" grants
would assist schools which had already shown a
degree of 'resdiness' to choose in which areas the
funds could be spent. Iikewise Johnson states the
need for non-Government schools to have suppord
services, especially at the implementation stage

k) %

if grants ere to have the maximum effect.
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STATE REXORTS, STUDIES AND SURVAYS

The recent growsh of 1ibr es in primary

schools and subsequen®t demand for more teachsr—
librarians has shown the need Tor information on
projected levels of supply and demand for teacher—
iibrarians. One of ©The studies which attempits to

meet this need is reported in the paper An Investigetion

dinto the Demand for and Supply of Trained Teachexr-

ne
Librarians for Victorian Government Primarv Schools,
1955-1973, by Bate et al.(1973). This study was
ostly limited +to fTeachers in the Primary Division

of the Fducation Department of Victoria who wers
graduands of the Trained Teacher-Librarians

N

.

1

Certificate Course conducted at the State College o
Victoria, and aimed at seeking information which
would be valuable to those involved in ‘Ymaking
‘decisions about the establishment of new training
courses or the incresase of existing courses for

teacher~-librarians(p.4).

Acknowleéging the complex nature of this
type of supply end demand, the study postulates
seven hypotheses concerning the inadeqr

levels of staff »provision, comparative length of
service for males and females respectively, and the
of promoitional opportunities on wastah, rates of
teacher—librarians (p.13).

In concluding (p.3%) that the output of

trainees would fail to meet even the modest demonds
of ‘the vresent staffing schedule dnring the perliod

ion, L Feel that the rap

under
an uwnnecessarily peesimietic conclusion
this simply points to the acknowledged

tiving to account for 2ll the variableg

to the Victowion Hlgures

ey -l
CoROYL

1acy of currend

¢

%

©

e




27.

schools with an enyolment of 2254 had a full-time
teacher-~litrarian, eve.: though only 114 primaxy
teacher—-librarians graduated Tro ¢

L
of Victoria in 1974 (S.L.R.P,,February,1975:13).

b

Thus, the recommendation that the
training rate be increased to 200 for each ©
and 1976 seems unnecessary, unless the wasta
rate increases grealtly at this time. Two o
recommendations are that a detailed study be carried
out during 1976 to determine the training rate for
the future, and that a cost benefit snalysis be
carried out into the advantages of training
4

.

in-service as agQLnut extension students (p.60).

AnOMhV“ Victorian study which attemptis
to provide guidelines for Ffuture planning and
expenditure is the S.L.R.P. repori, Inpact and

-

Adequacy: a Heport of an BEvaluaticn of Government

Post—Primary School Libraries in Victoxria, by

Lundin and licirthur (June,i976). Commenting that

(,&

despite the exvenditure of §50m. on Victorian
government post-primary schools from 1969 to 1975,
"only a little more than one third of these schools
have sdequate library buildings, materiais and

staff" in terms of the 1971 Standaxds Tor Sscondary

Senool Libraries, the researchers give as Thelwr

gpecific alm the assessment of "the impact and
adequacy of present library provision so that
policies, prioxities and plans can be Loxmulated

3 ~

for the next stage of the libraries programme in

-t

Vietoriai(p.1).

adequacy include comparivg 1975 supvey infowrmsiion
C

with the Victorian figures from the

report, visiting %0 schools Ho observe librawy




A wvexry detailed summary cof findings and
reccocmmendations is given (Dn 50-53). One
significant finding is the fact that "in all

aspects of library use, services, and the
satisfaction of teachers, students, and teacher—
librarians, the Commonwealth libraries suypass
non-Commonwealth libraries"(p.50). Orn the maste

of materials, the study has shown that 30% of
schools still have bookstocks below TtThe basic

minimum of 10 books per student.

Not surprisingly, a great area of need
is found to be in A-V matevials. especially with
regard to more adequate storage and preduction
facilities, advice on the selection 6f eguipment,
in--gservice training Tor teachers in the use of
A~V ditems, services of A~V technicians to operaze
and maintain equipment, and the extension of suvpoxrt
cataloguing services to include A~V materials.

On the complex matiter of usage, the report
es similarly encouraging conclusions as the
2 C.5.8.L.R.P. report did, stating that, "the
act of the new libraries and teacher-librarians
appears to be not only permanent but gathering
tunt (p.51) and '"the new libraries have had a
significant impact on the more varied use of rescources
in teaching™(p.51).
The concluding statement suggests Tthat
t—primary schools
services, librany
neasd yor
traliasn Governmend

resource centres up Lo




The need for continued funding for

&

Victorian school libraries is echoed in a &976

‘B! Day Submission for School Library Development

prepared by the Victorian Teachers' Union sub-
branch at the Library Branch of the Viciorian
Education Department for distribution to members
of the Cabinet and Shadow Cabinet. The Subnission
recommends that funding be made available
particularly for buildings, Ffor ancillary staff
(in accordance with the Guidslines level of 1

ancillary staff member for primary schools of 500+),
for bookstock (from the present level of 8.7 books

per student in primary schools to the recommended 15),
for in-service education progremmes for teachers, and

for a national schools cataloguing sexrvice.

Coasting for adequ
all Victorian government sch
is given in the Submission(p.5). However, when one
compares these figures for projected needs with the
statement in the Schools Commission's Rep
Triennium, 1977-79, +that only '$2.97m. has been

gllocated for the buildings and resources aspect of tThe

Library Programme(p.59), it seems that only limited

progress will be made in meeting these demands.



WESTERII AUSTRALIA

Further information on the complex problen
0 e

acher— or school librarians

appears in the Western Australiasn Report on an
C 2}

Investigati ffecting the Suvnply

o]
O iH
0
’T»
H:

.on
of, and Demand nal Librarisns in W,A,,

i
in the Period 1974-1980 from the L.A.A.'s VWestern
Australisan Branch sub-commit

tee on recruitment. This
report was written just afiter the Schools Commission's

1973 report, Schools in Australis, appeared, and

a

aclknowledged that in repect Lo school libraries, recentd
political events had caused '"some uncertainty’ we the
employment of librarians in schools.

However, the prediction that because of
projected rapid expansion in school librsry development,
there was "no prospect of a sufficient supply of
adequately trained librarians being available in the
short +to medium term"(p.17) appears o be borne out by

<

available short-term figures. The report includes

requirements for primary, secondary and non-government

schools, and if one compares the projected nceds fox,
or 1¢

say,; W.A,. government primary schools 1 lable-

\ﬂ I
)
b
5

6 (p.18) with the figures on W.A. in the 197

report, Primsry School Libraries in Australia, it

seems that, even allowing for the inclusion of Juniox
High needs in the W.A. paper, there would be &

tremendous shortage of trasined school librarians.

e o A o VK A BT ¢ S st B TR ST 4 e DAY
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AUSTRALTAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

The only A.C.T. report located for the
present review is entitled A Revort on Existing
Library Facilities in A.C,7, Primary Schools with
Recommendations for Standards for Primary School
Libraries, by Baxter and Redpath. Presented in
Novenber, 1973 before standards for Australian

primary school libraries were published, this paper

resulted from a survey made of conditions existing

in government and non--goverunment primary schoosl
libraries in the A.C.T., and contained recommendations
for standards based on the survey resulis.

Many specific problems in relation to
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present conditions are mentioned, ranging from *©

ting of libreries which makes them less
an they should be, the lack of space

Ffor both storage and use of A-V equipment and a lack
of the educational potential of A~V

o +the shortage of trained full--time

teacher—librarians (only 8 out of 58 schools had &

)
oo
]
fd
|

s
;:.
=5
6]
ct
6}
D

sacher-librarian).

The recommended cuantitative standards

o

stated by Baxter and Redpsath show muct

iy

similarity
to those of the 1974 Guidelines fox Library Services

in Puiwmary Schools. For cxawmple, w

T Jar A.C.T. government primairy @
of 500, they suggest one full-time teacher-librarian
and one assistant, with basic bookstock of 5000,

reconmranded bookstoek TH00, For the same enrolment

category, Guidelines lists the same stalfiing and

boockstock Qf A500 basic, 500 yvecomnmended.

Unfortunately the 1975 S.L.R.P. report,

T O GG h e 20 e comporisons can be made bobwean
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A most thoughit-provoking study which in

a scnse followed on the work of the C.S.S.L.R.P.
evaluvation reported in Secondary School Libraries

in Australia(1972) but focused ohlr Scuth Australian

metropolitan secondary schools is A Study of the

Changes Brought About by the Introduction of the

Yoo

lew Library Resource Centres in South Australian

T

Metropolitan Schools, by Dent et al. Sponsored by

the Research Commitiee of the Adelaide College of
Advanced Bducation, and printed in August,1974,
this study attempts to assess the impact of Library
Resource Centres Ffunded by Commonwealth Grants,
197C~1972, and so to assist in fubure planning for
School Librarianship courses. Guestionnaires used

were based on those of the above--mentioned C.3S.S.L.R.P«

The resulis are rather disquieting, for
bey suggest that although in general te te
<

s
re paying lip-ssrvice to the high educational value
iat

of a scnool library and obviously apprec te the new

h as videotapes, the actual usage of
21l materials by teachers is

. Moreover, the researchers suggest

that the relatively large nuwmber of "don't know"

responses - even allowing for teachers with 1ittle

1ere is still a lack of

ct
e

experience - indicates that
o

communication in some schoolg between the teachers

and library staff (p.5).

Thua the study vecommends that student
cduvcation and ian-sewrvice educaitlion of teachers
necessary so that thers is & greslor appreciatl

sationel technology on the part of teachers and

runicabion and interpersonal relations on the

teacher-libroariens.,  The study coucludes that

tesourcs Centroes i not as

sny ampact Lhere

o

Leaschers (poi), sddaing
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into the practical

by those

indicate that,
secondary schools at lease,
Scheme has not been as impressive

attemnting

to

for South Australian

the concluding comments

Another South
familiar theme of

This is Community Use of School Libr

problems

use
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resources.

in its
the earliexr C.S

Australisn repo

school-~community sharing

encountered in

These

metropol

of the committee app
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results

the Commonwealth Librarxies
esults as
SL.L.RUP.
report seem to indicate (C.S.S.L.R.P., 1972:215)

deals with

of resources

raries, the report
ointed by the Hon. the Minister
for Bducation( 1974). This committee was pnow ted

on

Australian Government's

Institutes and local governing authorities in
Australia +to come
provision of local library services"(p.1). T

c

task was

community use cf secondary

to recomnend

o~

rural communities"(p.1),

possibility of

such
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Further empnasis on the library nseds of

migrants is given in the L.A.A. report by Thomas,
Library Services to Migrants in H.S.W. (1975),

based on a 197% pilot survey. Like Pickering and
Modra{i1973), Thomas makes the point that minority
groups are members of the generysl commuhity and

are entitled to adequate library facilities and
gervices. DLikewise this report suggests that tThe
Department of Immigration could take responsibiliity

for funding sexvices to migrants.

In its identification of problemns
experienced by migrants and its statement of library
needs, Thomas's report continues many maticrs
discussed by Pickering and Modra, including suggested
avenues foxy imnprovementd. Some of these are liaison

between livbrary services and migrant education
<
C

to worik in appropriate ethnic areas, and the
provision of information books on Australian life at
a reading level suitable for migrant adults who do

not yet have an extensive command of English.
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TASHANTA

The most wide-ranging account of existing
State library services is in the reporit, Libraries in

Schools Colleges and the Community (1976), repor.

to the Tasmanian Hinister for Iducation by the State
Librarian, W. Brown. The scope of the study recorded
in this report was to examine present library services
in schools and colleges administered by the Education
Devpartment and "make recommendations for the integration
of school and college libraries with the State Library
Department's libraries into a single system"(p.1), as
well as to examine situations in wnich the Jjoint use of
school libraries by the public would be =2 possibility.
in s0 doing this study is also "the First attempt to
guantify existing library services in schools and
colleges in Tasmania administered by the Education
Department'(p.1) and so forms a valuable record of

present resource provision,

In summarising the findings, the report
reveals serious deficiencies in school and college
library resources when compared with Schools Commission
gtandards, with primary and district schools bsing whe

arveas of greatest need. Emphasis i1s placed on the
e
L

desirability of managing ex

sting resources btetierw
by co—-ordinating and rationalis

ing services, sharing
professional expertise, and using centralised

technicael services,

As a means of effecting such rationalisation,
the repowt recommends The establishment of a uew
Tasmanian libraries and archives auvthority, "with

1 of library and

powers Vo undevtalke the provision

dnformnation services Lo any o
o

and the State
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the appointment of regional consultants
to advise school libraries.

the linking of coliege libraries with
public libraries through regional networks.
investigating circumstances and localities
in which existing librayy facilities might
be shared, and where new facilities might
be provided to serve eithexr combined
educational needs or educational and
community needs.

establishing a Llivrary technical service
centre to serve libraries.

(pp.69-71)
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QUEENSDLAND

Further resuits from re
8)

impact of the Commonwealth Liibrari Scheme are
given in Lundin‘'s unpublished M.Ed. thesis,
A Study of the Influences of New Library ¥

and an Increazse in Jualified Library Staff

Secondary Schoocl Library Usage (1974;. Using the

Banvironment model (see p.16 of the present reviev),
Lundin attempte to establish csusal lLinks across
this continuvum 2t the institutional level, usjug

the 1ibrary as a behaviocur settving and describing

broad usage patterns.

Nine Brisbane government secondary schools
were surveyed: two without a Commonwealth library orxr
teacher-~librarian, two without a Commonwealth livrary
but ons teacher-librarian, four with =z Commonweal®
library and one teacher-librarian, and one with a
larger—type Commonwealth library and two teacher-
librarians{p.i). Thus the twoc mzjor variables,
staff and building, could be contrelled for the

purposes of comparison.

Information was obtained From students,
teacher—~librarians and other staff on © £
Library and its faciliﬁies, library oprogrammes and

o
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library activities. IMore specifically, ac

and the guantity, gualilty and variety of library

usage was described.

A dlarge number of concluding sitatements
- - N\ N -
are made (pp.234-236), tending Lo the gensrsal
cn that seversl differences
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and teachers"(p.iii). TLundin points out that
there are important financial and educational
Fa)

~

"eals
e
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implications from these results. foxr he
that theyv constitute Ya consideradble amount of
vangible evidence .... of the wvalue of
Commonwealth libraries and teacher~librarians!”
(pn.254~255), and concludes that if the library
is to effect desirable educational change, every
school must have a library "at least to the
standard of the Commonwealth libraries in this
study" (p.iii).
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LOCAL OR RBGIONAL REPORTS, STUDIEB3 AND SURVEYS

The Westudy Repoxrt (1976) is a report to

the Minister for Environment, Housing and Community
Development on the information and lLibrary needs

of the citizens of the Western Region of Melibourne,
prepared Jjointly by the Library Council of Victoria
and the Victorian Council of Sccial Service. In
broad terms, the objectives of this study are to
investigate the information and library needs of this
area, identify and evaluvate the area's existing
“library and information services, and propose plans
for the development®t of services to a standard wnhich
could serve as a model foxr similar develovments in
other regions (p.7). The existence of this report
is a reflection of the current interest in urban
planning at the regional level and of the Department
of Urban and Regional Development's attempts vo
improve community services, In its awareness of the

needs of special groups such as children, migrants

and the aged, it seeks to find solutions vo many of
- - -~ ”~ - oy mr N\
problems menioned by Pickering and Medra (197%)

e
and Thomas {(1975).

Through the Westudy emphasis on the need

for Yeco-—ordination of wresources and services ... Lfow
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texw 7, "Issues Ffor Future Study',
report ascknowledges that Ythe degree of co
tween the daiffereant sorts of libraries in the

ol, public, special, academic - is as insdequate

JPORE S

gveloping an integrated form of Library service
@

Tocal communi

- . s s : e - 13 i e fm
ore clse in Vietoria, ovr, in fact, Australia®(p.6

th hopes held by the St. Llbsps High Jchoold

is one of many

co-ordinataed
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governments, and comprise 26 members, including.
representatives from municipalities, commissions,
authorities, informaticn office

employers, unionists and consumers. The WRILA
would become a part of what the report hopes will
be "a national network of information services,
including libraries"(p.1).

Another of the recommended projects
listed in The We tudy Revort is the allocation of

$75,000 for a Western Region Public Libraries
Technilib Project (p.2), which the report believes
would beoe an excellent agency for the centralised
technical services of Westorn Region libraries.
During its inquiries, Westudy became aware of
Technilib, wnich is a technical services unit
initiated by the Library Council of Victoria, who in
197232 asked the Camberwell-Waverley Regional Lihyrary
Committee to caryxy cut a feasibility study intc the
establishment and operation of a computer-—-based
central lechnical serxrvices agency for the public
libraries of Victoria. The ensuing report from The
Technilib Feasibili ty Study Committee, known as

Technilib Feasibility Study: Phase I and Pnase 11

Repoxt (May, 1974) was accepted by the Library
Council of Victoris, who have agallocated funds for
the Lfurther promocition and establishment of Technilib.
Althougn Technilidb is relevant to a8ll of Victorie,
znd therefore is a State report, it has been included
in this section because of its possible adopticn ab

the regional level,
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OFf Tthe 65 1libraries concerned, 40 replied, of which

't indicated they would be intervested in alt loet

one 0F the 3 sosed cervices offered, which include
Seand tion, coatalogning and classificetion,
civevlaltion asyetbens, Drocessing, j:li,@yfm-l:ilzczmxjf Toens,
Ll af thittle-uoed! moterinl.,

foy scelection, acquisition and cavaloguing of material



The report concludes that it would be
desirable to have a Centre offering the above

prart of the development of auvtomated
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sophisticated cataloguing services, and recommends
steps Tor the obitaining of finance at State and
national levels to establish Technilib{pp.i1i-12).
Unfortunately it makes no mention of school libraties,
At a time when there is so much emphasis on

co—cperation between different types of librarxies,
as documented, for example, in the Tasmanian revort,.

Libraries in Schools, Colleges and the Community,

i
seems that technical support services which make up
the Technilib concept could be a valuable area of
co—operation. At the moment there appear to be Two
parallel developments, for school and for public
Libraries, in the establishment of State—~ cr nation-
wide cetaloguing support services, and the cautionary
comment made in Public Libraries in Australia (p

of the present review) is pertinent.
Similar in its objectives tc Westudy is
c s

v
the study reported and Attitude: the Rert

i
of the Library and Inf

n
.ces Study. Sydney
7
o)

T ervi
Vestern Region, by Trask and Garlick (December,i1975).
d o i

This research was commissioned by the Department
Urban and Regionsl Development following a 1973

seminax, Brealinzg Down ﬁde'Barri;xS -~ Community Library

Service at Waverley Municipal Library. Traskt refers
to the conceplt cof "community library service"(p.16) as
discussed at the seminar, and the~study examines
Sydneyv's Wés%ern Region (Region 14) with regard to the
poss iL¢~1by of déﬁéloping a toital system of library

and information services thewe., The sims of the study

are Lizted in more detail on p.16 of the weport.
The investigation was cewried out From November,1574
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Methods used to ohtain data about the library and
information services in this Regilo
visits, gquestionnaires, specilial stud

ies,
submissions and attendance at mectings (p.17).

The 29 recommendations of the revort (pp.i-vii)
suggest®t many ways in which library and information
services can be co-ordinated on a regional, State ox
national basis and otherwise improved tc better meet the
needs of users. Specifically, Recommendation no. 29
states:

h vt the State Liibrary of N.S.W. be asked as a
tter of urgency to prepare a state vlan forx
1JbT9 and information services it N.S.W. in

conSulbation with an advisory committee
representing H.S.W, Departments of Education,
Technical and Further BEducation, N,S.J Advanced
Education Board and the N.S.W. Council fox
Social Sexrvices;

That such a plan consi
university and college

{.31

er the position of
Ti raries &3 major

1

resource CO_13CU¢OHQ, the developmnent of library
and informztion servincr cn a regional pasis

with enlarged regional neadquartcr“ libraries,
the co-ordination of library and infovmastion
services provided by different types of Library
at local, regional and state levels, the planning

of joint schocol and public libraries and of
libraries as a majoy component of community
centres, in certain rural and inner cilty areas
wiiich now lack any form of library service.

(pp.vi—vii)

Of future welevance To 8cho
Recommendation 27, which urges the discussion of proposals
for the provision of bibliographic sexyv
muumber of different types of libraries, including
college, school and public, and the consideration of
the Technilibd concept as & means to thatlt end. On
commurity waee of school lLibraxies, the report also

recommendts digcusgion on ways of maliing government

school Library collections and school librarvios

~ - I ce e 6y BT 3 - o e} y 1 [T~ Tl SRR I ey
morae accessible after schhocl houwrs and duriag
P . o ) A
vacavions” (p.oii).
The school vty Librery is one of

SOVl current concerng Jdiscuassoed

CGooGuimen e cianter, U LSEnEs
Crprpaniaation of Library
e I R A

Cop e 97-116) .
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Development of Library and Information Serviceg”
n

(pp.117--122), pinpoints the main prchlems in

library and information service %Hoday, which

(¢}
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be summed up as the need for an awareness oi the
individual's information requirements, and the need

for leadership and planning on the part of authorities.
The emphasis given to these matters here, and in other

reports such as the Tasmanian blueprint, Libraries in

Schools Colleges and the Community, and Public

Libraries in Austrelia, indicates that the time is now
and

ripe for a concerted planning effort in library

bl

information services at all levels,

Another study which examines usage and
needs in community library sservic but with reference
to a city rather than a region, is the Whyalla Library
Project, in which Brown and Sharman investigated the
Hfeasibility of establishing a community library and
information service based on the libvrary of the
VWhyalla Campus of the South Australian Institute of
Technology® (p.vii), with a research grant from the
Commission of Advanced Education, as 2z reflection of
its interest in developing a wider community role
for Colleges of Advanced Bducation. fihe research was
carried out over a 9-—-month period from HMarch %o
Wovember, 1974, and the final draft of the ¥

&
Stretegies foxr Change: Library and Information Secrvices

L
Lfoxr Vhyalla, was printed in June, 1975. (Page numbers

refer to this draft, but the revport was published
in its final form for the Libraries Bosrd of South
Australia in 1976 ag one ol their Occagional Papers

o Dibrerisaship. )

‘fpecj Leally, Tthe study
the 1ihfary &1 formatwoﬁ needs of 5
aducational needs, to examine the

&@@aaacy of existing library resources

those needs, and to examine alternative

e L

b . - 2 iy -, e e P -y et e by
providing the hest service to 2ll libtwery users, within

e B R U R RN W - FR T
Tunding LImien (Pp.viLi ).
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educational areas (p.76). Extensive funding
n s

eeded to improve This

e

&

ituation, but it
suggested that co-oxdination of the various
collections would be both“an ecocnomical and

productive means of library development™ and an
"immediate step towards providing more eiffective

service to more users"(p.77). The report describes

the existing administrative procedures which limiw

the scope for formal integration or co--operation

(p.132), and warns that any formal association

between libraries must also involve parvent organisations,
and this will necessitate changes in the present

il

JiWOnublyS between libraries, parent organisaticns,
1und¢ng authorities and levels of government (p.i133).°

chii

t reason it has been concliluded that
Moo-ordination ra

For s

ther than amalgamaticn of existing
services would be the most appropriate means of
meeting Whyalla's needs for a comprehensive library
and information service"(p.167), and so it would noct
"vet be Ffeasible "to set up a fully integreted library
N A

service Tor the Whyslla community based on the S.A.IT.T.
Campus library"(p.167).

As a first step towards developing a regional
network of library and informstion services, the report
proposes the establishment »i a Co-ordinating Council
for Library and Infowmation Sexrvices (CocnIs)., 4
further 15 recommendations are made (v LX) as
way s of'imp;oving, extending and c-ordinating library
vination services, including the projected us

s

o
of one of the high school libraries as a community

Reading Centre'! (p.162) as part of a community
literacy programme.
Of some relevance to school
of porticulsr importance tTo an unds
vhole concept of library use, i

and Hemiliton—Smith, Libraries and

(197%) . Necognising TEeTvice

37
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Consultation Planning Survey Services to carry outb
a study of library use and non-use in sample libraries
in metropolitan Melbourne in order to produce "basic

data To assist practising livrarians, andéd to form =
foundation for future research" (Preface). DBetween
February, 1974 and October, 1974, information was
obtained from 2188 people living in- 989 separate
households selected frcem four library service areas,
with the aim of "elucidating one important area of
knowledge, namely, the factors which appear to influence
the extent to which individuals make use of public
library services" (p.1).

o

..;}
fe

O0f particular significance to school

y

librarians is the data in Ohapter 5, "Som

@

n
¢ Characteristics
of Library Users", which indicates, as do Trask a
Garlick {(1975:82) that "school students are amongs
the most likely to use public libraries" (p.55).
Fuarther on the revort comments that "student use is
probably related much more to the demands of education
than to personal preference" {(p.%0), and among the
areas of recommended fulture research is "the need
for a svecific examination of the way in which
schools utilise both their own and public libraries!
(pel33). In this respect, it would be interestving
discovexr, for example, to what extent school students
use of public libraries is necessitated by inadegugcies
in school library provision, and to follow through
any changes in school students! use of public
libreries as school library provision improved.

Like Pickering and HModra (197%), this
report is concerned with the non-~users of libraries,
commenting on the fact that libraries are less Llikely

to be ralevant to the less afflvuent and less cducsatbad

(p.118)¢ The exceptional example is quoted of the
City of Altona library service, which "is demonstratiag
an abhility to become weleventi to persmns cutside of
the normal spectrum of library usevs, and is oveginning
s of the traditional limitations of
.10 MY e oorhdne Frne tho
(p.119) . This continuesn tne the

A ey e b oy g - L . P -
vviented, acceessgible Library

services advocated
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The report makes 1ittle ref
school-ccmmunity libraries or other co-
systemns of library service, comnenting
integration of libraries 1
achieve either better education or beitter libraries”

go beycnd this To
Judgment that "the real issue in what might

o
called 'education For library uvse' is the total

(p.121), fhe authors g

educational task of helping peopie to develop a
spirit of enaquiry,., of joy in knowledze and of
living within their own socizl enviromment"(p.121).

Pertinent to this is the svidence of the report

that "library experiencs while at school is likely
to have a positive effect upon 1ibrery use in later
1life'(p.118). This raises many interesting lLong—
term implications for the impact of school libra
provision and usage which go beyond their

immediate educational benefits.

A great deal of the recent interect Iin
chool—community libraries has centred on the
ronia High School Community Library in Viectorisa,
e 1 st project of its kind in Aus
involving the extension of a normal monwaalth

cm
library to permit 2 Joint public and school librax

e
service in the one building. The service commenced
in June,1974, and the official report of the rirst
veaxr of operation, Boronie Hizh School Community
Library: the First Year (October,? 975), was prepared

P

D
for the Hducation Department of Victoria aznd the

City of ¥mox by the advisory Committes of the Librar

This report briaeily looks at

of defining a community Livrary, at the histowy of
the sgresment hetween bthe Sducation
City of frex and the schocl, at the
oronleams Yoreseen, and at the patiterns
of usoge which have developed (poid.

an o ite concelusion
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concerned, from the point of view boith of the
school and the vuvlic"(p.25), and that while the
project departed from the recommendations o
feasibility study in some matters, such as book
selection and division of responsibilities,
"these departures do not appear s have adversely
affected the development of the project"(p.25).

Problems include lack of sufficient
space in the building, especlally for a quiet area
for students, and inadegquate expenditure by the
Lducation Department, especially on A-V equipment
and materialis. Thus the Committee recommends thet:

- Tor future projects a more adequate study oI
building requirements 1is needed.

- the City of ¥Xnox and the LEducation Department
begin an immediate study *to determine the besy
means of extending the Community Library
building.

- the Bducation Depertment and the Library Council

ng party ©o
examine the question of finance,including

of Victoria should sel up a woriir

adeguate provision of AV materials for both
students and the public.
(pp.22-24)
A more detailed sevaluation of tne Boronia
High School Community Library was made in an
independent S.L.R.P. investigation by Lundin and

MeArthur in 1875 and revported in The Boronia

riment: a report of an evaluation of the Boronia

School Community levaiyg1376;a Information
concerning teachers', students' and public}sage and
athitudes, and details about libhrary staff and

= through guestionnaliroes,
e and interviews. Also congsulted
and wernorts relevant Lo the

sbhout Boronia Library, reiatoed

articles end docwncnu the
hool and public Libu lations.
simed at deverm @
forr thae Libirary by aduninistreators,

., P S I N e A1 [ N P gy R €L e 2y
v, students, and tho gensral
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public®(p.7), and at discovering the extent to
nich expectations were being met,.

Results from the questionnaires indicats
"that the Boronia Library is meeting many of t
published quantitative standards and some of the
expecitations of the users in terms of provision -
facilities, materials, and staff"(p.21). TLike the
previous revport, this one comments on the inadequacy
of A-V provision (p.21), and the departure from the
original feasibility study recommendations, sc

that there i3 not a Community Librarian in charge
but two '"semi-autonomous" librarians operating with
separate policies and services,

This lack of true integration is regaxded
by The researchers as "probably the biggest overall
weakness of the library"{(p.54), and they conclude
that Boronia "is not a good example of a Jointg

nool community library!" but rather consists of

S

c.:O

wo services from a singlie building"(p c54) ., With
reference To future schemes of this nature, the
report warns that though "rationalisation of resources

is sensible"(p.55), district and/ocr regional

L

2y

]

planning is crucial to avoid foolish proliferatioc

~

or downgrading of the role of a good public library,
for at RBcecronia, the report concludes "Tthe schoold
avpears to benefit more than the public*(p.5%5).
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CONCLUSTION

In considering the research related
to school libraries in Australia, 19273-1976, one
can see evidence of two main areas of evidence,
There has been a substantial amcunt -of
investigation into the qualitetive and gquantitativ
impact of the Commonwealth Government's funding
of school libraries and emphasis on the subseguent
need for continued funding to assist school
library development. OFf particular interest here
are the more recent plans for the establishment

of & national school cataloguing scrvice, which 1

6]

part of the second main thrust of research for

th school and public libraries, that of
co~ordinating and rationalising secrvices av
Netional, State and regicnal levels

The reports on public libraries have
also revealed a growing awareness 0f the necd for
Librery and information services that meet the
reguirenents of Tthe individual user, and in
particulay the reguirements of minority groups,
while the concept of school-community libraries
has also rTemained an important area for current,

and nce douvubht fubture, reseaich.
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