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Public Judgements About chool 

Director's Comment: chools appear to have many critic . Individual parents may be sati ·fied with 

Monitoring Educational Achievement their own children· 'Chool but the general im

Dr Barry McGt111' 
DI/'('('/(}/' 

pres ion given by the media i of public scepticism about the quality of schooling. 

Inan article headlined. ·our Education: orhing hon of Disa ·ter·. rhcA/lsrralia11 

(6 January 1988) called for 'radical and urgent action· to . top ·the rot' in 

Au tralia's · ccond raie·and'slip hod' school.y. tem.Theauthora ertedthatthe 

aims or chools had become confu:ed and diluted and that standard · of student per

formance had declined disa. trou ·ly. There are ocal critic of schools among 

employers and among the ,taff or higher education in. titution. who . imilarly assert 

that educational , tandards in 'Choo!. are declining. Few or these critic · or the 

journalists that report them provide evidence 10 support their as ertions. Indeed. 

they usually place the onu or proof on tho ·e who would seek 10 deny the claim that 

standard arc declining. 

The critics do offer informal evidence in . uppon or their claim. and are evidently 

con inced by it. The difficulty with ·uch anecdotal evidence. however, i. that it 

may be ba ed on inappropriate compari. on .. For example. employers who a . erl 

that the quality or school leavers entering employment has declined may well be 

recruiting quite different types of new employees. With rapidly ri. ing retenti n 

rates in upper econdary schools, rewer and fewer student . particularly among the 

more able ones, choose to leave :chool at the end or year I 0. Those who do are 

not equivalent to the corresponding group of school leaver or the past. Thi i 

particular! true of girl,. The change in the nature and quality of applicant · may 

then be mi ·interpreted as a more general change in educational tandards. What 

the employer e perience: as declining quality or new recruit. can be a con equence 

of the declining attractivene . or the employment option offered. 

This can also be rrue of entrant to higher education as an increasing proportion of 

each age-group proceeds beyond chool to higher education. Academics who judge 

that standards amongst entrants have declined over the last decade or so may 

imagine they arc commenting on the quality of secondary schooling. In fact. they 

may simply be noting the consequence~ of the change in admi ' ·ion policy and 
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prac1icc which has resulted in the increased proportion of the populaiion entering 

higher education. About one-firth of each age cohorl will now complete a degree or 

diploma from an in.'litution of higher education. Comparisons or I vets or perfor

manc of current groups of new -.tudcnt. wiLh them re elect group. or the past will 

inevitably be bia:-.ed in favour of the past groups. 

It i · not only the cri tics who have little systematic e iden e on which to rest their 

claims. Those who manage the education ystem. have generally been in the same 

position. When the Quality or Education Review C mmjttee was es1ablished in 

1984 to deLermine whether there had been educational benefit from 1he . ub. tantial 

increase in funding for primary and ·econdary schools over the previous decade. 

it . ought evidence from the ·ystem authoriLies. both government and non

government. The response revealed considerable confidence that a great deal of 

good had been achieved and illu. trations or ways in whi h the funds had been 

deployed to provide additional re ·ources. but ver little y temalic evidence of 

beneficial outcomes (Quality f Education Review Committee. 1985 ). 

Because neither 1he critic nor the upporters of the education . ystems have much 

ystematic evidence abou1 levels of achievement, it does 1101 mean thal either group 

is necessarily wrong. of course. [1 means only 1hat the public debate proceed. 

according to the rhetoric oftho. e pres. ing Lheir viewpoinls. wi1hout evidence for 

others to judge the accuracy or their claim.'. 

Evidence about Standards 
There ha. been some monitoring: or educalionaJ standards in Australia. Some 

sy ·1em urvey student perrormance levels on a periodic ba ·is (e.g. Tasmaniru1 

Educalion Department, 1989 ). The fir ·t national survey wa~ undertaken by the 

Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) in 1975 for the Hou. e or 
Repre"entatives elect Commitlee on Specific Learning Difficultie. ( 1976). In 

thi survey, A ER tested national ample. of 10- ear-olds and 14-ycar-old · on 

basic ta. k in literacy and numeracy (Bourke & Keeves, L 977; Bourke & Lewis. 

1976: Keeve: & Bourke. 1976). The result · were expre eel in terms of Lhe 

proportions of student who were able 10 perforn1 Lhe rask satisfactorily. 
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ACER conducted a imilar survey in 19 0 for the Au traJian Education Council 

(Bourke et al., 1981 ). This study provided ·imilarestimations of the propo11ion of 

the two age groups achie ing above defined I vel · of minimum competence in 

numeracy and literacy but it al o provided compari . ons between level - of achieve

ment in 1975 and 1980. Tho e comparisons ·bowed no decline in performance 

level · o er the five years and. in ome type or ta ks . uch a. reading newspaper 

articles. an improvement in performance. 

In a recent study for the Victorian Mini try of Education (McGaw er al .. 1989), 

ACER obtained new estimates of performance levels in numeracy and literacy. 

This study broadened the focu · of the as ·e ·sment but it also pe1111itted compari on 

with the perfo1111ance levels of Victorian . tudents in the 1975 and 1980 national 

sur eys through re-use of some of rhe item from 1975 and 1980 te ·ts. Again, the 

clear result wa that there had been no overall decline. The only exception wa. 

a modest decline by 1988 from 1980 level in mathemaLic at year though they 

remained ignificantly above the level · achieved in 1975 . At year 5. students at 

the lower lev ls of achievement in mathematics performed at ·ucces ·ively high r 

levels o er the three occasions. 1975, 19 0 and 1988. School clearly have been 

i.ncrea. ingly successful with those students who find mathematic mo t difficult. 

Rejection of Monitoring by Profe ional 

The reactions to the 1975 urvey generated considerable ho. riliry to monitoring 

among profe sionals in education. Writing in th 8111/etin under Lhe cover story, 

· Au tralia ·s Education Scandal: We 're Turning Out Millions of Dunce ' ( 15 May 

1976), Peter amucl announced that Lhe re. ults of the stud confirmed a declin 

in standard. in Au. tralian chool . A ub equent letter lo Lhe Bulletin pointing out 

LhaL inference about decline could not properly be drawn from te. ting on a ing le 

occasion drew from Samuel the re ponse that lack of evidence about d terioration 

'does not mean that lhere has not been a deterioration·. 

The expenence of the 1975 testing led both Teachers' Union, and Directors

General of Education to opp e n two grounds a propo. al for further national 

surve or a hievement to begin in 19 0 (Power. l 982). One was their view that 
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the u of the 1975 result had re ealed Lhar no helpfu l di cu ·ion of educaLional 

i .. uc. would now from . uch te. ting. The other was that the natTow fo w, f the 

testing fail d to en ompa s the broad oncerns of s hool and would run the risk 

of di tarting the cutTiculum by diverting attention from more importanl. higher 

le et out omes. 

Th Mini. ters did pr ceed with the 1980 testing but abandoned plan to e:tablish 

an annual program of te ting. The u ·tralian Tea her 'Federation called for 

a b ycott on ground: similar t tho. e n which the Director. -General had le ·s 

publi lyoppo eel the program.Th all fora boycott wa relati ely effective only 

among government scho ls in Victoria and it did nor bia the national e timatcs 

of performance (M Gaw & Hogben, 19 2). When the 1980 results revealed a 

ignificant improvement from 1975 on . ome mea ure and. on all others, no 

decline. th y received littl pre ·s o erage. Thi - e - ·emially g d n s recci cd 

much le extensive overage than the 1975 re ult had been given. That tended to 

confirm the view among the educational e: tabli hment Lhat no good could come 

from su h Lesli ng program . . al though both the Di rectors-General and the Australian 

Teacher ' Federation in their submis ion to the Quality of Education Review 

Committee ( 1985) used the results of the 1975 and the 19 0 te. ting to ·upport th ir 

claim. that tandards had not fallen. 

A Wheel Turned 

The Quality of Educati n Re iew Commi ttee ( 1985) wa al - n t convin eel that 

ther wa. ul'ficient net benefit in . u h survey: and recommended again t the 

implementation of a national system of monitoring. Since then, howc er. the ca!-.e 

for uch monitoring ha been pre sed more trongly and th pra Lice i being 

reintroduced. The 1988 ACER survey of level · of literacy and numeracy for the 

Victorian Mini try of Educ·ttion i one e ample. The 1989 ACER t ting of all 

year 6 :tudents and a sample of year 3 ·tudents for the New South Wale · 

Department of Education i another. New monitoring program · being e. tablished 

b the Queen. land Depanm nl of Education and the We. tern Au tra lian Ministry 

of Education are other . . 

-
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Approval for the e new program i not unjver al. The Tea her · Federation of 

Victoria (TFV) and it. on ·Lituent union urged teacher and . chool. to refuse to 

participate in th 1988 Victorian. tudy or literacy and numerac . They claimed 

in the Teacher Unionisr (A ugu t 19 8, p.12) that sratewide Le Ling could not 

validly a ·se_- . the performance of the education • ystem and argued that evaluation 

and reporting to chool communitie, i properly a chool-level respon ibiliry 

within broader guideline pro ided by the State. The ew South Wale Teacher. · 

Federation e pre ·sed oppo it ion to Lhe 1989 testing in ew South Wale but. in the 

encl , did not call for a boycott. 

Suppo11 for monitoring program now al o cuts acros ' traditional political divi

sions. The 1988 Victorian survey wa. commi ioned by a Labor government 

which ha ince announced that it will commis. ion ACER to urvey achievement 

level · in . cience in 1990. ocial tuclie in 1992 and literacy and numeracy again 

in 1993. The 1989 New outh Wale a ment program i the fir t of an annual 

cycl introduced in fulfilment of an lection promjse by an incoming Liberal

National Party gov mment. The Labor Oppo. ition in ew South Wales ha 

e pre ed its suppol1 for monitoring programs while arguing about ome of the 

detail. 

It i interesting to . peculate why monitoring program are now being tabli hed 

with considerably le oppo ition than might have been anticipated five or ix 

year.· ago. One rea on i. that demand · for accountability. particularly of publi 

enterpri es. have intensified and are more difficult to re ist. Another i Lhal. wiLh 

the onu. of pro f of the worth of educationa l program o clearly on the provider. , 

the value of evidence i increa ingly clear to sy tern admini. trators. 

Of cour e, having tJ,e information about the quality of programs and being able 

to u e it effectively are two different thing . . When the 1988 Victorian urvey re ult 

w re relea ed , th e idence that standard. in literacy and numeracy had not 

declined over the previou 15 year. wa not taken to put at re t the claim that 

tandard had fa llen. In tead. it hifted the focus of the critici ·m 10 a complaint 

about la k of improvement in tandard de. pite improved fu nding. An even 
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tronger re:ponse was a direct denial of the evidence. n AB morning radio host. 

John Jo. t. when interviewing the Mini ter for Education. declared that he did nor 

believe the re ·ults of the ACER :tudy though he did then acknowledge that he 

probably should read it Lo see why. 

A New Methodology 
The growing acceptance of monitoring programs doe. not mean that there are no 

longer eriou . cone m about ·ome of the p tential effect of the program ·. There 

is still the ri k that any te ting program i · likely to be narrowly focu ed, both 

because the amount of student time committed to . uch te ting hould be limited 

and becau e the testing methodologie fea. ible for large ale te ting proerams can 

impose limitations . The 1975 and 1980 national urveys concentrated on ba:ic 

·kill in the sense of mea. uring perfomrnnce in literac and numera at levels of 

minimum adult competence. The 1988 Victorian and the 19 9 ew outh Wale · 

program treat literacy and numeracy as ·kills ba ·ic to other learning but mea. ure 

level of perfo1111an e through the full range achieved by . tudent in schools. 

Whether educational practice wi ll be bia, ed toward tho e aspect · renected in 

the Lest · must remain an open question but one which needs regularly to be 

addres ·ed. The eviden e from the 1980testing(Power, l982)i . clearly that light 

monitoring at a national level intruded extremely little into the program. of 

scho Is. Whether that can b a .. ured in monitoring pr gram · in whi hall ·tudems 

in an age-group are te ted i · a separate question. Maintaining a broad focus for the 

te ting rather than con enlrating on level of minimum competence i:, on 

important protection since it obliges an attention to a wide range f kill in each 

area te:ted. 

Advances in the methodology of educational measurement have facilita ted ar

t mpts to broaden the focus of te ting away from a oncentration upon minimum 

competence. ln ed ucationa l measurement there are no ca le · a imple to u. as the 

graduated rule with which I ngrh i m asured. For many year. the conventional 

wi dom wa that nothing approaching thi . type of measuring device cou ld be 

achieved. The difficulty level fan educati onal te. t and the performance levels of 

-
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1he individuals taking it interacl in way tha1 make ii apparently impo ·s ible to make 

independcnt.1a1ement. aboul te. t difficully and st udent performance. Sludent. can 

appear 10 be man simply because a te t is ea . Only by compari on with the 

perfo1mance of others can the quality of a particular student 's perfo1mance be 

interpreted. 

Thi normative approach reduced all as ·e ment to a competitive proce. si n which 

. tudent could be een to a cend the achievement cale only by clambering over 

ther. . If the whole p pulation of tudent were to be ascending the ladder, their 

ommon improvemenl could no! be detected. To be mea. ured. growth had to be 

growth relative to the perfonnance · of other . . 

The essentially compe1i1ive nature of educational assessment troubled many 

concerned with education. Forth m, the important con. ideration wa not whether 

a particular student wa beller than ome other but whe ther the tudent was 

advancing in 1erm · of what 1he tudenl could actually do. Others ought to ju tify 

competi1ive a e ment in education on the ground that · tife is like that· in the 

irnportanl world of work and port. Even in port, however, we have recent ly een 

omething of the approach for which many educator ha e declared a preference. 

Reports of the performances of Au ·tralian athlete in the Seoul Olympic empha

i. ed whether they had achieved ·per onal be t · rather than whom they had beaten 

or by whom they had been beaten. 

Teacher can be committed to helping student to a hieve per onal be t but can 

have difficulty in ·howing them or other when !hey have done it. A 'be r core 

ever' on a mathematic te t may mean only that. thi time. the teacher unintention

a lly produced an ea. y le ·t. Soon the performance. of others are being checked to 

. ee if thi is so and the whole a . e ment process has become comparative again. 

Jn y tern level monitoring the ame i true. Perfo1mance of one . rudent or one 

·chool can be interpreted only with reference 10 the perfom1ances of other in the 

tradi 1ion of normative asses ment. Perfom,ance level have meaning only 1hrough 

their relative level. 



t\ ER A111111a/ Re11on /988-89 

Crit rion-rererenced a. se. sment was one attempt to break from the normative 

tradition (Glaser, 1963: Popham. 1971 ). Attempt were made to define standards 

of achievement and to design tests which mea ·ured tudent · perfo1111anccs in 

relati n t th ·e criteria. The I 975 and 1980 national survey of literacy and 

numerac level stand in Lhi · tradition. The criteria were defined in terms of 

minimum adult competence in Ii teracy and numeracy and th te t · were de. igned 

to determine whether or not tudents were abo e or b low Lhis level. 

A new measurement tradition ha · em rged in whi h the di . tinction between 

criterion-and norm-referenced measurement i broken down. It achieve what wa · 

long held to be impo. sible by giving the capacit 10 devel p the educational 

equivalent of a ruler-actually more like a thermometer than a tape mea ure since 

the zero point n the cale i arbitrary and ha~ to be defined. Each :caJe ha · cl ar 

units and pro ides a capacity to mea urea readi ly imerpretable 'more' or 'le. s' 

in term of the propertie of the , cale it elf. Studenr ' performances can be 

interpreted in te1111s of the levels of . kill or achievement repre ented b different 

points on the cale without neces ·arily referring to the level of achievement of 

other.. Compari on · with the perfom1ance. of other · can be made.ju ·1 a. compari-

ons of height can be made, but they ar not fundamental Lo the interpretation of a 

·rudent' perform an e. 

The stati. tical ba. i. for thi: new approach wa developed relatively independently 

in Europe and the U A but th most widely u ed approach i · that produc d by the 

Danish mathematician, Georg Rasch (J 960). The approach i frequently called 

'item re ·pon e the 1-y' because its tati. tical ba. i, i. a model of the interaction 

of per ·on with individual item . Essentially the approach produce · a measurement 

cale of the type illustrated in Figure 1 n which p r ons can be located a cording 

to their le el of achievement and on which items c,u1 be located in term of their 

difficulty. If a p r on i located above an item on the . ale, th nth p rson i taken 

ro have a better than 0.50 probability of an wering the item ucce ·sful ly. The 

further above an item the per on i ·, the greater the probability that the per ·on ill 

answersucce fully.The per on· probabilityof ucce wil lb 0.50onitem at the 

same l vel as the per on and le - than 0.50 on item above the person· , I vel. 

-
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The . cale. for readi ng, writing and mathematics in the 19 CER ·ur ey of 

literacy and numeracy level · in Victorian . chool · were developed in thi , fashion. 

In malhematic . . for e ample. the 30 item in the year 5 re t were calibrated onro 

a single scaleaccordingtotheirclifficultylevcl . a indicated by t.udem ' ·u ce , 

on each of them. The underlying cale ha the properry of equal imerval. which 

enable it m to be located ·o that the di . tance between each pafr represent the 

differenceintheirdifficultie . . A similar.calewa calibrated u·ingthe30irem in 

the year 9 re t and. because some item · were common to both te t , it was po. si ble 

to locate all the item. from the two te t on the a111e scale. Full details of Lhe 

de elopmentoftJ1 i caleandrhe . cale. forreadingandwritingaregivenin McGaw 

et al. ( 1989 and Long & Ro ier ( J 9 9). 

Fig. 1: Per ons and Item Locat:ed on a Common 
Measurement cale 

All year 5 and year 9 tudent 111 tJ,e tudy could then be 

located on thi · ·cale along with the item from both the year 

5 and year 9 test . The numerical values u. ed to refer to the 

locations of person and items on the cale can be cho en 

arbitrari ly in the ame ·ense that the num rical value on a 

scale of temperature can be chosen arbitrari ly. The elsiu 

·cale, for example, is set with zero at the freezing point of 

water and I 00 at the boiling point of water. The e corre pond 

to 32 and 212 on the Fahrenheit ·cale. ln neither ea ·e doe 

zero mean ·nothing'. The location of the zero point and the 

size of the unit on each . calc are arbitrary bur the cale · ·till 

pro ide very u. eful information. We . oon learn h w to inter

pret common points on the . cales. We know. for example. 

that35°C or95°F ind icate a very high atmo pheric tempera

ture. 

Higher achievement 

P rson I 9 
Person 2 9 

Person 3 9 

Per ·on 4 C::> 

Per on 5 C::> 

Lower achievement 

Greater difficulty 

~ Item I 

<? Item 2 

~ Item 3 

<? ltcm4 

<? ltem 5 

Le . er difficulty 

ln the Victorian . tud . the item difficultie were located 

in a numerical range from around 20 to around 60. This range 

was ho en LO avoid con.fusion with "Cale more t pically used 

with educational tests. It is not a percentage correct cale or a 

number of items correct scale. It d e · not have a va.lu n ar 
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zero for any item or for any pe1fo1111anc level of 'tudem , for whom iL wa 

de i!!lled. ll clearly implie that there are higher performance and more difficult 

iLem further up the scale Lo which number ab ve 60 would be a igned and lower 

perfonnances and ea, ier items further down the , calc to which below 20 would be 

a · igned. 

from Year 5 and Year 9 Mathernatic Te t on a 

Year 9 Te t Item Year 5 Te. l 
Item De ·cription Difficulty 

Periodiciry of ringing bell 4+.2 Periodicil of ringing bell. 

42.8 Fraction clo e l 3/16 
42.4 Two numbers given 'Um and difference 

o. or . quares/ 0 . or rows 41.9 
41.6 Size of angle 4x. i f 4x+5x i st line 
-1 1.(l 2J X 31 

8 boys each ale 1/ 10, what lei'! 39.9 
39.4 Difference in race times ( 12.4- 10.8) 
3 .7 Graph of car"s di. tance by rime 
3 .4 reare fonnula I Oa-3b from pr se 
38.0 Approximalion of 1240/29 

o. steps around room 37.-+ 
37.0 I 01* interc ·ton 900 

o.or ream r 7 from 7 team~ of 9 36.8 o. of ream of 7 from 7 teams or 9 

A cction of the mathematic · ·cale i · given in Figure 2. Some of the item from th 

year 5 and year 9 te. L in Lhi . region of the cale are hown. A tudent who an wered 

17 of Lhe 30 item · on the year 9 te 't correctly would ha ea score of 40 on this cale. 

The question referred Lo as 'Periodi ity of ringing bells' is: 

One bell ring!> e ry 8 minute , while another bell ring every 12 minute 
Th y have rung together once at the arne moment. After how many 
minute · wi ll they ring together again for the next time? 

On thi que lion, which ha: a difficully level of 44.2 on the cale a per on with an 

achievem nt level of 40 has a probability of only 0.31 of an wering ucce full y. 

-
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On the que lion requiring the calcu I at ion of ten per c nl intere. ton 900. for which 

the difficulty level is 37.0 on the cale, the per. on with an a hievement level of 

40 would have a probability of ucce. of 0.64. 

The total cale can be thought of a · a developmental progre . ion along which 

tudent willmovea · their ma teryofmathematicsimproveso erthe period from 

mid-primary to mid- ·econdary . chool. It doe: not nece arily imply the equence 

in which thing hould be taught. It simply show the order of diffi ulty of ta k . 

Students· location on this scale will indicate the kind of thing they can do 

ucce .· fully and the kind of thing they have not yet ma tered. Item above a 

tudent's location will tend to b too difficult for the tudent. ltem below wiJJ tend 

to be one the ·tudentcan d al with . atisfa torily. Unu uaL ucce e on items above 

or unu ual failure on item below will indicate that there is omething atypical 

about th particular tudent' learning. lf such unu ual pattern occur for the 

majority of tudent in a cla s, then the teacher will be able to detect area of 

teaching trength or weakne . 

tudents can still be compared with one another or with m an performances for 

particular group. of tudent in t nn of location on the ·cale. In that en ·e. the 

results can be u ed normatively. More important! , however. the tudent · perform

ance · can be evaluated in terms of the ·kill · ma tered and tho e yet to be 

ma ·t red. In that sen e, the result provide a criterion-referenced a . e sment with 

the pot ntial to provide helpful diagnostic information. 

The di ·tribut ion of the pe1formance level of al I year 5 and year 9 tuclenr in the 

ample can be mapped ont the mathematic ·cale. Since the ample were repre en

tati ve . of all year 5 and year 9 tudent. in Viet ria. thj mapping ·how · the 

di tribution of achievement level · of Victorian tud nts in the ·e chool year ·. Sucl.1 

a mapping is given in Figure 3. The hading on the left ·how the di . tribution of 

achievement level for year 5 tudent while the , hading on the right how the 

di tribution of achievement levels for ear 9 . tudents. The location of individual 

item · on the cale are . hown in the band up the centre. The dot. on the left of the 

band gi e the locations of items on the year 5 test. The dots on the right of the band 
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gi e Lhe locations of the item. on the year 9 test. The dots up the centre of the band 

give the locations of the items that were included in both year 5 and year 9 test.. 

Th.i kind of mapping has s veral important characteristic . It reveals the range and 

distributi n of performance level in year 5 and 9. It illu ·trate ' the extent of 

overlap between the populations of tudents in the two year . Perhap most impor

tantly, it provide a ba eline again t which to map change in performance level 

o er time. When numeracy levels among Victorian tudent are ur eyed again in 

199 . it will be po · ible to produce the di tribution for the year 5 and year 9 

-

population · and t map th m onto the ame ·cale as 

that u ed in Figure 3 for the l 9 populations. Thi 

will give a direct compari on through whi h any 

change over tl1e five year will be evident. The 

compa.ri, on wi 11 not be restricted to an examination 

of the me,m perforn1ance levels. The plot will mak 

clear whelber lbere are difference , at all points in the 

di. tribution .. For example. if the mean were to 

remain con Lant but the bottom end or th di Lribu

tion were to ri ·e and the top end were to decline, that 

would be clear from the compari ·on of the graph 

but ob cured in an analysi of the means. 

Fig. 3: Di tribution of Student Achievement and 
Position of Items on Mathematics Scale 

What emerge · from the new mea, uremem 

methodology is a powerful technique for monitor

ing level of . tudent performance. in . pecific . ub

ject areas in a way that u, e. a clear definition of a 
rel vanr cale of performanc 
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Research on Upper Secondary Education -
ACER ha undertaken a sub tantial amount of work in recent year on aspect · or 

upper econdary education; t11a1 work in the 1a t two year Highlights of the Year for ACER 
ha be n the focus of one of the re earch theme . In the L98 -89 year, Margaret 

Barten 's important study of the ignificance of curriculum choice for . tudent. in 

years l l and 12 wa completed and her finding, publi hed a an ACER Re earch 

Monograph. Year /_ : Students' Expecrations and Experiences. Thi · work. which 

has generated con ·iderable int r t, demon Lrated that alternative cour. e, in years 

I I and 12 offer con iderable benefit. for tuclent i_n tenn of their views of them

elve. a well a. of ed ucation. Complementing Margaret Batten· work, which wa 

based in Victoria, John Ainley and Michael Sheret are continuing their longitudinal 

study of upper econdary education in N w outh Wale . in e tigating chool 

factors which influence tudenL · deci ion about whether LO remain at chool. 

These major 1Udies together with other projects in Theme 2: Beyond Compulsory 

SchoolinR combine to produce a comprehen. ive et of inve Ligation: of the i ue 

involved in the final year of chooling. 

Extensions of the Youth in Tran ition stud 
Trevor William · longitudinal ·rudy of the tran ition from chool to adult life ha 

generated the ri he t Au tralian database in Lhi: field . Jn 198 - 9, the Common

wealth Department of Employment, Education and Training expanded the ontract 

for thi work to allow the introduction of a new ample of p r ·on born in 1975 to 

add to the exi ting ample of per on born in l 961. 1965 and 1970. An important 

new feature of thi · work i the use of the databa e either a the ole ba ·e or a · a 

upplementary ba from which to add.re · ·pecific que lion in commis ioned 

re arch. Thi u e f the databa e offer an economical mean of conducting new 

tudie . 

Research and Development in Measurement 

There ha been a considerable increa. e in the acti itie of ACER' Mea urement 

Divi ion . The report Literacy and Numeracy in Victorian Schools: 198 provides 

the fir t u ·e of item re. pon e theory in a major urvey in Au ·tralia. The report 

provide a clear demon tration of the benefit of thi approach to the development 
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o f scales and the mea uremcnt of performance. Asimilar approach. wi th significant 

new developments in both scaling and reporting procedure, , i being u. ed in the 

ew South Wale ba. ic . kill. te ting project. The appointmenr of Geoff Ma ter 

a ssi , tan t Directo r (Mea, uremenl) ha been an important timulu - for much of 

thi development. He ha an international re putation in the field of educational 

mea. urement and psy hometric -. 

Growth in Contract Research and Development 
ln 1988-89 there wa · a remarkable growth in the level of contract research and 

development work being undertaken by ACER. Contract .income ro e by 17 per 

cent from $0.6m in 19 7- lo $ 1.7m in 19 -89. 

Centre of Philosophy for Children 
Durin g J 988, ACER e tabli hed a Centre of Philo ophy for Children fo llowing the 

recruitment of Laurance Splitter to be the DiJ·ector of the Centre. Dr Splitter wa 

fo1111erly a senior lecturer in phi lo ophy at the University of Wollongong and he 

had been in. trumental in thee tab Ii hment of the Au tral ian In ti tute of Phi losophy 

for Children. Hi work repre ent a ignificant ex ten, ion or ACER program but 

it al o ha. productive link with exi ting ACER work in cognitive proce e m 

education (Theme 3) and on the reconceptuali ation of ba. ic . kill (Theme l ). 

New Focu on De elopment and Training 
ACER has long been involved in training programs but ha brought a new cohe ion 

to it. work during 1988-89 with th appointment of John Izard as As. i:tant Director 

(Development and Tra ining). He i · organi ing training course and eminar in 

education and p ·ychology in Au, tralia and managing the growing number of 

de e lopment and training program. that ACER is offering f r colleague in the 

A ian-Pacific region. 

Initiatives in Publishing 

ACER ha f r many year been the major Au ·rral.ian publi ·her and distributor 

of educational and p ychological Le L and i committed to remaining o. ACER 

i now al o expandiJ1g it. range of book for the general market of parent and 
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stud nt. and it: m re . peciali ed offering. ror higher education students and 

prof ssiona l group . . ACER 's ne Publi ·hing Manager, lan Fra er. is abo actively 

eeking to sell oversea righ ts to ACER title · to publi ·hers in other councrie. and 

is already having su cess. 

Retirement of Phyllis taurenghi 
Phyllis taurenghi joined CER a A ountant in May l 953. She retired in 

De ember I 988 but remained as a fu ll -time con ultant with continuing responsibil

iL for finan ial management until th end of th financial year. In 36 years, Ms 

taurenghi made many important contribution. to ACER. TI1e most significant 

wa · in her fine steward hip of ACER· rc:ource: but , at a more per ·onal level, 

he contributed mu h to the li ve · of tho e with whom .·he orked. She provided 

warm : upport and wi e counsel to many. 

Barry McGaw 
Direct r 

-
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- Over iew of Themes 
Jn June 1990 the current three-year re ·earch and development program come to 

Research and Development Activities an end. Some month. prior to thi Lime planning 

Dr Trn ·t>r II i//ia111.1· 
,h soncue Din1,·tor 

for the next triennial program wi 11 be fina l i. ed. This new re earch and d velopment 

program will be shaped, a before. by broadly ba~ed con:ultation and negotiation 

with the educational community at large. However. ince mo t of the sub tantive 

empha es defining th pre ·ent program ha not lo. t their currency, we do not 

expect a radical redirection of our re earch ffort. Some of the pre. ent theme · may 

well continue into th next triennium. Some projects will be wound up but other 

will be redefined and redirected through amalgamaLion to meet better the inrorma

tion need. of the educational community. Ln the first half of 1990. the form of 

ACER ·s second triennial research and development program will be made public. 

The nature of the research and developm nt program i: innuenced by our parti ular 

orientation Lo research. The model adopted i that of a re earch and deve lopment 

organi. ation rather than a university. ACER is in the busines of generati ng 

information for it client . These clien ts are Commonwealth, Late and Tenitory 

governments for the most part-almost aU of the contract re earch we do i 

commissioned by government agencie . The major emphasi. of the program then 

i · · pot icy re ·earch · but there are , igni ricant component of more ba ic re earch. 

particularly in our work on cognitive proce. :es and education. 

In formulating a re. earch and development program along the. e line we ar 

broadly proactive. The identification r research theme through a proces. of 

consultat ion with theeducati nal community focuse. our research around ub tan

rive i sue. or national importanc . Our c re grant from government i. extremely 

important in . upporting our initi atives in developing new areas. At the level of 

pe iric contrac t project we tend Lo be reacrii ·e in the main. Most propo al. for 

project are developed in respon e to reque. t for r earch though at time we do 

take on a proactive ro le in proje t definition. We are interactiPe a. well. Increas

ingly, ongoing programs_ mainly our . urveys of young people in (and ut of) hool. 

are en by agencies a · vehicle for the co ·t-effecti ve production of inf nnation 

they need. pecial que. lion can be included in our que. tionnaire to take advantage 
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of a survey infrastructure already in place. and of the add itional daLa that is collected 

f r other purpo e ' or i already in hand. Spe i·1I analy, ar und rtaken u ing 

exi ting da1a coll cted in the e educational survey . . ·on-call ' analyse of these 

data are undertaken a well to add re ·· matter · of urgen y within the agencie . . 

Cooperative research projects invol ing a joint effort of ACER and ag ncy : taff 

provide another facet of thi · enterprise. 

Development of this kind are important. They increa. e the co t-effectivene ·s of 

research and allow a rapid turnaround or inf rmati n_ In the presence f continuing 

ur e . agen ie are able 10 plan their information needs knowing that a more-or

lc ·. permanem data collection infra tructure exi, t ·. Further. ith the appropriat 

coordination of ·eventl r s arch fforl · (around th ame indi idual. or . hool . For 

example) all rho. e involved arc able to take advantage of a common databa eat less 

co. t and wi th les: duplication of effort than would other ise be po ible. We are 

beginning to explore uch arrangements in interaction with tho e of our clients 

who ·e information need · can be m t in thi ." wa . 

Tre or William. 

As ociate Disector 

-



-
ACER A11111w/ R,•1111rr /988-89 

In reviewing the fir. t two years of the program of re. carcl1 and development for 

Theme I : The Compulsory Years. 1wo thing: became ev ident. The first wa: that 

Theme 1: The Compulsory Years in e tabli hing the triennial program we were rather 100 

Dr K 1•1·111 Piper 
Cl11ef R,·~rard, 0/lic ,., 
Tlt,•111,• I Coorcli11a111r 

ambitiou!> in our estimates of what would be pos:-.ible. and what re ource: it would 

be po i ble 10 attract Lo an area we saw as being of key importance: the econd wa. 

that. despite our failure to attract the kind of funding and r source we had hoped 

for. a sub~Lantial amount of u. eful work hatl been completed and !-let in progre · to 

ensure that. by the end of the triennium. the contribution ofLhe theme I the corpu. 

of ACER ·s work over the triennium would be . ignificant. 

In planning Lhe program of re. earch into the compulsory years of schooling. our 

central fo u was on the nature of an education for all. education which provided 

for diver.;i1y within a common framework and . cl of institution . Within thi . broad 

focus. two more specific ·1rea were !-lingled out for particular auenrion in the 

program. namely con tinuit y and change in the compul ·ory year of chooling. ,md 

core learning ·rnd competence. Work proceeded on both of the e trand. during 

1988-R9. 

Three major projects comributed to the developmem of the fir ·t trand of the 

program, continuity tmd change in the compul sory years of chooling. The fir. t 

of thee, Redefining the Curric11l11m . wa~ initiated during 1988-89 with a . tudy 

focusing on national curriculum development and. in particular. on current mov1;;s 

towards the articulaLion of a omrnon national curriculum framework. The second 

project. the Social and Political Context of Schooling . is represented in the program 

by a . Ludy of the quality of primary choo l life and its relationship to achic emen t 

in readirg and mathematic being condu Led in col labora1ion with the Victorian 

Mini . try of Education. A report f the first tage of the ·tudy has been completed 

and tJ1 e -econd stage. a follow-up tudy involving a smaller number of selected 

sch ol ·, will be completed during 1989-90. 

The third project in the first . trand i Decision Making in Schools. and is repre. emed 

in the program by two studies. one of which, Andrew turman · ·tudy of the 

devolution of curriculum deci ·ion making, ha. been completed. A report of the 
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tud . entitled Decenrralisarion and rlle C11rricu/11m. ha. rec ntl been published. 

Phillip McKenzie has abo been interested in curri ulum deci:ion making, but in th 

context of school management and resource alloearion. I i. study i. n aring. 

completion, and a r port is scheduled to appear luring 1988-89. 

Two major proj b ontribute l the second strand fthe program. core learning and 

competence. The fir. t. Reco11ce1n11ali.\i11g 1/ie Basics. i · repre ented in the program 

by two : tudie . Graeme Withl:rs and Doug M Curry have been compiling a 

ationaJ Guide to Literacy ba ·ed on the documentation of exemplar pra Li e in the 

teaching and asses. ment of literacy skill.. nfortunatcly. uncertaintie. regarding 

ontinued funding have delayed thecompleti n ofthi: proje t. A draft report ofth 

first stage or the stud ha. been ubmitted to the Curri ulum Development cntre. 

A second : tudy on s cial competence ha. been initiated. and will continue during 

1989-90. 

Australia is one or 25 countrie · taking part in the e ond lnt rnational Scienc 

Study. conducted under the au. pices of the International A ociation for Educa

ti nal hiev men! (IE ). Three major report · of the int rnational ·tud are b ing 

final i. eel for publication during 19 9. Two detailed r ports of the u. tralian results 

arebeing fina li:ed for publication by CER. The f'ir L. by Malcolm Ro ·ier and 

Diana Ban.Jc. deal · with the re ult r r I 0-year-old and 14-year-old students: the 

·econd. by Malcolm Ro. ier and Michael Long. covers the car 12 level. 

Ke in Piper 

Theme Coordinat r 

Theme I Proj ects 
ominu i1y and Change in ompubory chooling 

Redefining the Curricu lum 
ACER StajJ:· Ke in Piper 

The ocial and Pol itical onte t of Schooling 
ACER luff: John Ainley 

olleague: Rodne Reed (Mini. try f 
Education. Victoria) 

Deci~ion Making in chool · 

ACER S1aff'.· Phillip McKenzie. ndrew ru,man 
Core Learning and Compet n e 

Reconceptuali 'ing the Ba. i s 
ER taf!: D ug McCurry. Kevin Piper. 

Graeme Withers 
e ond lnt mational cience tudy 

CER S1a}f: Michael Long. Malcolm Ro~ier 
Colleugue: Diana Banh (ACT Schools Authoril 
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Thi theme invol es three a pects of po tcompulsory education: senior secondary 

s hooling. post econdary education, and Iran. ition , between education and the 

Theme 2: Beyond Compulsory Schooling 1abour rorce. 

Dr .{,,t,,, A111ll'y 

C!ttl'/ R1•11•11n It Oj/in·r 
T!t e11tl' ! Cflc>rdi11m,1r 

Our work n senior ·econdar schooling has concentrated on a four-year longitu

dinal tudy in New South Wale. , hi h began in July 1987. It xamined how school 

faclors (in particular, curriculum policie and programs) related to . tudent re

. ponse. to . hoolandlheiranainmenrsatandbeyond . chool. ln 1987. information 

wa~ gath red from al l ·tudcnr , in year. 9. lO, and 11 about views of school life, 

educational plans. occupational plan and interest.. Tho ·e in year 9 al o did 

mathemali sand reading tests. Toward the nd of 198 the longitudinal cohort of 

tud nts ( those who had been in year 9 in 1987) wa: surveyed for a . econd time 

regardi ng educational and occupational plans and approaches to learning. Tern, 2 

of l 9 9 ·aw those of the group who had remained at school ·urv yed for a third 

time. Preparations Me in hand for an Augu t 1989 survey of those in the cohort who 

have left :cho I. Jn addition, inf rrnati n about the : chool • invol ed has been 

gathered by means of que ·tionnaire to teachers and interviews with key taff 

members. In 1990 the young people in our study will be followed inl year 12, 

further education or the labour force. In add it ion info1mation about the organi sation 

and programs of the school · will continue to be monitored. The Ludy ha produced 

regular reports to chool. · and a set of four working paper ·. 

Another aspect of our work on senior ·econdary :chooling ha" been directed to 

curriculum development. . During the year the reporl of Margaret Batten's three

year longitudinal :tudy f alternative year 12 cu1Ticu la wa. publi. hed under the 

title, Year 12: Students' E.rpectotio11s a11d Experiences. It, conc lu ion that alterna

ti vc cour.·es have beneficial effects on tudents ha: generated a great deal of intere t. 

Also produ ed during the year wa a review of development: in. and related 

re ·earch on postcompul ·ory . chooling. 

The Youth in Transition study. with thre large represemmive . ample of young 

people being followed through school and beyond, c nlinue: to be a major project 

in the ·tudy of tran itions. Sur ey of the 196- and 1970 birth cohort . amples 
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were undertaken this year. The. e . urvey repre. ented re pective ly the e ighth and 

fourth wav of data coll tions with the. e . arnples re ulting in ear-by-year data 

covering age · 16 to 23 for the older oroup and 15 to 18 for the young r. Funding 

wa not ava i I able to . upport continuation of the . urvey of the J 961 cohort ample 

(a group which has been followed in e 1978) but contact was maintained o that 

futur data collection may be pursued. In addition to the main survey., two :pecial 

tudie. have been ompleted thi · year: a . Ludy of unemployed youth and a tudy 

of partic ipation in technical and further education (TAFE). Th tudy of unem

ploy d youth ha. produ ed two report. : a review of the literature on youth 

unemployment and an ana ly. i of open-end d re ·pon e data from the Youth in 

Tran ition urvey . The study of partic ipation in TAFE examines the characteri ti c 

and work experiencesofT AFE participant · b u ing twoofthe ·am pies from Youth 

in Transition. 

The Youth in Tran ition program for the coming year involves continuing urvey. 

of the 1965 and 1970 c hort ·, and the commencem nt f a new cohort with th 

collection of a hievement data from a national probability ample of ome 6000 
I 

14-year-old . In addition there i propo ed a . e rie of other tu die which util i e, 

or extend. exis ting Youth in Tran ·ition data: a s tudy of ubje t hoice in enior 

econdary chool , a tudy of acces and succe in Au tralian higher education, a 

tud of fami lie · work and tres and a tudy of political ociali at ion. 

John Ainley 

Theme Coordinator 

Theme 2 Projects 
enior econdary chooling 

Senior Secondary eh oling in ew South Wale 
ACER ta.ff: John Ainley. Jane Foreman. 

Marina Paxman, Mi hael Sheret 
Curri ·ulum Dev lopment. in Postcompul. or 

Schooling 
ACER Staff John Ainley, Margaret Batten 

Po t. econdary Edu ati n 
Evaluati n of Bridging and upplementary our e · 

CER S1aff" Warren Jones 

Tran iti n between Education and th Lab ur F rce 
Youth in Transition 

ACER Sw.ff: Jeff Clancy. Michael Long, 
Hilary Miller. Trevor Wi lliam 

Colleague: Cath Blaker ( anberra 
ocaLi nal Interests. A pira1ions and hoice 

ACER Staff: Marianne Fleming. Jan Lokan 

-
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- Re. earch and de eloprnent proje t. conducted within thi theme are aimed at 

pro iding stud nts and teacher wi th a better unde r. tanding o f thinking. pro bl em 

Theme 3: Cognitive Processes and Education olvingandlearning trategie . . The 

Or/f,,/guR011 e 
hte( Research Oj]icer 

The1111• 3 Coordinaror 

fo u i on the acqui iti on or know ledge and kill . the pract ice o r refl ecti ve. 

creati ve and crit ica l th inking. and the development of independent. . e lf- motivated 

and . e lr-r gula ted learni ng by tudent ofall ages and leve l of school achi vement. 

In the be ·t of all po, ·ible educati oml worlds, lea rners would have a we ll -developed 

reperto ire of strategics. T hey woul d po .. es · . uffic ient doma in pecific and meta

cogniti ve knowledge abou t the ·e . tra tegie. to kn w when to d pi ne or the 

other. They woul d know when it i. appropria te to modi fy th m and how to go 

about : uch m d ifi ation. They would ke p track of the ir ogniti ve activitie and 

take xecuti ve contro l over ·tra tegy hi ft . Highl y effi cient learner might be 

automatically strategic . They would habitu all y u e trateg ie and do o by ex pend

ing little cogniti ve effo rt. thu freeing the bulk of thei r cogniti e re ource for 

important a. peels of creati ve thinking. Major problem. re la ting to th education of 

im mature learner · would be ·o l ved. They cou Id be taught ·trategie. known to be 

effecti ve. Teacher would know what knowledge ab ut trategie to inc lude in 

in tructi on, and h w to teach monitoring o that . tudem ould reguht their 

learning without too much e ffort. 

eedle s to say, we are not livi ng 111 the bes t of a ll po ibl world . yet, 

insuffic ient tra tegie. have been wide ly tested and demon ·trated to enhance learn

ing and pe rfom1ance. A majo r cha llenge i to te t the many ex i ting trategy rec

ommendati on · a ri s ing fro m laboratory . Ludie , to determin which technique are 

effe ti ve in the real world, when and where. Progre. s i: a l o required in developing 

appropri ate trategie to meet contemporary and future educational challenges 

from the avai lability of ophi ti cated technology. In preparation t meet the latt r 

chall nge,thi yea rha seen omecol laborati ve workbetweenTheme3: Cogniti ve 

Pro e e: and Educa ti on and The me 4: Edu ation and Techno logy . 

Many contribution can be made to improve learning and pe1fo1mance, and ome 

are being made within thi theme. For exam ple, the tudie an·ied out by John lzard 

are eek ing to describe how spatia l in fo rmation contribute· to learning mathemati-
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cal concept and the implication ofthi for cuJTiculum development. The Lrategy 

re earch conducted by Helga Rowe ha · led ro revi ions of in tructional material. 

and m thod. by t acher .. Learning environm nL are being modified in some 

eh ol a a dir et re ult f re. e,.u-ch finding · and the practical demon. trarions and 

L ach r workshop conducted by Laurance Splitter wi thin the framework of· Phi

lo ophy f r hi ldren •. Our work i providing increa ing e idence for th i w Lhat 

. tudent. can be cued to u:e ·trategie · which they would n t produ e : pontan ously. 

Such cueing of effectiv strategie. will lead to m re fficient acquisition or 

curriculum content, a. well a. to better habit. of thinking and problem olving. 

Although orne critic have claimed that the modi fica tion of materials. the re true

Lure of cla sro m environment and cu ing do not contribute to the aim of creating 

independent, auronomou. I amers and thinker. who know how to go about La k . 

we believe that thi . )aim i not defen:ible empirically. The al ternati ve hypothe ·i 

we would put rorward i that indepcndem thinking, learning and autonomous use 

of . trat gie might develop a a function of the ·ub tantial ·trategy experience 

pro ided by modified materials, learning environments and cueing to u e trategie . 

Student. are given many opportuni tic to learn the component of trategies. and 

L di cover that trategie · can be ff e Liv . They will detect which approache. meet 

their current . tate of experience and level of knowledge, and come to ob rve the 

effecti ven ·:of. trategies in many different . ituation . . 

11 i: diffi ult to imagine how uch e perience would impair the development 

of au tonomous cognition. Indeed, Lo re tru lure th environm nt o that trat gic 

mediaLOrs and cued strategy proce ' ing are prominent may be a reasonable fir ·t -rep 

to developing the be t of all pas. ible world .. 

Helga Rowe 

Theme Coordinator 

Theme 3 Projects 
Meta ogniti n 

ER ta.ff: Helga Rowe 
Proce. se nderl y ing Cognitive Perfo1111an e 

ACER tajf John lz.ard . Barry McGa, . He lga Rowe 

-
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'Edu aLion and Technology' i. worth adopting as a Iheme only within a framework 

in which technology i~ een to include not ju. t hardware and :oft ware but al o 

Theme 4: Education and Technology kJ1o wledge about their u.e . De e loping thi . kind 

S£'11ior Rl'M'wTh Ojjicl'I' 
Them,• ./ onrdin///nr 

of view of educational techno logy was an e ·sential init ia l goal for ACER in 

developing the Sunri ·e chool projec t. lt wa: understood that in thi new fi eld it 

was impo11ant to derive theory from practice, and s tti.ng the . c ne for that ha been 

a time con. uming ta ·k. With the original unrise chool e ·tablished in the Mu eum 

or Viccoria and invo lving Prince Hill Secondary Co llege, an a ociated Sunrise 

Centre ha been e ·tab li. h d at MLC in Melbourne. ano ther i · being planned for 

imp lementation by the Queensland Department ol'Education in Brisbane. and sev

eral other · are under con ·ideration. The ·e op rat ion: now provide the ba e for 

teacher · in the c nt rc. to de elop further appropriate teachin~ and learning 

activ.it ie and for A ER taff both to work with them on that ta<;k and also to foc us 

on the th oret.i cal i ue ·. 

The move from intuition ba ed de. cription to fo m1al definition in a uitabl 

computer upported environment i the focu s of much of the work in th unn . e 

community. In order to invest igate how computern might be u eel in thi way. a 

common computing environm nt ha. be n chosen for tudent in all ituation : 

primary. po t-primary and tertiary. tudent. and teacher have been interviewed on 

, everal occa ion. Lo asc rtain what they under tand to b the place and u e of th 

computertechnologies in thi context. imuJtaneou ·ly. participant.. both tuclenl 

and teacher , are introduc d t . m of the big idea of computer cience such 

a ab n·action (Abelson & Su man. J 985), recur ion and program. a fonnal i. m 

because the ·e are seen to r pre nl the tool made avai lable by the new technolo

gie . 

N w ways of looking at thing are po . ible when the fonnal representation 

is a computer program in tead of an Engli h statern nt. What in Engli.sh might be 

incomplete becau. e it is If- ref rential can be compl te and defini ti ve in a 

powerfu l c mputer en ironment. We are ex ploring the pas ibility that if we 

e pli itly use I ve l. of ab traction and the idea of revi: iting the ame concept at 

di fferent lev ls of complex ity (or deta il) we migh! be more ucce ful in teach ing 

learners about new concept ·. 
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Another int r ting i . . ue is the link between the e idea · and recent de elopment~ 

m p ychology (Turkle, 198 ) which bring · the work of the ogni ti ve psychologi . ts 

at ACER in close contact with th work of tJ1e Sunri e community. Turk le write. 

of the move away from Lhe early t p or computing, , hich involved erial , logical 

proce ing. lo the more recent approach which in olve int gralion of fragmented 

proce ·ing. She points lo the ·tune idea. in p, ychoanaly, i and . ugge,·ts thar the 

recognition of the relation. hip between the two dis ipl ine. i improving the 

effectivene·. of the work i.n the newer disc ipline. 

The Sunrise projecl is directly involved in the development and testing of a new 

computer y 1cm being built IO :uppon these idea . . Thi · y tern, Boxer, i · being 

developed bydiSe sa at Lhe niver ityof'Californiaat B erkeley and ha been made 

available t theSunri e group for experim nral and de lopmental work. 

Reference : 
Abelson. H. , & Sussman. G. ( 1985) mrcture and i111erpre1a1io11 of conrpwer 

programs. ambridge. Mas . . : MJT Pre . . 
Turk le, . (19 8) Artificial intell igence and psychoanaly i : a new alliance. Jn S.R. 

Graubar I, (Ed.) The artificial i111elligence dehate:false ·rarrs. real fm111 latirms. 
ambridge. Ma s.: MIT Pre .. . pp. 241-26 . 

Liddy Nevile 

Theme Coordinator 

Theme 4 Projects 
The unri e chool - A School of th Future 

ACER Srajf: Jud Ballantyne, Andrew Brown. Liddy evile 
Educational Computing Activi tie. 

ACER raff: Judy Ballantyne, Liddy evile 

-
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- Over the pa t year or so . change - in teacher · promotion srructure · hav been 

introduced in the government school - . tern of ew South Wale . . Victoria, the 

Theme 5: Teachers in Australian Society Austra li an apital Territor . and in the 

Mr Phillip M cKc1r=il' 
c11ior Re.1·ear1·/i 0,[fin·r 

Tlic1111· 5 Coordinator 

Tasmani an primary . chool sector. In each of the other Au tra lian gov rn ment 

scho I y, tern: propo. al. ror the reform of promotion structu re are curren tly under 

negotia tion. The e development have igni fica n1 implicari n ' for tea her · a

reer ·. By m di fying the st ructure or the pr moti n. hierarchy and, in me 

in ·ranees, the rules that govern movement through it , they alter the srructure of 

car er opportu n.itie. open to teacher.. 

ft is probabl y not . ince the late 1960s and earl y I. 970s that the nature of teachers· 

areer: ha. received such sustained anention in Australi a. Th re are ign.·, th ugh. 

that the currenL level of activity. hi gh though it i.. i but a forela le of the period lo 

come. The potential that now e i t fo r t he introducti on of a federal indu ·trial award 

for teachers. and the ndor. ement by tea h rs · uni ons of the award re tructuring 

proposal.· of the Australian Counci l of Trade nions mean that. for the n xt few 

years at lea t, teache rs · career st ructure · wi ll remain close to the top of the 

ecl uca ti nal age nda. 

There i · a variety of fac tor . mos t. or them inter-related . that hav fo rced a re

examinati on of the career paths of government tea her. in Au tra lia Maclean & 

McKenzi , to be publi ·hed in 1990). These include the age ing of the L ac hing fo rce, 

dec li ning promotion oppo11L111i tie ·, the under-reprc ·enta ti on of women in ·enior 

positi on ·. the re lative decline in t achers' alaries. th problem. ofclifficult -10-staff 

schools, and po liti ca l pres ures to improve the perforn1ance of the educat ion 

sy ·t m. 

Th 1988 Department of Empt yment, Educat ion and Training di ·cu. sion paper 

Teacher.' Leam ing (p.5 1) ex pre sed the p I icy impl ication of the ·e fac tor in the 

fo ll owing term . Becau of de lin ing demand fo rt.ea her. during th 1980 . . th 

increa. ingly uncompeti tive nature of tea hi nga anoccupation ha been ma keel . 

A · growth return 10 the number of . tudcnt in . chool from I. 99 1 onward the 

pattern of the 1980 may be qui kly reversed. Teaching show. every sign of being 
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in poor shape to compele for it share of the mo t able of chool graduate" in the 

19 0 . There i a need lo airer rh sLn.1cLure of reward wi d1in teaching to provide 

recognition and incentive. for more highly killed and more ' ucces ·fol teaching 

performance. 

A further ontexrual factor or note is the . hift in wage-fixing practice that ha 

occurred in Au tralia . ince early 19 7. The factthat employer and employee have 

been required to agree on proces. e l review indu try producti ity ha · helped to 

liftcareerre trucLUring up Lhe industrial relations agenda, in education a el ewh r . 

The majority of people in the teaching prof e sion are engaged in cla · -room t aching 

and unle . . there i: ·ome rad ical restructuring of hool ystem an I chool thi 

ituation i unlikely to hange. Broadly speaking there are three type of re p n e 

to thi · ituation: increa e the number of promotion po iti n in sch ol : limit the 

tenure of teachers in tho po. it ion. , and thereby make them available to more 

people; or provide profe ional and financial awards to people to remain ba. ically 

a · la ro mleacher ·. Eachofthe. e ortof re. pon.e i e ident intheAustralian 

s ene, although up to now the firs t two have been more common than the Lhird. 

Any propo ed change in teachers · career tructure orother condition. of work run: 

up again ' t the financial problem po ed by the . heer number f teacher and the 

importanc of . pending n teacher. r r public ector budget·. Teacher · ar far 

and away the largest pr f ional 2:roup in Australia. Scho I teacher. ' salarie. 

account for over two per cent of GDP and for over five per cent of all publ ic cctor 

outlays. Even a relatively . mall ri . e in teachers' salari or oth r improvements 

in their working c nditions ha · major financial implication pa11icularly for tate 

governments whi h in aggr gate emplo 75 per cent of the Au. tralian Leaching 

force . 

Given the financial con. trainl · faced by all government . the pressure exist fo r 

l acher ' mployer · to se k ·trade-offs' f r any improvement in teacher ' career 

opportunitie . On th ba. i · of over ·ea. ex perience, . uch trade-off 0111111only take 

Lhe fo rm or a decrea:e in teacher. · pr re .. i nal au ton my, particularly in regard to 

-
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curri cu lum de e lopmen t, ,. tudent a . e: ment , and teache r apprai al. Care need. 

to be taken, however. that such moves are not counte r-producti e. An le · ·ening 

in the opportunities for teache r. to e erci e profess ional judgement wi ll di mini h 

one o r the major , a ti:factions o r teaching as a job, and d crea:e the chance: of 

re tain in e abl people in the profe ion. 

References 
Department of Employment. Ed ucation and Training. ( 19 8). Teachers teaming . 

/111prm ·i11g A11srra/ia11 schools tlim11gh i11serl'ice Jrlli11i11g and de1 •elop111e111 . R port 
of the Im, rvi e Teacher Education Proje t. Canberra: Department or Employ
ment, Education and Training. 

Ma lean. R. D .. & McKen1.ie. P. . (Ed)..) (i n pres~). A11srralia11 tellchers· careers. 
Hawthorn. Vic .: Au: tralian ouncil for Educational Research. 

Phillip McKenzie 

Theme oordinator 

Theme 5 Projects 
The Structure of the Tea hing Force and Teacher. · Career~ 

ACER wf{: Jan Lokan. Ph illip McKen1ie 
Discipline Review ol' Teacher Education in Mathcmatic, and cience 

ACER rq/J:' Jenny Baker. Warren J ne\. Kathira elu avaratnam, 
Leo West 

Teacher~· Proi'es<,ional Craft Kno\\. ledge 
ACER . ra/T' Margaret Batten 
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During 1988-89 ACER-s program of 111 a urcment re ear hand dev I pm nt has 

been : trengthened and e t nded to a numb r of impo1tant new areas or acti ity. 
-

Work during the past year ha entred on the practical implementation Measurement Division 
of recent ad ances in mea urement the ry, the maintenance and expansion of 

CER 's range of testing program . and the adaptation and devel pment f new 

as c . m nr materials . 

. ignificant challenge to the work of the Mea ·urement Divi ion during the pa t 

t wel e month has be n a : urge of go emment intere t in the collection of reliable 

informati n about the achievements of student · in u. tralian schools. Two re. earch 

teams, one headed by Barry McGaw ru1d lhe other under the lead rship of Jan 

Lokan, hav develop cl as ·essrnent material and onducced rudie: for the Vi -

torian Ministry and the ew South Wale: Depa11ment of Education. · pan of it · 

investigation, the team working on th New South Wale proje L ha. e 'P rimented 

·ucce. sfully with a range of innovative machine- ·corable question t pe . 

n important element of both the ·e project: ha been the use by re earch . raff of 

it.em re pon. th ory (IRT) for the analy ·is and reporting of . ruclent. · re. ults. 

Through thi . work. which included the inve Ligation or way of reporting separately 

to the parent · and teachers of ·ome 60,000 . tudent. in ew South Wale ·, valuable 

ex p rience in the appli ation oflRT method ha been gain d. During the year the 

divi ion was approached by the We:tern Au ·rralian Ministry of Eclucati n and the 

Queensland Department of Education for help in implementing IRT method as 

part of thei r standard ·-monitoring activities. 

A . cond priority in th work of the division ha. been LO respond to tJ1e need for a 

br ader range fassessment material that go beyond the kind · oflearni110 a es ed 

b mo t paper and pencil Le ·ts. Two . ignificant initiati ve in thi area ha e been 

a joint pr ject with a group of math matic · educator · to de elop new mathemati . 

problem ·olving material and thee rabli hment of a project to develop Ii tening 

and reading comprehen ·ion te ·t in Chine ·e. Modem Greek. Japane e, German, 

Fr nch and Italian. Advan es have also been mad in the area of a e sing wriu n 

compo ition. 

Dr Geoj)' Master.\ 
Aui11t1111 Dirt•ctm· 

Mt·C1s11rc'111<•111 D11·i.l'io11 
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With improvement · in compute r technology and the increa ed a a ilabil ity of 

computer in cla ro rn , ACER ' Mea urement Divi "ion ha al o pur u d re-

ear h into the u e of computer in a e ment. During 1988-89 there wa. progre . . 

in making . ome exi Ling ass ·ment materia l a ce. ible to teacher on microcom

puter . Ongoing work wil l develop and tudy computer adaptive te t Lhal will 

choo e and adminis ter que tion one at a time on a ere n. 

[n add ition to ACER ' s continuing te ting program. uch a the Cooperative 

Scholar ·hip Te ting Program. the Au tralian Cooperative Entr Program and the 

Au ·tralian Schola ti Aptitude Te t.. the pa t y ar aw the commencement of 

everal new project under contract. The_ e inc lude the ew South Wale Ba ic 

Skill Te ting Program and the ew South Wale. Selective and Agricu ltural High 

School · Entrance Te. ring Program. 

Good progres. ha. also been made during the past year in the adaptation and 

development. of p . ychologica l and per onne l te t for ale. Thi work wil l re ·ult in 

the relea e of a number of new le t · incoming month including the Au tralian 

adaptation of the fourth edition of the Stanford Binet Intelligence Scale . the ACER 

Applied Reading Tests , and a new form of the ACER Mechanical Reasoning Test. 

The expan ion of ACER's m a urement program over th past twelve month ha 

included the appointment of twelve new member of re. earch taff and th purcha e 

of important new equipment. A new Optical Mark. en. e Reader has greatly 

increased our abi lity to proces large data ets and addi tional microcompute r. 

have g iven le t development . taff opportunitie to experiment with alternative it m 

design and layouts. 

Geoff Ma ter 

A. i rant Director (Mea. urement) 
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Measurement Projects 
Testing Programs 

Australian Cooperative Entry Program 
ACER tajf- D ug McCurry, Michael Sorrell 

Australian cholastic pti tude Te ting Program 
A ER Staff: Jacqueline Barley, Doug M u1Ty. George Morgan 

Co perarive holad1ip Testing Pr gram 
CER taff: Jacqueline Barley. Doug McCurr . Michael Sorrell 

SW Basic Skills T ·ting Program 
ACER Staff: Brian Doig, Khoo iek Toon. John Lind ·e , Jan Lokan, 

Geoff Masters, Lynette Robin. on. Su. an Zammit 
NSW Sele ti ve and Agriculrural High h I ' Emnu, e Te ting Program 

A ER Stajf Jo Jenkins n 
Victorian A hievement Study - Literacy and Numeracy 

ACER S1aff: Michael Long. Barry M Gaw. G orge Morgan. 
Malcolm Rosier 

Te t Publication and Studies 
Edu ational 

ACER 1aff: Brian Doig. Judy Eppinger. Geoff Masters. 
Andrew Stephanou. Gra m Wither. 

Psychological 
ACER raff : Marion d Lem 

Per onnel 
ER Srajf" Ian Woff 

Career Guidance 
ACER 1clfT Jan Lokan 

Testing Ser i e 
Te L Devel pment Service 

ACER Stajf- Michael Son·ell , Ian Woff 
Te ·t dmini. tration Service 

A ER S1aff: oel McBean 
Test Scoring ervice 

ACER Sw.fl: Jacqueline Barley 

I I 

-
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ER -.tablish d a cntre or Philo ophy for Chi ldrcn in July 1988. The Centre 

ha conducted a range or in -crvice acti iti . for teachers and other educator-.. n 

Centre of Philosophy for Children increasing number of school. ha C become involved in 

Philosoph r r hildren through these work.shop!-,. ,ome or hich have been 

supported directly by government and non-government ·our C!-,. Sev raJ ict rian 

primary and !-.Ccondary !-.Ch b ha e rill n philO!-,Ophy for cbi ldren into their 

future planning do urnents and are proce ding to trial the program. Activiti s 

in other state: ar proceeding , ith . upp rt rrom the cnt.re as appropriat , 

including the c nduct of work hop for teach r.. Through the e ·tabli hment of 

the Centre, CER ha · taken o er from the LI ·tralian rn ·titute of Philo ophy for 

htldren the distribution rights [or oversea · material. on philosophy for children, 

including clas room material.. 

A major thrust of the cntre ·. acti vi ti i re ·earch into conceptual development 

in early hildhood. Vari LI · on!'erenc paper · and publication n thi · theme and 

the development of phi lo ·ophy for children in Au tralia have b en pr par d and 

a large-. calc pilot proje t involving government chool. in Melbourne' we ·tern 

ubL1rb i phnned for 1990. 

Laurance Splitter 

Centre Director 

-Library and Information Services The activities of the Library and [nformati n 

Mr Peter Mathew~ 
/lead of Li/miry 011d 

f11Jim11a1i1111 Senices 11i1 

ervice Unit are concentrated on the collection and dis emination. on a national 

ba. i: . in subject fields related to Au tralian educati n. The Unit· ta, k. are directed 

in tw main area : the maintenance and development of a ignificant library 

collection at ACER to ensure th pre ervation of Australian information for 

further and historical re earch. and the di ·:emination or thi information through 

the nit·: products and services. 

The Unit ha. produced the printed A11srralia11 Ed11carin11 /11dex (AE1) ince 1957 and 

a. an on line ·earchable fit on th A SI ET netw rk ' ince l 979. A t th nd of the 
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19 '8-89 ear AET had about 42 OOO record~ unline. The library ha-, continued to 

collect policy docurn nt~ for inclu!->ion in the El and more than 700 have been 

inde ed <,ince thi . projct:t began la t year. Whik the acqui~ition ol thi ~ material 

pro eel difficult the A I edit.ors wil l continue to acquir policy material for the 

Tnde ·. 

The publication of the Bi/Jfiography of Ed11wtio11 Theses in Australia covering 

theses accepte I for higher degre . tudie~ in 19 7 completed a I 0-year coverage 

of thi · important body of re. ,u-ch. In the time pan surv d th number of 

in. titution granting the. es ha~ i.n rcased from 16 to 28 and the number of the. es 

accepted annually ha increa ·cd from 332 to 517. 

ACER Library is the . ole depository for papers of the Au:tralian Ass ciation 

of Research in Education conferences held in the la. t three years. ince the 

A · ociation cea ed publishing coll cted edit ion· in l 9 5. CER ·taff ha e 

indexed an I catalogued the paper and made them avai lable th rough the interli

brary loan . y. tem. Amrngcments are in place to pr cc. I he 1989 ARE C nfer-

nce paper and the ·e records shou Id be added to the fi le b March l 990. 

Peter Mathews 

Head of Library and 

Inform·1tion ervice · nit 

LibratJ' and Information Service Projects 
Library 

A ER Swjj:- Denis Balint , Peter Mathew!.. lspelh Mi ller. El izabeth Oley, 
Lula Psi liakos. Ra hel almond, Belly Segar, Chris Walker-Cook 

Database Devel pment 
CER ta.ff Julie Badger. Peter Math ws. Elspeth Miller. Elizabeth Oley 
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- In 1988-89 CER · .. program of development and Lra ining offered a range of 

act i itie for teach rs, p ycholog i t., and profess ionals in re lated area , a well 

Developn1ent and Training a a i ting with the Solomon J ·lands ·econdary ducation project 

Dr Jo/,11 f:ard 
A:,sis1u111 Direc1or 

Oi!l'/'(op111<'III ~~ Tmi11i11g 

funded by the Au LraJian Inte rnational Development A ·i ·tance Bureau (AIDAB) 

and pro idin° an attachment program fo r a Department of Education officer from 

We tern amoa ponsored by the R E Ro._ Tru L 

Mr Fonotele Levi f the Wc ' tern Samoa Education Department '. Exam ination 

Di vi ·ion wa attach d to ACER for three month in the latter part o f 198 . While 

al A ER he conducted analyse: of data from Forni 5 examination paper and 

prepar d report on Lh e amlyse ·. The R E Ros Trust ha oft red Lo ·pon or 

further attachment at ACER and invitation have been extended to the 

Government ' of the Solomon I: land . We tern amoa, Tonga and Vanuatu Lo 

end officer from their re p ctive E amination Bran he to undenake a period of 

development and training at A ER. 

Mr Franci Tagua, Head of the Guidance and Se lection Uni t in the Solomon l land. 

Ministry of Education and Training. al o pent a two-month attachment at ACER 

a. part of the Solomon I lands Secondary Education Project funded by AIDAB. 

Hi main ta k wa to review the range of te t mat rial ' (including career in tru

ments) that may have app lication in the Solomon 1 land , although ome rime wa 

. pent planning a rang of work hop on ·chool-ba ed a e menl for provin iaJ 

primary ·cho I raff and econdary teachers. Three career tea her from the 

Solomon I ·land. pent a two-month attachment at ACER a part of the same 

econdary education project. While at A ER they vi ited agencies whi h provided 

information about career. , reviewed career in trument , and, by ~u,·angement 

with Victoria College, participated in the career teacher education program 

onducted by Vona Be ier , and worked in Victorian . econdary chool on three 

. eparate placement. As part of the ameprojectM redithShear and Vona Be ier 

returned to Honiara fo r the ir econd ·erie of career teacher work hop . 

With in u tra lia, a program of e lf-funding training workshop and confer nee 

wa developed in 19 8-89 with a livitie · ·cheduled through ro 1990. Work hop 



which . erv to publicis ACER product · and ·ervice generally require participant 

to have the relevant material.. The e work hop are taken by con ultant ervice. 

taff, by the author( ) or the material , or by other killed trainer . 

ACER collaboral d with the Board of Educational and Developmental 

P ·y hologi t of the Au tralian Psychological S ciety in a weekend eminar on 

ational Te ting and A e m nt at the Univ r. ity of Queen land in May 19 9. 

Profe. . or John Elkin of the Schonell pecial Education Re earch entre of the 

Univer ity of Queen land ha · agreed to edit an Au. tralian Education Rel'iew n thi. 

topi a a fo llow up t the emjnar. A ER. in conjunction with the Fa ulty of 

Spe ial Education and Paramedical tudie , Victoria College, ha planned a 

Nationa l Conference on Behaviour Problems for Augu l 1989 in Mary. ille, 

Victoria. Regj tration had reached the limit by early June 1989. 

John [zard 

A . i rant Dire tor (Development and Training) 

Development and Training Projects 
Solomon l land 

CER Staff: John Izard 
olleagues: Vona Beier (Victoria olJege). Meredith Shears (Con ultant 

Ro.·s Tru r Fel lowships 
CER ta.ff- John rzard. Kevin Piper 

minar on ational Te Ling 
ACER tqtf: John Izard. Geoff Master 
Colleagues: John Elkin . Alan Haye (Univer· it of Queen land) and member · 

of the Board of Educati nal and Developmental Psychologi Is of the 
Au. tral ian P ychological ociery 

ational Conference on Behavioural Problem 
ACER . taff: John Izard, J hn King 
Colleague: Chri topher Szada (Victoria College) 

Te t and Mat ri als 
ACER Staff: Marian de Lerno . . Judy Eppinger, Jo Gold. worthy. John Izard, 

Jo Jenkin. on. Ian Kendall , John King 
Colleagues: andra Cutt. (Li lydale Early Childhood Development Program). 

M redith Fu ller (Victoria ollege), Ro s Harrold ( ni ersity of 
ew England). Patri ia Lar. n (Consultant). Ruth Webber 

(In titute of Catholic Education) 

-
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Education 
The effects of the publication of theTesT rf Reading Comprehension (TORCH ) 

Consultant Services became apparen t in request in the :e ond ha1ror19 srorexten ive in- ·ervice 

Mr f'l'lrr .l<'/J<'r_l' 
I/ea,/ 

Con,11/1,1111 S1'l'l'1t n /)11 ·1.11 011 

ed ucation or users. Jud ith Eppinger conducted work. hop in Perth on the Neale 

Analysis of Reading - Rerised and TORCH. She abo attended the summer ·ale 

meeting of American Guidance Ser ices in the SA and finalised arrangement for 

ACER to produce an Australian adaptation of KeyMath - Rel'ised. 

In conjunction with CER' Development and Training Division John King 

arranged an ex ten ive eries of workshops conducted by Ro ·· Harrold, author of 

C11rrirnl11m and Financial Ma11age111e11t in 011-gorem111e111 Schools. 

Psychology 

A major t"ocu. for the year wa. the Internati onal Congress or P. ychology held in 

Sydney in August 1988. ·ub tan ti al e hibit was mounted and the ACER 

Psychological Catalogue /988-89 was publi ·hed in a total ly new de. ign in time 

for distribu ti on at the Congre s. P. yc//News. a newsletter for p ychologi: t ·. abo 

appeared for the first time in 1988. It is di. tributed free of charge to all psychologist 

registered with ACER. The 8111/etin for Psyc!wlogists cea ed and was replaced 

with a subscription journal. the Psyclwlogical Tesr B11/le1i11. edit d by Jo Jenkin on. 

The range of product. marke ted by CER was fu rther ex panded and diversified 

to make the wide ·t pos ·ible . e lec tion of resource. avai lable to the profes. ion. The 

effects or the uppl ementary catalogue prepared and distributed mid 19 8 and the 

omnibus catalogue is ued Augu ·t onwards were noticeable in 1988-89 trad ing 

rigure . . A draft of th Catalogue of Per onnel a11cl Human Resource Managemem 

began to be di . tributed in Apri I 1989 and a new enl arged edition of a catalogue of 

omputer oftware for psychologist i being prepared. 

Many me tings of p. ych logi ·ts throughout Au~tralia ha e been ·upported by 

exhibit. and attendance by consultants. One of the consultants has attended th 

monthl y meetings in ydney of the NSW Departme111 of Education': Te:t Ad isory 

Committee. 
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Parenting 
Lii·ing in a Srepfamily, ACER ' firs t kit with a video component. as welJ as chan s. 

book and leader. guide. wa · completed and pub I ished. M any orkshops have been 

conducted b the author throughout Australia ince the laun h in March 1989. 

Three I adership courses were conducted for people wishing lo offer pareming 

cour. es. A nt:w Parent Ed11cario11 Catalogue was publi: hecl. 

Peter Jeffer 
Head of on ·ultant Services Di vi~ion 

Consultant Service Projects 
Edu a1i nal 

CER Sraj_r Judith Eppinger. Pete r Jeffe ry. John King 
Psychological 

ACER Srajf: u1.: Bell, Jo Jenkin~on, Jan Kendall. Chri stine Martin. Ian hephard 
Pareming 

ACER S1ujf J Golcbw nh 
Re,ource en1re 

ACER Stq[f- Anne Lowry 
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- The rang of CER titl e · widened markedly during lhe year. Il was a year that aw 

the publication of two multi - item kit : Webber ' li l'ing in a tepfamil) and the 

ACER Publishing financ ial management package Curriculum and Financial Pe1for111an ·e in No,?

J\llr Ian Fraser 
P11/Jlislii11 ,~ Manugl'r 

government Schools. The video-ba eel Stepfamily kit - wi th Parenting Pu:::. le. Your 

Child from One to Ten and our edition of From Birth to Fi, e Years - were further 

, ign, of ur ommitment to good material for par nt . 

It wa good to be abl to e ll Lhe over ea righ t to ome ofourtitle . Thi. pro peel 

is aJway open if the quality of our book and test remain high - and if our luck 

hold in a ve ry com petitive right , market. Our recent book were enl for how 

at the Mo:cow, ABA Wa hington and Frankfurt Book Fairs and appeared at the 

Austrade tand at the Pari Book Fair. 

The publi hing program will remain very busy . The fir I title in our Theme 

Monograph erie i. due off Lhe pre late in 19 9. and hera ld a tart for u in the 

tertiary ed ucation mark t. 

Publi hing initiated talks with Oxford Univ r ity Pre (OUP that have led to OUP 

agree ing to di tribute ACER ' title to the book trade to promote tho e title on 

tertiary and hool campu e . and to . e ll some ed ucational te t to chool . Thi 

agreement wi ll take effect on I ugusl 1989. 

l an Fra er 

Publ L hing Manager -Book and Kit 
Harrold. Ross ( 1988) . urrirnlum and financial pe1for111c111ce i1111011-gol'emme111 c/1nols. 

Hawthorn: Vi : Aus tra lian Counci l for Educationa l Research. 0 8643 1 0 19 6. 

elf- ontained kit which provides n n-govemment ~chools with techniques to analyse the 
financia l dimension or the ~choo l ·s curriculum. and which help · ·chools to apponion in ome 
and out lay~ among the different pan or the chool. 

Keat.. Daphne ( 1988). killed i111erl'iewi11g . Hawthorn: Vic: Au. rralian Council for 
Educational Research. 0 8643 1 033 I . 

Ycry pra tica l o 1,.fullofidea · andinfonnationforthein terviewer.andforthosesoo ften on the 
receiving entl. being imerviewed. on-verbal comm unication is di ·cusscd. ~o too the interview 
of the 'difficuli ' case. 
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Balson. Maurice ( 1988). Undastanding clas.ffo0/11 helial'io11r. _nd ec.ln. Hawthorn: Vic: 
ustral ian ounci I ror Educational Research. 0 8643 1 035 8. 

Complete rewrite. update and rede~ign or Maurice Bal\Oll · s succe. sful tit le for the clas,room 

tea ·her and for student teach r,. 

Lewis. Ramon & u an ( 1989). Parenting p11::/e. Hawth rn: Yi : Australian Council for 
Educati nal Research. 0 86431 036 6. 

Pare111i11g p11::le gives three m dern approm;hes to chi ld dis ipline and re.iring. It helps parents 
choose the approach that works for them. It invi te. parents to be adaptable. It l.l lks abt1u1 the link 
between good di. cipline and good parent-child relations. 

Webber, Ruth ( 1989). Lil'ing in a srepfamily Hawthorn: Vic: u. lralian ouncil ror Educa
tional Re earch. 0 8643 1 038 2. 

Video-based eclucationa.l ki t for stcpparents: viuco. leacler"s manual. \ tcpparent. ' handbooi... wal I 
charts. activi ty card~. genograms. The kil ffer, couple~ in stepparenting , ituation, encourag.c
men1. under~tamling and a lvice. 

Batten. Margaret ( 19 9). Year 12: t11dents' expectations and experiences (ACER Re. earch 
Monograph No.33). Hawthorn: Vic: Au: tralian Council ror Edu ational Re!-.ear h. 0 
6431 044 7. 

tudy of. !Ltdent. in f urtcen ictorian governmcm . chools. enrolled ei ther in a traditional Group 
I course or the STC cour e. It seems thut TC students were more posi tive about the benefits 
or their cour. e. 

heridan. Mary ( 19, 9). Frnm hirrli fn fil'e years. Hawthorn: Vic: ustralian Counci l 
ror Ec.lucational Research. 0 8643 1 042 0. 

A ER editi n r the succe. sful NFER- el:on title that is widely accepted a: the authoritative 

guide on the a.\sessmenl or young children. 

Lipman. Matthew ( 1989 . Lisa. Kio and Gus. Harry Srmrle111eier' s discol'ery. Lipmun. 
Mallhew and mith, Theresa ( 1989). Pixie. Hawthorn: Vic: ustralian ouncil for 
Educational R search. 0 8643 1 049 8. 046 3. 050 I , 04 7 I. 

A ER editions of four phi lo~ophy for children no el. fir: t publb,hed by First Moumain 

F undation. A. 

Wragg. J ffre ( 1989). Talk .1e11se w your. ell Hawth rn: ic: ustralian oun il for 

Educational Re earch O 86431 037 4. 

Focuses on self-control and clJ"-n1anagcmcnt ski lls for chi ldren and 11dole ·cent~ experienc ing 
conduet problem~. poor concentration and hypern ti it y. A . et of pra ti al ' hands on· programs 
to be used in ·chools or cl inical selling ·. 

M Gaw, Barry. Long, Mi hael G., Morgan. George. and Ro. ier. MaJcolm J. ( 1989 . 
Lireracy and 11w11eracy i11 \/i<·10ria11 schools: 19 8 ( CER Research Monograph 

o.34). Hawthorn: Vic: ustralian ouncil for Educational Research. 0 6431 055 2. 

Report wh ich provide. current evidence about the le el oi'l iteracy and numera y. of Year 5 
and Year 9 srndents. in Victorian . chool.. tudy hark. back to the 197:: and 1980 performance 
levels of similar group · of Victorian ·tucl m ·. 

-
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Bowler. Peter ( 1989). Your child from one ro 1e11. Hawthorn: Vic: u tralian Coun ii 
for Educational Re earch. 0 86431 03-+ 

Loi fcommonsen ·e detail on hildren·s de elopme111 -ph_ sically. :ocially.cduca1iona lly. The 

book offer bright readable infonnmion t parent . teacher . health professionab. students. 

L kan. Jan & M Kenzie. Phillip ( 19 9). Teacherapprai al ( u ·tra li an Edu ation Review 
o.28). Hawthorn: Vic: u: tralian Council for Educational Re:earch. 0 8 4310455. 

Founcen leading author. write on 1he lively topic or teacher apprai. al. Opinions are di ided. 

though. n whether fonnal ~ hemcs for tea her appraisal ~hou ld be introduced in ur s hoob. -Te t 
Australian Co-opermii·e E111ry Program Serie U 

Candidate!-.' I nformalion Bulletin, Registration Form. Te. t B oklets 1-3. Written 
Expre. sion Test (6 omponent ). 

A11S1ralia11 Scholastic Aptitude Test Series Q 
andidates · ln fo1mation Bull tin: T st B kle ts QI. Q2: Writing Te t Booklet QI. 

Q2 (5 component ). 
Bond Unil'ersity Admis ion Test 

dmission Te t. n:wer Bo klet (Written Expre · ·ion), An ·wer heet. Supervisor. · 
Instructions (4 components). 

Co-operatil'e Scholarship Testing Program 
Candidate · Information Bulletin. Regi tration Form. Level I: Te t 1-4. Level 2: Te t 
1-4. Level 3: Te t 1-4 (14 componen ts). 

Departmen t of I ndu. tri al Re lati ons NS W ( 19 9). Work aspect preference cale (microcom
puter edi ti on). Hawthorn: Vic: Australian Counc il for Educational Re earch (6 
component). 

N W Basic Skills Testing Program 
Year 3: Magazine. Test Book let. Pra ti ce nswer Sheet. Year 6: Catalogue. 
Newspaper. Test Book let. Practi e An ·wer Sheet. Report Forms (10 component ). 

NSW Selecri, ·e and Agrirnltural High School Entrance Tests 
Te t Adm inistration Manual. Engli h Language Te. l. Mathematic. Te t, General 

bility Test. An wer Sheet (- component. ). 
Victorian Achiel'ement tudy 

Reading Te ts I R. 2 R: Writing Te:t I W I, I W2. I W3. I W4, 2W l. 2W2. 2W3. 2W4: 
Mathemat ics Te t · IM. 2M : Student Que ti onnaire ( 13 omponent ). -Periodicals 

ACER ell'sletter ( Editor: John King) 
o.63 (July 1988), o.64 (October 1988). No.65 (Apri l 1989). 

ustralian Ed11catio11 Index (Ed itor:: Julie Badger. El peth Mille r. Elizabeth Oley) 
Vol.31 o.2 (J une 1988), Vol. 3 1 o.3 ( eptember 198 ), Vol.3 1 Cumulation 
(December 1988), Vol.32 o. I Marc h 1989). 
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A11s1ra/ian .I oumal of Ed11ca1ion (Editor: i I Ii cent Poole) 
Yol.32 o.2 (August. 1988). Vol.32 o.3 Special Bicentennial Issue ( vember 19 8 , 
Yol.33 o.l ( pril 1989. 

Bihliographv of Ed11ca1ia11 These in Au.wralia ( 19 6) (Editor ·: Elizabeth Oley. Julie 
Badger) 

Psychological Tes, B11/le1i11 (Editor: Jo Jenkirn,on) 
Yol.l o. l (Ma 19 8). Vol. I o.2 (November 19 ). 

se1: research i11forma1io11 for 1eacf1ers (Editors: Llyn Richard . . Peter Jeffery) 
o.2 198 • o. l 19 9. -Other Publications 

ACER Annual Rep rt 19 7-8 
ACER urrent Project 19 - 9 
Catalogue of Psychologica l Te. l. 
Di. cipl ine Review of Teacher Education 111 Maths and cience (5 questionnaires) 
Parent Education Catalogue 

pe ial Education, Health and Community Service: Catalogue 
Y uth in Tran iti n: Calendar, 4 que. tionnaire. -Reprint 
Reprint. of 200 publication: (bo ks. test component. , catalogue etc) were publi. hed. -Right and Agreement 
Foreign right. to ACER title have been sold to: 

Edward Arno I I. UK ( Becomi11!{ Beller Pare11ts) 
Federal Publication ·. ingapore (Pare11ti11g Pu::le) 

on ulting P. ychologist Pres~. USA (Chi/ lre11· .1· Depres ion cale) 
FER- elson. UK (Neale Analysis of Reading Ability - Re,•ised) 

-
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Batten. M . ( 1989). Year 12: snule111s· expec1ario11s and e.\periences (A ER Research 
M nograph o. 33). Hawth 111. Vic.: A ER. 

Doig. B.A. ( 19 9). Links - A guide 10 111a1hs in children's literarure. M elbourne. Vic.: 
elson. 

Doig. B. . ( 1989). Young 11s1rn/ia Mmhs - Lerel Two: Blackli11e Masrers. Melbourne, Vic.: 
Nelson. 

Lokan. J .J. & McKenzie. P.A . (Ed: .) ( 1989). Teacher appraisal: Issues and approaches. 
ustralian Education Rev ie"' o.-8. Hawthorn. Vic.: ER. 

McGa . B., Long, M .G .. Morgan. G. & Rosier. M.J . ( 1989). Lirera('y and 111111,eracy in 
\ ·'iuoric111 .w·hools: 1988 (ACER Research Monograph o.J-1 ). Hawthorn. Vi .:A ER. 

Rowe. H .A.H. 19 ). Teaching 1hi11king and teaming skills (Curricu/11111 Issue o 15 ) 

Sydney: Catholic Education Office. (32pp). 
Rowe. H .. H. ( 1988). WA IS-R. Melbourne: Reaux. (67pp). 
Rowe. H .. H. ( 19 8). WISC-R. Melbourne: Reaux. (52pp). -Journal Article 
A inley. J. ( l 989). hanging aspec1s or postcompul -ory ·chooling. Unicorn , 15( I ). 3- 16. 
Ballen. M . ( 19 9) . Effec1 of trad itional and alternaLive courses on tudents in po tcom-

pulsory educati n. British Ed11calio11a/ Research Joumal. 15(3). 
Batten. M . ( 19 9). Teacher and pupil pen,pectives: the po iti ve aspect of Jassroom 

e periem:e. Scouish Educational Reriew. 21( I ). 
de Lemos. M . ( 1988). The ER Higher Tes ts ML-MQ (Second Edition) and PL-PQ: 1983 

arms and oncurrent Validity. Psychological Test 811/le1i11. l ( I ). 8-23. 
de Lema . . M . ( 1989). The Vineland Adaptive Behaviour ca le : Standard core djust-

ment !-. for Au trali an Children. Psychological Test 811/le1i11. 2( I). 3-15. 
Doig.B.A . ( 1989). Book Rev iews: Making the Mo t of20 Minutes. Prime Number, 4(3), 17. 
Doig. B.A. ( 1989). Book Rev iew!>: Boun e The Ball. Prime Number. -'(3). 17. 
Doig. B.A. ( 19 9). Terriar elect ion - access or proces,;? A11stralia11 Unil'er -ities' Re,·iell', 

32( I ) '25-27. 
Harrold. R. I. & McKenzie. P. . ( 1989). urriculum arrangements and resource allocation 

in secondary . chools. lmema1io11a/ J oumal of Ed11ca1io11al Ma11age111e111 . 3(3 ). 25-3 I . 
Jenkinson. J. Gow. L. ( 1989). Integration in Au trali a: A resea rch perspective.Ausmi/ia11 

J011mal nf Ed11ca1io11 . ( In pre ~). 
Jenkinson. J.C. ( 1989). Word recognition and the natureofreadingd ifficulty in children 

w ith intellectual disability: A review. ln1ematio11al Journal of Disabiliry. Del'e!
op111em a11d Ed11ca1io11 . 36. (In pre s). 

Jenkinson. J. ( 19, 9). The Wl C-R Performance cale f r hearing-impaired hildren: 
review. Psycltological Tes/ B11/le1i11, 2. 

Jenkin~on. J .. Stan le , G., & Smith. G. Differences in ~trategie for , ear hing letter arniys 
by retarded and nonretarded children. (Submitted). 

Masters. G.N. ( 1988). Jrem di. crim inat ion: When more is wore . .loumal rf Ed11ca1io11a/ 
M ('(ISl/re111el//, 24. 15-29. 
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Ma. ter:. G. . ( 19 ). Anch r 1e. t . sc re equating and x bia . 11srralia11 Joumal of 
Educa1io11. 32. r -43. 

Ma. ters. G. .. & Hill. P.W. ( 1988). Reforming lhe asse ·sment of tudent a hievem nt in 
the ·enior econ lary s hool. A11s1ralia11.!011rna/ of£d11cc11io11. 32. 274-2 6. 

Ma. ter. , G.N. ( 1988). The anal sis of partial credi t coring. Applied Mea.rnre111e111 i11 
Ed11ca1io11. 1, 279--97. 

Master., G. _ ( 19 ). Educational mea. urement: pro.-p cl ror re earch and innovation. 
Ausrrali 111 Ed11catio11al Re. earcher. 15 (-+). _J-3-1-. 

M Kenzie. P. . ' Harrold_ R.I. ( 1989). Toob for :chool elf- e aluation: Developments 
in Au:tralia. 111die.1 i11 Ed11rn1io1wl E\'(//11a1io11. t •. 3 1-45. 

Ro:ier, M .J. ( 19 ). cience achievement in icrorian school. in an int rnati nal and 
national selling. /ER 811/fe1i11. 60. 3-20. 

Ro. ier. M.J. ( 1988. ex difference: in science achievement. 11icom. U (4). 274-276. 
R sier. M .J. ( 19 ). l nternational compari on of . cien e achievement at the upper se on

dar le el. U11icorn, 1-1(2). I l_- 117. 

Rowe. H .. H. 19 8). Metacognitive ski ll s: Promise and problems.A11sira!ia11.!011rna/ 
rd' Reading. 11(4). 227-237. 

Rowe, H .. H. ( 19 9). The l a hing f critical thinking: s umpti n .aim. proce e and 
implication ·. CA . 8(2). 2-10. 

Rowe, H .. H. ( 1989). Teach learn ing strategie~. se1. L Item 1-1-. 
Sheret. M . ( 198 · ). Equal it trend and comparisons fo r the education _-ystem of Papua ew 

Guinea. 111dies in Ed11ca1io11a/ Era/11a1io11. 14, 9 1- 112. 
plitrer. L. ( 198 ). On teaching hildr n to be better thinker. . 11icom. the Journal of 

the u. trali an oil ge or Education. 1-1( 1 ). 40-47. 
Splitter, L. ( 1988). Specie: and id ntit . Philosophy of Scie11c . 55(3). 323-348. 
Splitter, L. ( 1988). Dis u · ion: Ghi elin and Mayr on species. Biology and Philo:sophy. 3. 

46_-467. 
plitter, L. ( 19 ). guide to the logic in Harry Lottlemei r'\ di overy. 11aly1ica/ 

Teaching. 8(_ ). 7 1- 6. 
pliuer. L. (19 8). Philo oph for Children and Lhe Making of Meaning. 

Looking Towards _QOO: The Firs/ Years of Schon/ Co11fere11ce Proceedings, 86-10.>. 
Splitter, L. ( 1989). X-rated video: What'!. at ,;take. The811/le1in. ll0(565 1). 2 -29. 

plitter. L. ( 19 9). The sound reasoning of good thinking. The Age. January 17 reprinted 
in the 8111/elin of 1he !111ema1io11al Co1111ci/ for Philosophital Inquiry wi1h Children . 
4( 1 ). 10- 1 1. -Book Chapters 

Ma. rer. G . . ( 19 ). Partial credi t model. In J.P. Keeve · (Ed.). Ed11ca1io11al research 
111e1/1odology. meas11reme11r a11d em/11a1ion, (pp.29 -296 . Oxford: Pergamon Pre ·:. 

Ma. ters. G.N. ( 1988). P ych metric aspe t. of individual a e ·mcnt. In J.H. .L. de Jong 
& D.K. Steven on (Ed .), /11diriduali:i11g 1he assessmenl of language abilities. Mul
ticultural Marter.. 

-
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Ma. rer . . G . . ( 1988). ome i. sue. in const ructing and u. ing profile . . In . Reynolds & A. 
Wheatl ey (Ed .). Pro}t/e.1 and pro.f71ing: Issue~ and praclices in the recording of 
st11de11t uchie1·e111em. ( ational Curriculum Issues seri es. o.4.) Canberra: urriculum 
De el pmem entre. 

Mas1en,. G. . & Andrich. D. ( 1988). Rating sca le analy. i -. In J.P. Keeves. (Ed.) . Ed11ca
tio11al research 111ethodo/ogy. 111eas11reme111 and e\'ltl11ation. (pp.297- 02) Oxford: 
Pergamon Pres . 

Master . G. . ( 1988). Partial credi t model. In /11tematio11al encyclopedia of educario11 
research and studies (pp.569-574). upp lement umber I. Oxford: Pergamon Pre · . 

a. ter . G.N . ( 1989). Improving the assessment of clinical rea. oning. In J.1 . Balla. M. 
Gib~on& .M. hang.Lcarningin111edicalschool. Hong Kong ni ver ity Pre. , Hong 
Kong. 

Ro. ier. M.J. ( 19 9). International scien e cu rri ulum cmphasi at the junior secondary leve l. 
In Unesco. Recent de,•elopmems in i111egrmed science wor/d11•ide. Hong Kong: 
Internat ional Council of A ·ociations fo r Science Education (IC SE). (pp. I 05-123). 

Rowe. H. .H. ( 198 ). Toward ecologi all y valid merhods of intelligence as. es ment. ln 
Graham Davidson (Ed.) Erhnicity and coonitil'e assess111e111: Au.wralian perspectil'es. 
Darwi n, .T.: DIT Pres:. 

Tra ers. K.J .. Garden. R.A. & R ier. M. ( 1989). lntrodu tion to the LUdy. In D.F. 
Robitaill & R.A. Garden (Eds.), The !EA tudy of Mmhematics II: contexrs and 
ow comes of chool mathenwtic . 0 fo rd: Pergamon Pres . . (pp.1-16). 

Williams. T.H. ( 19 9). How will you identify the quality achievement ? In P. Hughe. 
G. Fo ter (Eds.). The challenge of ide111ifving and marketing quality in ec/11catio11 . Li
·aro . N W:A hton Scholastic. 

Withers. G.P. (l 988). The languag of profiling. In .L. Reynolds and A. Wheatley (ed . . ). 
Profiles and profiling - issues and practices in the recording of student ac/1iel'eme11t. 
( ational Curricu lum ls:ues erie. , o. 4). (pp.24-28). Canberra: Curriculum Devel
opment Council. -Tests 

de Lemos. M. 1989). D(1fere111ial Apti111de Te. ts ( Forms \' & W) : 11srralia11 Ma1111al . 
Sydney: The P ·ychological orporation in association with ER. 

Morgan, G. 'McCurry, D. 19 9). 11 rralian cholastic ptit11de Test : Series R. Hawthorn . 
Vic.: A ER. 

H Tests: I English Language: 2 Mathematic : 3 General Ability: Tes1 dmini stration 
Manual. 

Periodical 
Doig. B .. ( 19 9). mart Math . GIFT. 7. 
Doig, B. . (Series Ed.). ( 1989). Cl FT. 5-7. 
Jenkin:on. J. (Ed.). ( 19 8. ovember). Psychologirnl Test 8111/etin . vol. I. no.2. 
Jenkinson. J. (Ed .). ( 1989. May) . Psychotoi ical Test Bulletin . vol.2. no. I. 
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-Conference Papers 
inley, J. and Bourke. . ( I 98c'). Qua/i1y of /if<' in primary schools. Pap r pre:-.ented 10 the 

nnual Conference of the u ·tralian :, · ciati n ror Re. earch in Education. m1idale. 
W. 

Ballen. M. ( 19 8, ugw.,t). S111de111 perceplions of !heir y<'ar 12 co1ir es. Paper presented t 
th Annual C nference of the British Educational Re. earch Association. orwich. 
England. 

de Lemo . . M. ( 1988. Augu. t- ptemb rJ. £./feels <4°l'e!a1ir<'age 11•ithi11 grade: !111plicatio11s 
}<Jr the use of age-hased norms for group tc.11s <!(general ahili1y. Paper presented 10 

S mposium on Q11es1imwhleAs.1w11p1ions in Tes/ Co11s1n1c1io11. IV International 
Congres:, of P:,ycholog . Sydney. 

de L emo • M . ( 1988, August- eptcmber). /111e/lige11ce and season of hinh: An a/1emati1·e 
hypo1hesi . Paper pre ented at the XXIV International ongre. s or p._ychology. 

ydn y. 
de Lemo . M. ( 198 . August-September). The A11s1ra/ia11 resw11dardi a1io11 of 1he Sw11dard 

Progrcssi,•e Matrices. Paper pre ·cnted to S mpo:ium n Rece111 Research 011 Ra1·e11·s 
Progressi1•e Mm rice at the CER Seminar on Intelligence, Melbourne and the X IV 
International ongress of P:ychology. ydney. 

Doig. B.A . ( 19 9. July). Co111p111er adaptit'e tes1i11g . Paper pre ·ented at the MatJ1emati ~ 

Education Re earch Group or Australasia Annual onference. Bathur. t. W. 
Doig. B. . ( 19 9. eptember). Co111p111cr-ha. ed m, ess111c111. Paper presemed at the Austra

lian Computers in Education Conference. Canb mt. 
D ig, B .A. ( 1989. eptember). /1 1hi11ks. 1hercfore ii is: compuler udapti,·e testing . Paper 

presented at LaTrobe nivers ity Mathematic. Education Cemre sem inar. Melbourne. 
Doig. B.A. ( 19 9. eptember). New \, uy.~ ji,r Old Thi11g.1. eminar paper presemcd to the 

E sendon Di trict Kindergarten sociation. Melbourne. 
Doig, B. . ( 1989. September). Re11ewi11g Old cq11ainta11ces. Seminar paper presented at 

Benalla and Di trict Teachers· Jn-service da . Benalla. Vic. 
Izard. J .F. ( 19 8. September). De,·elop111e111 of research skill 10 i111pro1•e sc/wol:fiicussed 

research. Keynote addres. at the econd Annua l onference of the Edu ati nal 
Research A~sociati n. ingapore. 

Lokan. J .J. ( I 988. Augw,t ). £.rplora1io11s of Holland's 1heory in A1wralia 11'ilh adap1a1io11.1 
of the elFDirected Seaffh and 1he \locmia110/ Preference /111•e111ory. Paper 
pre. ented at the X IV Imernational Congress of Psychology, ydney. 

Lokan. J.J . ( 19 8. Augu:t). H 1ra/iu11 tests 11( a model of persu11a/ity i11\'fJ/l'i11g needs, 
\'CIIHes, and i11teres1s. Paper presented at the IV International Congre. s of P. ychol-
ogy. ydney. 

Lokan.J .J . ( I 9 9. pril ). The AHslraliw1 co11trih111io11 to 1!,e Wor.£. !111por1a11ce ·111 ly. Paper 
pre ·ented to the ninth international meeting of the Work Importance Study group. 
Li bon. 

Lokan. J .J . ( 19 9, Apri l ). \ 'a!Hes u11d role salience across faur co11111ries. Paper pre. ented 
to the ninth international meeting or the Work Importance tudy group. L i. bon. 

-
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Lokan. J.J. ( 1989). Explorati ons of Hollan<.!'\ theory in Australia wi th adaptation of the 
Self-Directed earch and the Vocational Preference Inven tory. In Proceecli11gs <!(the 
XXI\ · 1111ematimwl C,111gn•s.\ of P1ycho!ogy Cmference (Di vi~ion or Indu trial and 
Organi ational Psychology). m:..tcrdam: Ebevier Science Publi~hen,. (In pres~) 

Lokan. J.J . ( 1988. December). I ncorporaring co111pwer-assi wed career guidance systems 
into cw11p11s s111de111 .1er1·ices: B('11c/i·1.1 am/ cautions. Workshop ses. ion presented 
(twice) al the ational As..,ocia1ionol"Graduate Careers dvi~en,Annual onference. 
Ro\eworthy ( outh w,tra li a). 

Mast.er\ . G.N. ( 1988. cptembcr). U:,i11g co11111w11 us.1C'.1.111u•n1 rasb i11 tertim)' selec1ion: 
. mne issues. In vi ted paper. Joinl Meeting or The Victorian Vice Chancellors' Commit
tee on election and the ictorian College of Principal, · Working party on Selecti on. 
Melbourne_ 

Mast n,. G. . ( 1988. eptember). Towarc/.1 u new «e11eration ofeducatin11a/ 1es1s. Paper 
presented at invitational seminurof the Victorian Late Board of'Ed ucation. Melbourne . 

Master:.. G.N. ( 1988. December). lmprm·ing 1/Je ass<•ssment <J(c/i11ica/ reasoning. Invited 
paper presented at Medical Education ymposium. Uni ve r ·ity of Hong Kong. Hong 
Kong. 

Master . G. . ( 1989. March). Tltr Rasclt Model and the/itfure . In vi ted address to Rasch 
Special Inte res t Group Bu ine~s Meeting. un Franci ·co. 

Master~. G.N. ( 1989. March). Monitoring Slall{/anl:. i11 ed1u·arir>11: Issues and oprions. 
In vi ted addre~1, to public eminar on Monitoring Standard~ in Education. Curriculum 
Directorate. Perth. 

Masters. G. . ( 1989. May) . Tec/Jnicol Aspects oJTrsting and As essmem. Invited addre. 
at the ational Testing and A ·se ·ment eminar. Bri. bane. 

Ma. Lers, G .. ( 1989. July ).T/re p/oce ,f s111de111 assessment in el'Cll11atin11. Evalua1ion 
eminar organised by the Di vis ion of Further Educalion. Victorian Ministry of Educa

ti on. Hepburn prines. Vic. 
Masters. G .. ( 1989, July). Measuring co11cep1ua/ u11dersta11di11,~ in physics. Paper 

pre~ented al Annual Conf'erence or the ustralian Science Teacher · As ·ociation, 
Monash ni versi ly. Melbourne. 

McKenzie. P. . ( 1988, December). Secondary sc/roo/ :,i::e. operating costs and curric11/11111 
stm cr11re. ustralian :-.sociation for Research in Educat ion. Armidale, SW. 

Rosier, M.J . ( 1988. July). International co111pe1riso11s of science curricula. Paper pre. ented 
al the ne co eminar on Integrated cicnce Education. Canberra. 

Rosier. M .J. ( 1988. July ). Re/a1io11.1hips between rnrrirnla and achiel'e111en1 in Ausrralia. 
Paper pre ·ented al the Uncsco Seminar on Integrated Science Education. anberra. 

Rosier. M.J . ( 1988. July). So111e sex d(flere11ces for )111stralia11 14 -year-old students. Paper 
presented at the Annua l Meeting of the Australian cience Education Re earch Asso
ciation. Sydney. 

Rosier. M.J. ( 1988. July). r11den1s· ,·iews of learning science in A11stralia . Paper presented 
al 1he Annual on lerence of the u tralian Science Teacher. As. ociation. Canberra. 

Rowe. H.A.H . t 1988. August). Using a good 111i11d 11 •e/l. Pa1 er pre~ented at the XXIV 
lnternalional Congrc~s or Psychology, ydney. SW. 
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Rowe. H. .H. ( 1989. Mar h l. Creariril_r. Ke) note add re<;. to the Fir!>I u!'.>lralian Knowl
edge Engineering Program. 1-i-15 March. oah·!'.> Hotel. Melbourne. 

Ro e. H.A.I I. ( 1989. April). Hml' rn11 we defl'<'t rhin/...i11g and teaming pmces.,e, in 011r 
.,r,u/ems?Papcrprcscntcd at the SU RI EResearch eminarheldat ethodist Ladie•,' 

ol lege. Melbourne. 
Rowe. H.A.H. ( 1989. June). realiriry and arti{icial i111el/ige11ce (AIJ. Pai er presented at 

a olloquium or the Divi ion or Computing and Mathemati s, Deakin niversit) . 
• here I. M .. Foreman. J .. & Ainle). J. ( 1988 ). Sc/tool and hac/...gro1111d i1~f711e11ce.1 on 1·ftu/(1111s · 

ed11rn1io11<1/ plans . Paper presented to the Annual Conferen e of the ustralian 
As ociation for Research in Educa1ion. rmidale. W. 

mith. G. & Jenkinson, J. ( 1988). A co111pari.1·t111 o{ rhe pe1fon11a11ce 11{ rewrded und 
110111·e1arded cltildre11 011 tlte o/011red Pro~re.1.1i1•e Matrices Test. Paper presented to the 

ER Seminar on Intelligence. Melbourne. 
Splitter. L. (June. 1988). Philosoplty and rite c1cc1uisirion of meaning. Paper presented LO 

the ymp sium on Philo. ophy. Reading and the Development of Critical Thinking. 
Maring.a. Bra7il. 

plitter, L. (August. 198 ). The 0111111111,ity of inquiry and 1hi11ki11~ ahout rltin/...i11g . Paper 
presented at th ACER onrerence on Jntelligence. Melbourne. 

plitter, L. ( o ember. 1988). Philosophy a., u parudigm vf rite 111eraco~11irii·e. CER. 
Melbourne. 

Sturman. A. ( 1988. December). 1rncr11ral coupling and rite currirn/11111. Paper presented 
at the onl'erence of the ustral ian ,sociation ror Re earch in Edu at ion. niversity 
r Ne nglancl. Armidale. W. 

William:-., T H. ( 198 . eptember). Sn, lying e /11rn1io11-work rru11siriom a11w11g A11.1rrnlia11 
your It. Paper pre ·cnted to the X IV International Congre:-.. of P~ych I gy. ydney. 

William:-. TH. ( 198 . eptembcr). Edurnrion. e111ploy111e111 and q111/ity of life. Paper pre-
sented to the IV International ongre <; or Psycho! gy. Sydn -Unpublished Papers and Publications of Limited Circulation 

in Icy. J. & Bourke. . ( 1989). r11de11r rie}1·s o{primary school in~. Hawthorn. Vic.: A ER 
(mimeo). 

inley. J.. heret. M .. 
( tudy of enior 
A ER (mimeo). 

Foreman. J. t 19 9). Teacher:, and .1e11ior .1ecrn1dary scltooli11g. 
econdary chooling Working Paper umber 3). Hawthorn. Vic.: 

Ainley. J .. Sheret. M .. & Foreman. J. ( l 989).Sr11dem1 in year I I : School life and rnrrirn/11111. 
( tud r eni r econdar Sch oling Working Paper umber -1-J. Ha~ thorn. Vic. : 
A ER (mimeo). 

Ainley. J.. Sheret. M .. & Foreman. J. ( 1989). Differences hefl1·een high schools in rlteir 
i1!f111ence 011 sr11de11rs ro sray heyo11d rite 111ini11111111 lea,·i11g a~e. Hawthorn. ic.: CER 
(m imeo). 

de L mos. M. ( 1988. Jui ). Chec/...11or111ing of flt<' \'i11elc111d Adaplire Behariour Scale: 
Ourfi11e cl{ pniiecr and some preliminary re.mfrs. Paper pre:-.ented at Workshop on 

sage of Adaptive Behaviour cale. for . ses ment of Intellectual I Disabled tudents 
conducted by the Mornington chool upp n cmre. Mornington. Vic. 
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de Lemos. M. ( 1989. June). The 11s1ralia11 dapra1io11 of rhe Fourth Edi1io11 of 1he 
S1wford-Bi11e1 l111e/lige11ce cale: Outline of changes made for the adapra1io11 and 
preli111i11ary res11/1s ofA11s1ralia11 trial 1est progru111 . Paper pre ·en led at Work ·hop · 
on the Stanford-Binet lntell igence cale conducted by the Ringwood School Support 
Centre. Blackburn and the Bayside Scho I Support Centre. M orabbin. 

Izard. J .F. & Master . G. . ( I 989. Ma ). COPQ E.rami11atio11s Co11s11/ta11cy: /11terim 
Reprm. Hawthorn. Vic.: ACER. 

Jones. W. ( 19 8). pecial programs in higher ed11catio11:The roleofhridgi11g.s11pple111e11-
tary a11d .speciul e11try schemes. Hawthorn. V ic.:ACER 

Long_ M .G .. Payne. H.A. & Ro. ier. MJ. ( I 989). S11111111ary starisrics for rl,e Populario11s 
3 a11d J resr., a11d q11es1irm11aires for 1he ecollll !11rematio11al cie11ce Sllldy in 

11s1ralia. ( I S(A 11stralia) Report eriesNumher8). I lawthorn. Vic. : ACER (mimeo). 
Long. I.G. & Ro ·ier. M.J. ( I 989). Li1eracy and 1111111eracy in \1ic1oria11 clwols: 19< 8. 

Technical report. Hawthorn. Vic.: ACER (mimt:o). 
Morgan. G. & McCurry. D. ( 1989). Report 011 1he / 987 A11stralia11 Scholastic Ap1i111de 

Tes/ ( S T eries P). Hawth rn. Vic.: CER. (mimeo.) 
Morgan. G. & McCu1Ty. D. ( I 989). Preliminary iuforma1io11 on the 1988 A11.wrali<.J11 

Schola.wic Apti111de Te. 1 (AS T Series Q). Hawthorn. Vic.: ACER. mimeo.) 
McKenzie. P.A. ( I 9 9. March). Reformi11g 1eac/1er.1 · career s1ruC111res. What is desirable? 

~ hu1 is possible.1 lnvited addre · to the Annual G neral Meeting of the Victorian 
Institute of Educational Research. Melbourne. 

Payne. H.A. & Ro. ier. M.J. ( I 988). S11mmary sratis1ics for the Population I test and 
q11es1ion11aires for the Secrmd International Science 111dy in A11s1ra/ia. (SIS. (A11S1ra-
lia) Repon erie 11mber 6). Hawthorn. Vic.: ACER (m imeo). 

Payne. H.A. Rosier. M.J. ( I 98 ). Summary staris1ics for the Pop11/atio11 2 rests and 
questionnaires for !he Second lmenwtirmal Science Study i11 A11s1ralia. (SISS (A ustra
lia) Report Series umber 7). Hawthorn. Vic.: ACER (mimeo). 

Ro. ier. M.J. ( I 9 ). Tests and q11e tionnaire for the econd /11tema1ional cie11ce 111dy 
in 11srralia. (SI . ( 11srralia) Report • eries 11mher 2). Hawthorn, Vic.: ER 
(mime ). 

Rosier. M.J. ( I 989). a111p/i11g and ad111i11is1ratio11 for the Seco11d lnternatirmal cie11ce 
t11dy in Auslralia. ( SISS ( A11s1ra/ia J Report Series 11111her 3 ). Hawthorn, Vi .: CER 

(mimeo). 
Ro:-.ier. M.J. ( 1988). Codehooks for the st11de111. teacher. clwol and rating da/0 Jiles for 

!he Second lmemalionul cience St11dy in A11s1ra/ia. (SIS (A 11.1·1ralia) Reporl Series 
11mher .J ). Hawthorn. Vic.: A ER (mimeo). 

Ro ier. M.J. ( 1988). t11de111. teacher c111d school background 1•ariablesfor the Second 
/111ematirmal Science Study in A11s1ralia. (SIS (f\ 11.wralia) Repon Serie Nwnber5J. 
I lawthorn. Vic.: ACER (mimeo). 

Sheret. M .. Foreman. J .. and inley, J . ( 1988). chool a11d hackgro11llll infl11e11ces on 
students' ed11ca1io11al plans. (Study of enior cconclury chooling Working Paper 

umber 1). Hawthorn. ic.: ACER (mimeo). 
plitter. L. ( 19 ). Education and Thinking: The crucial connection. Addre s given on 

the Australian Broadcasting Corporation' Ockhani"s Recor, and distributed to mem
ber or the Victorian As ciation or Social Studiel> Teacher . 
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Income and Expenditure 

ACER 's res arch and development program and trading grew ·ubstantially in 

19 8-89 producing a 44 per cent growth in income a .. hown in Table 1. Contract 

income rose by 17 per nt rrom ju ·t over 0.6m to more than I .7m. Income rrom 

th sale of · rvice ro e by 6 per c nt from under ·0.6111 Lo almo I l .Om. Trading 

turno er e ceedcd 3.0m f'o r the first rime and yield d a gross profit of almost 

l .6111. after deducting the costs of printing or purcha ·e or good · ·old. up by 17 per 

cent on the 1987-88 level of 1.3 7111. 

The J 988-89 core grant provided by th Commonwealth. all Late and the Northern 

Territory government wa frozen at the 1987-88 level. Since this deci ion was 

not final i ed uni i I Octob r J 98c . a major revi ion of Lh budget wa. nece. sary rour 

month into the rinancial year. Cut: were achieved by abandoning one re. earch 

project and sever ly redu ing another. both of wfoch were to be funded from 

the core grant, and redeploying . raff on contract project. btai ned at that rime. ven 

wi th these cuts, ore project. over pent the core grant as Table I ·how· and ·o the 

tatement for Year Ended 30June 

Income 
Core Re:earch and Developmen1 Gran! 
Research and Development Con1rac1. 

ervi e Projects 
Trad ing Gro. s Profit 
Other Income 

Total 

Ex1>encliture 
Core Re earch and De e lopment Program 
Re earch and Development Contract~ 
Servi e:-. & Marketing 
Trading 
E tra Provi ion for Annual Leave 
E ·tra Pro i i n for L ng Ser ice Leave 
OLher OSI!> 

To1al 

Operating urplu 
Provi. ion for Accommoda1ion 

Funds clclecl to Re erve 

I 143 7 
623 462 
·70 473 

I 367 552 
45 350 

3750618 

I 09-i 553 
617 87 1 

I 069 3_1 
7 -1-68 
14 136 
49 _69 

9 132 

3 732 750 

17 868 
0 

1.7 868 

I I 14 l.~6 
I 7 I 030 

961 l-1-7 
l 594 328 

0 

5 -1-00 661 

J 130 493 
I 592 3-1-7 
I -1-70 862 
I 07 690 

() 

0 
0 

5 272 392 
!_8 _69 
120 OOO 

8 _69 

-
Financial Report 

Bu.1i11e,., Mww~er 
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core grant pro ided no contribution to ACER ·s a commodation provision. F r 

1989-90. the Australian Education Coun ii wi ll revert to the establi. hed fomrnla 

for the grant under which it rises in line with academic .'alarie . 

In 1987-88. the oper::iting urplus was only · 17 868 and that allowed no allo at ion 

to the Building Fund. If it had not been necessm·y to . et a -idc 14 136 a - an extra 

pro i ·ion for annual leav and $49 269 as an extra provision for long ·er ice leave, 

the operating surplus in that year would have been 81 273. sufficient to have 

·upp rted an ·11 location for accommodation need:. 

ln 1988-89. an op rating ·urplu · of $ 128 269 wa achieved. While chi i a 

considerable improvement on recent year'. it is 4uite modest, repre en ting only 

2.3 per cent of the total income of $5 400 661. There i · a need to improve further 

on this level of operating "Urplus in future years, both to make a reali ·tic provision 

for accommodation and to rebuild ACER · ea h reser e. which have been depleted 

b the sub tantial inve tment in computer e4uiprnent in the last four years. The 

1988-89 operating surplu · did allow an allocalion of 120 OOO to the Building Fund. 

ACER· accommodation has been provided ror a number of year at effe Li vely 

no annual cost becau:e ACER own · it. building wilhout debt. The building i · 

however. now in poor condition and is increa ingly inadequate in . ize. If ACER 

were in rented prem i e .. the annual co. t of rent would e ceed $400 OOO. The 

Council now plan. that ACER will rebuild. The go ernments that contribute to 

A ER· core grant have agreed to provide . 700 OOO toward - Lhat ac ommodation. 

The fund that ACER wi ll need to borrow wi ll require annual repayments in exce 

of ~200 000. Although thi . i. clearly I . . than Lhc co t of rental of new . pace. it 

will make a ignjficant new demand on ACER· annual income and exp nditure. 

Fund .. et aside in the Building Fund to date will help. The evidence in the 198 -89 

financial report of a growing capa ity to free the fund required to provide 

adequately for accommodation is an important additional ncouragement. 

Th relative contributions from the variou. sourc of income are hown in Figure 

4. The core grant declined from 33 to 2 1 per cent of the total whi le contract income 

rose from 17 to 32 per ent. 
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Fig. 4: Relative Contributions to A ER Income for Variou . ource. 

Other 

2% 

1987-88 

Trading 

36% 

15% 

Table 2: Contribution to ACER Core Grant 

Source 

Commonwealth 

ew outh Wale. 

Viet ria 

Queensland 

We tern Australia 

South Au. tralia 

Ta ·mania 

Northern Territory 

Total 

562 750 

199 65 

151 599 

4 5 12 

53 847 

52 4 

19 6 17 

743 

143 7 I 

1988-89 

554 78 1 

196 11 5 

14 7 3 

90 762 

50 097 

52 75 

15 867 

4 993 

I 114 156 

OTE:The towlamountof 1143781 in 19 7-88con i,1ccl of I 11 378 1 prO\ided a, the ha,i Core Grun1. 
half from 1he ommonweal1h Governmem and 1hc 01her half from the other government, in proportion 
to their population,. and 30 OOO a~ u grant for comput.:r equipment provided in equa l pan, of $3 TO 
by each of the eight government~. 

The contribution to the annual ore grant for 1987-88 and 1988-89 are . hown in 

Table 2. The Commonwealth government provide · 50 per cent f 1he gran t and 

the State and the 01them Territory provide the other 50 percent, each contributing 

in pr portion to ii · population. The . ourc of contract in ome a re shown in Table 

3. The large t ·ource · of contract projects are the Commonwealth and New South 

Wale government · fro m both of which there w re 'ev ral uch project. 

-
Trading 

29% 

18% 
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Table 3: ource of Income for Contract Re earch and Development 

our e 

Australian Education Council 

Australian Research Council 

Commonwealth Curriculum Development Centre 

Commonwealth Department of Education 

Commonwealth Te11iary Education Commi ·ion 

ew South Wale D parrment of Education 

Tclematic Tru t Fund 

Victorian Ministr of Education 

Other 

Total 

1987-8 

42 014 

9 683 

57 837 

_] 1 434 

43 OOO 

122 705 

7 479 

59 OOO 

70 310 

623 462 

t 988- 9 

0 

23 200 

35 027 

736 549 

5 OOO 

597 891 

42 521 

148 164 

142 678 

t 731 030 

The long-term trend in in ome fr m the variou · ource i. hown in Figure 5. 

The le fr-hand graph in that figure how the trend in actual dollar . [t how the core 

grant ri ing in line with academic alarie. until 19 8-89 when it wa frozen at the 

1987- 8 level. Contract income d clined over the fir. t half of the decade and ha 

risen ince from 0.38m in 1984--85 to 1.73111 in 1988-89. Service income has 

ri en con. istently through the whole decade. Trading gro profit ha been more 

variable. growing from 0.9m in 1979-80 to $1.1 m in 198 t -82 and then varying 

up and down from that level until 19 6-87 when it mov d to t .4m and then on to 

l.6111 by 19 -89. 

The right-hand graph in Figure 5 pre ent the ame long-term trend, but in constant 

( 1989) dot tar . Thi graph make clear that over mo ·t of the decade th total income 

imply remained con tant. the growth in acrual dollar only holding pace with 

inflation. The core grant ha. declined over recent year · in con tant dollar becau e 

it ha ri en in line with academic . alarie which have risen more slowly than 

inflation. Contract income, which declined in actual dollar · over the first half of 

the decade. declined even more markedly in con tant dollar · and roe by 19 7-

8 back to the level of l 979-80. The fact that there has been real growth to the 19 

89 level i vident from the graph. Trading gro. profit ha declined tightly in 

real term. over the decade. Ser ice income ha ri en con i tently in real te1m . 
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Fig. 5: Trend in Income by Source from 1979-80 to 1988-89 
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Th balance heet at 30 Ju11e 1988 and 30 June 1989 are hown in Table 4. The 

Building Fund has ri en by 334 540 through the receipt of 223 540 as the rirst 

government contribution: toward: th improvement or ACER· accommodation 

a11d the allocation or 120 OOO from ACER 's 198889 operating urplu , le 9 OOO 

expenditure for the year. 

Ca h at Bank is 294 703 higher, but after a llowing for the Building Fund. the 

differen e i only 80 163. Thi relati el low level i · evidence or the need 10 

rebuild ACER' , ea h re erve following the recent period of investment in 

computing equipment. 

Sundry debtors. undry credi tor. ·md : tock are al l higher than la ·t year a. a 

con equence of the higher lev I of trad ing and general activity in 19 8-89. 

-



- Table 4: Balance heet at 30 June 

ccumulated Fund and Re er e 
Accumulated Fund · 
Scientific Research Fund 
Other Fund. 
A~set Reva luation Reserve 
Building Fund 

Represented by -
Fixed Assets 

Freehold Premi e 
Furniture and Equipment 
Library 
Computer 
Motor Vehicle 

Cun-ent A et 
Ca h on Hand 
Ca hat Bank 
Sundry Debtors 
Short Term Depo. it 
Stock 

Total A sets 

Current Liabilitie 
undr Creditor5 
mount Received in Advance 

Provi ·ion for Annual Leave 
Provi ' ion for Long Service Leave 
Provi ion for Supplementary Superannuation 

Deferred Liabilitie 
Pro i. ion for Long Service Leave 

Total Liabilitie. 

ACER A111111a/ Rep<ll'I /9 8- 9 

1988 1989 

436 475 
45 0 2 
20 9 8 

I 251 872 
153 OOO 

I 907 4 17 

l 7l2 923 
60 OOO 
20 OOO 

226 356 
l l 570 

2 030 49 

500 
9 664 

4 1 398 
0 

472 OOO 

I 043 562 

3 074 411 

343 729 
351 183 
176 OOO 
24 10 

10 OOO 

l 129 020 

37 974 

166 994 

l 907 417 

456 64 
33 17 
20 184 

l 25 1 872 
4 7 540 

2 249 422 

1 704 923 
91 603 
20 OOO 

226 520 
22 136 

2 065 J 2 

500 
384 367 
797 268 

0 
-76 904 

I 759 039 

3 824 221 

33 107 
2167-1-1 
197 339 
2 5 350 

lO OOO 

1 542 537 

32 262 

I 574 799 

2 249 422 
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- The fir. t Institute. of Educational Research were e, tabl i heel in 1930 with the 

objectives of promoting the cause of research in education. conducting program 

Report from the Institutes of or educational re. earch. and cooperat ing with the Au tralian 

Educational Research Counci l f r Educational Research. Each Institute send. a repre ·entative to 

the g verning body of the Australian Council f'or Educational Research. That 

representative participate: in meeting of the Council ·s variou · advisory commit

tee and the meeting of re pre ·entative. of all Institutes for Educational Re earch. 

Each year. the lnstitut s spon ·or programs of seminars. workshops, panel discu ·

sion . and lecture · on educational matters and i ·:ues of cuJTenl interest. Pre ently. 

there are In. titules in each Stale and the orthern Territory, and an autonomou 

bnmch or the ew South Wales Institute al NewcaslJe. Collecti ely, Lhe In Lirutes 

appear to be at their stronge ·t point for many year . Thi i reflected in the nature 

and level of their member ·hip . in the programs of ac tivitie · being ponsored. and 

in the variety of strategic being used to meet the needs of member . . The 

contemporary vi tal ity of the In titute can probably be be t illu !rated by example 

from each of the ·e area ·. 

Nature and Level of the Institutes' Memberships 
The Tnstitute. · member. hip form a constituency which i. remarkably diver. e, 

both geographically and professionally. That constituency range · from practising 

cla. room teacher in remote counuy locations toe ·perienced admini, trator. and 

practising re earcher in metropolitan tertiar_ institutions. The Institute. in Ta, ma

nia and South Australia. for example, hav ~igni ficant number of praeti ing 

teacher in their membership ·. On lhe other hand. the IJlstiluLes in New South Wales 

and We tern Australia have higher proportion of their member hip · actually 

engaged in educational re. earch, either at the beginning of their careers or with 

e. tabl i. hed national and international reputation . . The cuJTent financial member

. hip · of each of the rn. titute. are :hown below: 

SW Newca~tlc Victorirl Queen. land Western S0u1h Tn. mania onhern 
Branch Au Lralia Au tntlia Territo')' 

15..J. 37 94 63 105 40 140 7 1 
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Range of Activities and Programs Sponsored by the Institutes 
The Jn titute · pon ·or a wide range of activi1ie. and programs to cater for the 

need~. interests and proressional development of members, and to foster greater 

awarene ·s and understanding of re~earch methodology, re:earch practice and 

re ·earch finding in the wider educational comm unit . 

The traditi nal pattern of regular lecture meetings, for ample, ha been retained 

by a number of In titute . . including New South Wales. the Newcas1le Branch, 

Victoria and Tasmania. Special memorial lecture are al. o an annual feature or 

ome ln titutes· programs. Each year. the Queen land In titute pre ·ent · the J A 

Robin on Memorial Lecture, while the Victorian Jn titute host. both the Frank Tate 

and John m th Memorial Lectures. 

Re. earch forum . . work hop. and . eminar. in a vari ty of forms have become an 

in rea ingly important part of In ·Litute. · program · in recent year . Fre4ucnlly. 

the e extend o er one or two full day:. and are directed to the need. and intere~ts 

of particular groups. uch as po ·tgraduate student or cla · room teacher . The 

We. tern Au ·tralian ln:titute pion ered the concept of the re earch forum , wh ile the 

New South WaJe · and South Au ·tralian Institutes have had particular succes. 

with re earch work ·hop · and seminars. The Queensland lnstitute. on the other 

hand. ha. u. d lunch-time ~eminars to con. iderable effect. 

Prize. or award. for educational re~earch are offered each ear b . everal Institute~. 

as a mean · of stimulating imere ·t and invol emem in research pracrice. Both the 

orthem Tenitory and the ewcastle Branch offer prizes for educational 

re ·earch. while Lh Western Au traliun lnsti1U1e has four award for pm,lgraduate 

or continuing education ·tudent!:i. and an Early Career Award to encourage continu

ing contribution to educational re earch . 

Highlight of the programs offered by the lns1itute. in 19 8- 9 have included: 

• A confe rence on the integration of disabled student~ into the regular clas~room 

pon ored by the ew Soulh Wales In ·1itu1e. which atu·ac1ed 2_() pani ipants 

to a program of re 'earch report!>. w rkshop sc. sion. , and plenary addresse. 

pre ·ented at Macquarie Univer ·ity. 

-
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The presenLaLion or the inaugural ir Harold Wyndham Memorial LecLUre 

to the cw outh Wale. ln. titute by Professor Hugh Philp. who recorded Sir 

I-larolcr s rosLering of re earch and the use or it finding LO guide major policy 

decisions. 

• The continued cooperation of the Newca. tie Branch with other professional 

associaLiom, in Lhe Humer region in Lhe offering of joint program on topic or 

conLemporary and mutual interest. ln 1988-89. two of Lhe mo ·t ·ucce. ful 

programs focussed on learning disabilities and logo and problem . olving. 

• The presentation of the 55th Frank Tate Memorial Lecture to the Victorian 

Institute by Emeritus Profes or William Connell. on the topic ·Wyndham to 

Dawkin : hifting Values in Au tralian Education'. 

• The Queensland ln: titutc' 1988 JA Robinson Memorial Lecture. which wa<, 

pr sented by Dr Barr McGaw on the topic ·A.se sing Accountability in 

Education: Is There a em,ible Role for Testing?' 

• The 1988 WAIER R search Forum. which attracted 100 participams and 

included 40 individual presentatiom. The 1988 forum was the Lhird spon ·ored 

by the We tern Australian [n ·titule. 

• An experimental educational re:earch workshop. run specially for those 

unde11aking I o Lgraduate educational research by the South Au:tralian lnsti

LUte . The highly succe ·ful work ·hop provided pracLical advice about Lhe 'real 

world ' of research. and enabled the ·Lucien Ls 10 :hare their experience with 

each oLher and Lheir supervi or . 

• The esLabli. hmenL of a orthern Branch in Launce:Lon by Lhe Tasmanian 

lnstiLuLe. 

• The ho. ting of a one-day forum by Lhe Ta:manian In ·tituLe, to addre ·. the 

issue of ·Selling an Agenda for Educational Re. earch in Ta mania·. 

• The presenLation of the 19 8 TlER Research Workshop by the Northern 

Terri Lor lnstitule. which al ·o published the first version of it · handbook 

· A Guide to Small cale Research· in 1988. 

trategies Used by the Various Institute 
There i"> a general concern among In titute · lo provide benefit to all member . 

regard le s or their particular interesLs or geographic location. and to contribuLe 
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to a greater awarenes-, and understanding in the general community of the impor

ian e of educational research and its outcomes. The lmtitu1c1, arc al. o concerned 

that the breadth of interests represented in their memberships is recognised. and ach 

as :rn encouragement to member hip and participation. rather than a a deterrent. 

The :-.trategies used b) the lm,titutcs to provide scr ices 10 member. and the wider 

community are varied. but it i clear that in recent years In titutes have drawn 

increa ingly on each others· successful experience with particular programs and 

initiatives. The examples below are or particular un-ent interest: 

• the concept of research forums, initiated by the Western Australian 

Institute, has now been pursued by the orthern Ten-itory and Queensland 

ln titurcs. 

• re ·earch :eminar: and workshopi,. tailored I particular interci,t groups both 

with in and wi thout the member hips. are now offered by the Institutes in 

Western Australia. ew South Wale. , the ewca. tie Branch. Victoria and 

the Northern Territory. 

• the creation of speciali ·t interest groups within the Institutes has been revived. 

a · e idenced by the re-establi ·hment of the Primary Interest Group in 

Victoria. 

• a number ofln ·tilute. maintain ·ignif'icant publishing programs. such as tho ·c 

centred on journal . a in Victoria and Queensland. and on monographs and 

occasional papl:rS, as in New South Wale . . Ta mania and the Northern 

Territory. 

• the recording t f proceedings of meetings and c.:onf erences has been adopted by 

Institutes with ignificant proportions of country members. such as Western 

Au tralin and the Northern Te1Titory, a, a mean!-. of catering more ef'fecrively 

for the needs of those member . 

Conclu. ion 
While the institutes collectively arc currently cnjoying considerable vitality and 

viability, they are not complacent. and are conscious or the need to maintain that 

vitality and iability in the future. The institutes are unanimous in their resolve to 

en:ure this. and ~ee that the determinants of their future :-.ucce .. will be 

-



- • 

ACER A11111wl Repon /988-89 

commitl d and enthu ia tic executi e . who e member:hip repre enls a broad 

cros. -section of the educational community; 

• the deliver of programs and . ervice to m mbers or the In titute . . and to 

the general community. which are interesting, timely. relevant and meaning

ful: 

• a continued . trong a. sociation among the In. titure . o that the benefit of 

individual e periences and initiatives can be shared and replicated: and 

• a continued clo e and producti ea ociation with the Australian Council for 

Educational Re earch, through participation in meetings of the Council'. 

·tanding and advi ory commiLtee . . and through member hjp of the Council 

ibelf. and through the provi ion of advice on priorities and issues of concern 

in educational research. 

Richard Warr. 
Convener 

Repre:-.entatives or fn ·titutes of Educational Research 




