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Annual R e 1,ort of the Direetor 
Presented at the Annual Meeting of Council, 16 and 17 October, 1975• 

INTRODUCTION 

The activities et out in the fo llowing pages are varied, touch education 
at many different points, and should help teachers, administra tors, 
present and fu ture students, and parents in one way or another. Thus, 
to name but a few studies, the study of adolescents for the Poverty 
Commission should lead to better conditions in schools, helping both 
students and teachers; the materia ls prepared for parents to help them 
in car ing for infa nts should help many pa rents and in the process 
benefit many children; the tests prepared for the Item Bank should 
help teachers and students to better evaluate the ir performance; the 
study of the purposes of schooling in Australia should raise funda­
mental questions about organiza tion, curriculum, and outcomes of 
direct concern to a ll involved. 

There is a growing tendency to see the main criterion for the 
succe s of research into an educational ma tter as that its results will 
influence a decision, change an approach, or alter an outlook, either 
by themselves or in associatio n with what is already thought to be 
known. This criterion is sometimes pushed to the point where a 
project or a study is rejected because such outcomes are not clearly 
apparent. Education as we deal with it is a practical activity, and any 
well conducted research into any aspect of it ought to produce some 
knowledge to confi rm, to challenge, to deny, or to enlarge previous 
knowledge and therefore to influe nce practice in one way or another. 

Member of staff are na turally concerned that the outcomes of our 
projects should affect the education process, or the procedures for 
studying it, in an immediate and tangible way. 

The cha lle nge before us is therefore to have a program of work 
each pa rt of which is clearly re lated to important aspects of Austra lian 
education or to the improvement of procedures for studying them. 
The questions our studies ask must for the most part have answers 
which will affect action by one or more of those responsible for or 
affected by education: tests, or other devices, or materials or aids, 
that we prepare, must be helpful to students in one way or another 
even if this is indirectly through the use teachers or o thers make of 
them. 

There is a place for methodological studies, such as those reported 
under ex perimental and ana lytic studies, in such a program , provided 
tha t these throw light on matters where interpretation of results is 
crucial to the kind of action, or attitude, that may derive from the 
results. 

• In its publ ished form, the report has been abbreviated. 
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]n the light of these criteria I think it reasonable to claim that the 
year's activities have made a number of contributions to knowledge 
and practice. and that what is in train is li kely to produce more con­
tributions. Nonetheles , we can, I believe, do better, by a reappraisal 
of our priorities. of our time schedules, and of our modes of dis­
semination of re ult and of what we ee to be thei r s ignificance. 

SURVEYS 

ACER Primary and Secondary Sampling Frames 
M Rosier, K N Ro s 

The sample design thllhas been employed in most recent- ACER 
survey research i a two-stage probability sample . Schools a re selected 
at the fir t stage wi th a probability proportional to the number of 
their students in the target population. and at the second stage 
students are selected at random from these schools in clusters of 
constant size. 

The method has many advantages at the sampling, data collection, 
and analysis stages of a urvey, but requires a detailed sampling frame 
-a list of all schools with associated information on student enrol­
ments. 

Separate sampling frames for primary and secondary tudents have 
therefore recently been prepared. Each frame consi t of a basic set 
of 48 strata: 
• 8 state areas ( 6 states plus orthern Territory and ACT) 
• 3 systems (government. cathol ic systemic, and independent includ­

ing cathol ic non-systemic) 
• 2 locations ( metropolitan, non-metropolitan). 

Within each stratum the schools were grouped into va rious sub­
strata. For exa mple, government primary schools were grouped 
according to thei r Ed ucation Department size classifications. 

F or each school the crucial information required was the number 
of 10-year-old tu dents ( for the primary frame) and the number of 
14-year-old students (for the secondary frame). For some states we 
were also able to include data about grade enrolments and number 
of teachers. We a re indebted to education departments and other 
centres for supplying the necessary information. 

Since their completion. the frames have been used to draw several 
samples, notably the Austra lia-wide samples for the Australian Study 
of School P erformance, and samples for the New South Wales 
Primary Evaluation Program and the Victorian Basic Skills Testing 
P rogram. The aim in drawi ng the samples has been to involve the 
minimum number of schools and students, and minimum disruption 
of school programs concomitant with the degree of accuracy appro­
priate to the project. 
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IEA Science Studies 

Population n Follow-up 
M Rosier, K Ross 

The aim of the Population JI Follow-up Project is to investigate 
fac tors associated with career decisions of Australian 16-year-olds. 
The sa mple for the study is based on the IEA Population I[ ( 14-year­
o ld) sample measured in 1970 as part of the IEA Science Project, 
and followed up in 1972. 

Data from the 1970 and 1972 testing programs have now been 
organized on to a single file for computer analysis. The generation of 
composite variables has also been completed and the data entered on 
to the main longitudi nal file, ready for further analyses. 

The basic model is that the circumstantial factors of socio-educa­
tional level and sex have a di rect influence on the career decision 
criteria, and also an indirect influence through intervening factors. 
The e factors fa ll into five groups: family environment. school 
environment, peer environment. personal education and personal work. 

The analyses are designed to determine which are the important 
malleable factors within each of these five groups, and to estimate 
the relative importance of these fac tors. 

All the required frequency di tributions and cross tabulations have 
been completed, although some supplementa ry analyses may be 
required later. 

A number of multivariate analyses have been completed, including 
a study of characteristics of migrant students. Other multivariate 
analyses have been planned. but the final computer runs have been 
delayed pending the fina l draft of t he review of relevant r esearch and 
development of the theoretical framework. 

It is expected that the report of this study wil l be completed by the 
end of J 975. 

Population IV Follow-up 
J P Keeves, C W Slee 

In this s tudy it i planned also to ascertain rela tionships between 
achievement. educational aspirations and career choice . Computer 
file have been built in preparation for ana lysis when time is available. 

Specialization in Science at Secondary School (Population IV) 
J P Keeve . A D Read, C W Slee 

1t was clearly a mistake to have assumed that the IEA ( InternationaJ ) 
Data Processing Unit in Stockholm would have the time to undertake 
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tbe analysis of the IEA Population IV Science Specialist da ta. To­
wards the end of 1974 it became clear that the work would not be 
carried out in Stockholm and the team a t AC ER, with the limited 
funds available, embarked on the complex task of building, editing 
and cleaning files relating to the data. Before Jong the finance ava il­
able was seen to be inadequate and a reapplication was made to the 
Austra lian Advisory Committee on Research and D evelopment in 
Education (AAC RDE) for the funds originally sought to carry out 
this work. In February 1975 notification was received that additiona l 
finance would be ava ilable, but by then the staff working on the pro­
ject had taken on other commitments, and a request was made to the 
AAC RDE for further work on the project to be deferred until July I , 
J 975. Since that date the work of fil e building bas been proceed ing, 
but it will be some time before th is project can be sa tisfactorily 
completed. 

During the period of delay in J 974. it was decided to employ staff 
on the prepara tion of a paper which examined 'Sex Differences in 
Prepa ring for Scienti fic Occupa tions'. A vers ion of this paper was read 
a t the AN ZAAS Congr ess a t the Austra lian Nationa l University in 
Canberra-January 1975, and subsequently the report study was 
published in the IEA (Australia) Report series. 

In th is pa per we have shown the greater participa tion by women in 
the workforce and the increased proportion of women over J 5 years 
of age who are engaged in clerical, professional and sub-profes ional 
occupations which demand a higher level of education. This greater 
involvement in more highl y skilled occupations has been associated, 
at least in recent years, with greater partici pation in ed ucation. Data 
are not available to show whether or not across Australia an increas­
ing proportion of girls are undertaking scientific studies at school, 
but there is clear evidence that they are doing so at the university 
level. At the terminal secondary school stage a little less than half of 
the students in Australia a re bei ng educated in ingle sex sch ools. 
As a group, girls are given less opportunity to learn science and 
mathema tics than their ma le counte rpa rts. Consequently, the evidence 
of superior performance by male students in both mathematics and 
science and their expression of more favoura ble attitudes towards 
these subjects is consistent with both general experience and with their 
greater opportunity to study in these areas. Although there is evidence 
that women have in recent years entered scientific occupations in 
greater proportions than they did forty years ago, Australian women 
a re not involved to the same extent proportionally in these occupa­
tions as they were in the period following the drive for suffrage and 
for higher education which took place a t the end of last century and 
during the early years of this century. 

It is evident that in Austra lia there a re disparities between the sexes 
111 participation and performance in education, p articularly in the 
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a reas of science a nd mathematics which, in many cases, lead to more 
lucra tive occupations. While formal discrimi nation has la rgely been 
removed, a form of social discrimination still persists. P robably the 
lack of socia l acceptability of the study of science and ma thematics 
by girls inf1uences partici pation. interest a nd achievement in an 
in teractive way and i the mo t important factor preventing women 
from becoming e ngaged in scientific pursuits. 

Educational Achievement of Migrant Children 
M de Lemos 

This study wa designed to obtain information on the educa tiona l 
achievement of English speaking a nd non-English speaking migrant 
child ren as compa red wi th that of Australian children. 

Random samples of Australian children, English speaking migrant 
chi ldren and non-English speaking migrant children attendi ng M el­
bourne primary schools were tested on a series of school achievement, 
la nguage development and general ability measures. Jn add ition , 
info rmation was collected , principally th rough interviews with pa rents, 
on the home background of the chi ldren tested so that a study might 
also be made of the factors related to school achievement. 

The main findings of the study were reported brie f1 y in the 1973-
1974 report. T he fin al report of the study is ex pected to be complete 
by the end of September. It will comprise two main sections. The first 
section will dea l with the background to the study and the results of 
the testing program. The econd section will describe the results of 
the parent questionnaires a nd the interviews. 

The Language and Conceptual Abilities of Pre-school Children: 
follow-up study and survey of school readiness 
M de Lemos, P Larsen 

This is an ongoing longitud inal study investigating the relationship 
between la nguage a nd conceptual abilities at the pre-school level, 
readines for chooling. and school achievement at the end of the first 
and subsequent yea rs of schooling. 

It started in 1972 with the testing of a sample of 76 child ren 
attending pre-schools a nd day nurseries in the Camberwell and 
F itzroy/ Collingwood areas on a series of language, conceptual and 
general ability tests . These c hildren were fo llowed up in 1973 and 
1974 with school readines tests on entry to school and achievement 
tests at the end of their fi rst a nd second years of schooling. In add i­
t ion, the Piagetian tests administered a t the pre-school level were 
readministered in 1973 and 1974 in their first and second year s of 
schooling. T he achievement of these children will be tested again at 
the end of 1975. 
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The data on this sample of children wi ll therefore enable a n 
analysis to be made of the relationship between language a nd con­
ceptua l a bilitie as assessed at pre- chool and school entry levels and 
later school progress as assessed by school achievement measures. 
It will provide information on the reliability of early assessment of 
la nguage and conceptua l abili ties as indicators of later school progress, 
particularly progress in the acquisition of basic skills in number and 
reading. This information will be of particular significance in view of 
the current emphasi on screening at pre-school a nd school entry 
levels in order to identify children who are likely to have learning 
difficulties. At the present time there is little objective evidence on the 
reliability of early screening measures as predictors of later learning 
difficulties. and longitudinal studies such as th is are neces ary to 
provide the object ive data on which the val idity of early screening 
programs can be based. 

Jn addition to this sample, larger samples of children entering state 
primary schools in the Camberwell and Fitzroy/ Coll ingwood areas 
were tested in 1973 on entry to school and at the end of their first 
and second years of schooli ng on the same test ( chool readine s and 
school achievement) as those administered to the pre-school sample. 
These children will be tested aga in at the end of 1975 with school 
achievement tests. The data will be analysed to determine the relation­
ship between performance on the school readiness and school achieve­
ment te ts. Jt wi ll supplement the data from the pre-school fo llow-up 
study. and wi ll allow comparison to be made between the sch ool 
achievement of English spea king and non-English speaking children 
attending schools in high and low socio-economic areas. It will also 
enable some tudy to be made of other factor that migh t be related 
to school readiness and achievement, such as age of entry to sch ool 
a nd attendance o r non-attendance at a pre-school centre prior to entry 
to school. 

The 1975 sch ool achievement testing program is o f particular 
importance to this study. s ince this is the level at which the basic 
skill of number and reading should be established. At the end of last 
year' testing program it was noted that while a number of children 
were already reading, there were also a number of children who 
appeared to be on the verge of acquiring basic reading skills. At the 
end of this year a ll children should be reading, and a ny children now 
ident ified as non-readers would clearly be in the ca tegory of child ren 
with learning difficult ies. By the end of the Grade 2 level children 
should also have acquired basic concepts of number. and be ab le t o 
handle the ba ic processes of addition and subtraction of smaU 
numbers. Childre n who have not yet acquired these skills would b e 
identified as children with learning difficulties in the number area. 
Thus the results of the 1975 testing program will identify children 
wi th learning difficuJtie in the basic areas of number and reading, 
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a nd provide the criterion agai nst which the reliability of the school 
read iness measures as predictors of later learn ing difficulties can be 
assessed. 

A boriginal Education Project 
M de Lemos. P Di Leo 

F unding for thi project came to an end at the end of 1974. An out­
line of the main aims and design of the study was reported in the 
1973- 1974 report. Briefl y. informa tion has been collected by question­
naires on performa nce a nd attendance for the tota l primary a nd 
secondary Abor iginal school populations in Victoria. I n addition, 
samples of students at both primary a nd secondary level were tested 
on a series of school achievement tests. In itial analyses of the data 
have been undertaken but the preparation of a final report has had to 
be delayed because of other projects. 

Study of Educational Performance and Specific Learning 
Difficulties 
S F Bourke, J P Keeve 

This study, known more briefly as the A ustral ian Study of School 
Performance (ASS P). commenced in F ebruary 1975 at the request 
of M r Race Ma thew , MP, Chai rman of the H ouse of R epresentatives 
Select Committee on Specific Lea rn ing Difficul ties. 

ACER has been commissioned by the AACRDE to undertake th is 
research and the AACRD E has set up a Steeri ng Committee to advise 
ACER on the overall policy guidelines for the study. The Steeri ng 
Committee (Chai rman. Profesor S S Dunn ) met at ACER on 26 June 
1975 and wil l meet again in ovember 1975. 

Some difficul ty was experienced in obta ining a D irector for the 
project. The P roject Director a ppointed is Lieutenant-Colonel S F 
Bourke who has been seconded to ACER by the D epartment of D e­
fence (Army Office) un ti l the end of 1976. He took up the appoint­
ment on 2 June 1975. 

The Select Committee has been made aware that there is li ttle 
A ustralian evidence to support claims that are made on the literacy 
and numeracy level of Australians. The purpose of th is study is to 
provide soundly based evidence of the performance on certain basic 
skills by Austra lian primary and econdary school children. 

The ASSP Project will test the reading, writing and number skills 
of I 0-year-old and 14-year-old children in a ll A ustra lian states, 
Northern T erri tory and Australia n Capi tal Terr itory. At each level 
approximately 7 OOO chi ldren at 250 schools wi ll do a Reading Test. 
a Writing Test, a N umeration Test, and a Word K nowledge Test, and 
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answer a short questionnai re. The questionnaire seeks the following 
information from children: name, address, date of birth, sex, family 
size, country of birth, country of parents' birth, how long have they 
lived in Australia, languages used in the home and with friends, 
number of schools attended and whether the fami ly takes a news­
paper in English. A letter is being sent to parents of the children 
selected asking for their cooperation in ensuring that their child knows 
the answers to the questions being asked. 

A questionnaire for teachers also requests confident ial in formation 
on the work, behaviour, acceptance by peers, physical defec ts (where 
present ), and ethn ic or igin of each child included in the sample tested. 

T esting will take place during the week 6-10 October I 975. 
An interim report on the resul ts of the testing program will be 

provided to the Select Committee at the end of March 1976. A final 
report wi ll be produced for the AACRDE at the end of 1976. 

Impact of the Australian Science Education Project (ASEP) 
Materials on Australian Schools 
J Owen 

ASEP ma terials were produced in the years I 969 to I 974 by a team 
of Australian educators, a nd during the last fi fteen months the 
m ater ials have become available for use in chools. The project was 
the first major undertaking in the field of curriculum development 
which operated on an Australia-wide basis, a nd was supported in fu ll 
by funds made available by the Australian and all State Governments. 
The total expendi ture on the production and trialling of the ASEP 
materials was about $ 1.5 million. The ASEP team produced 4 l major 
units a nd s ix subsidiary units as well as charts, films and apparatus. 
The materials were designed to be suitable for use in science classes 
in the first three or fou r yea rs of seconda ry schools. 

Although the first un its were made available in March 1974. it was 
not un ti l the early part of I 975 that they all became availab le. Never­
theless, it was estimated that by June 1975, approximately $ I OOO OOO 
had been spent by Austra lian schools in purchasing the materials. 
In addition, there has been some interest shown by education autho ri­
ties in other countries, and the possibility now exists that ASEP 
materials might soon be adapted for use elsewhere. 

This research study which commenced in February 1975 has been 
seen from the outset as a study of the spread of a large scale innova­
tion, and the effects it is having on schools throughout the country. 
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(a) To what extent are the ASEP materia ls used by Australian 
schools and how does the extent of their use vary over time? 



(b) To what extent are the ASEP material accepted by Au tralian 
teachers, and what are their reasons for the acceptance or 
rejection of these materials? 

(c) H ow do Australian teachers use lhe ASEP materials and to 
what extent are the materials used in a manner which is m 
accord with the ASEP approach to teaching and learning? 

(d) H ow does the use of the materials vary from y tern to system 
and relate to exi ting programs and lo locally developed 
materials? 

(e) What arc the reactions of Australian students at different year 
levels to the ASEP materials and on what basis do they make 
their personal judgments? 

In addition, the project will attempt to document the ways in which 
information regarding curriculum materials of this nature is diffused 
th rough an educational y tern. and to determine whether the methods 
u ed by the developer and the materials they have produced have led 
in any way to a new approach to the teaching of science in Au~tralian 
secondary schools. 

The project, funded with a grant of $40 OOO from the (Australian) 
Curriculum Development Centre. il> to continue for a period of two 
yea rs. The first task of the Project omcer was to become familiar with 
the form of the ASEP materia ls, and to examine the large body of 
literatu re such a position documents. newsletter and summaries 
which were produced during the life of the ASEP project. Also. some 
time was given to examining the files on the form ative evaluation of 
the materials which were held by the CDC Cell in Melbourne, and 
to discus ing aspects of the im estigation with former member of the 
ASEP staff. 

The second task was to survey the na ture and extent of the resea rch 
which had been undertaken or was currently in progress to i:nestigate 
the variou aspect of cience education involving the use of the 
ASEP materials. A report of this work was presented at the Australian 
Science Education Research Association Conference at Flinders 
University of South Au tralian in May 1975. 

Thirdly, it was necessary to make arrangements with various per ons 
and organiza tions who might, in the future, be able to assist in some 
way. Liaison officers in each stale have been appointed. and Science 
Teachers' A ociations in each state contacted. 

Fourthly. an extensive review of the literature on the diffu ion and 
utilization of knowledge. wi th an emphasis on curricu lum innovation, 
was u ndertaken in order to set the ~Ludy within a theoretical frame­
work. 

An overall plan has been developed which includes as a first tep 
the collection of data from teacher<; of science in Austra lian schools. 
To achieve a repre entative picture. a sample of schools ha been 
drawn u~ing the ACER l.ampling frame, and a letter sen t lo the 
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principa ls o f the 293 schools involved asks for the ir coopera tion. 
Two questionnaires have been des igned to ga ther information about 
the spread and u e of ASEP mater ials . Bo th questionnaires are being 
tria lled at present, and data collect ion from the sample schools is 
scheduled for the end of October. 

It is exp ected that the remainder of 1975 will be spent ed iting and 
analysing the data, so that schools can be selected for case study 
invest igation i n 1976. 

Science Facilities Program 
J Ainley 

From l July 1964 until 30 J une 1975 the A ustralian Government 
made ava ila ble under the Science F acil ities Program (sometimes known 
as the ommonwealth Sc ience Scheme) ome $ 123 mill ion for the 
improvemen t of science facilities in econda ry chools. This money 
was spent on both laboratorie and on apparatus and was applied in 
government a nd non-government chools. 

The Science Facili t ies Program was the fi rst major capital spending 
program by the Australian Government on Australian secondary 
schools. A n evaluation of the educationa l effects a nd impac t of the 
program on secondary chools is importa nt both to account for t his 
spend ing a nd hopefully to chart the course for futu re developments. 

This study has been undertaken at the request of the Committee 
responsible for adv ising the Austral ian Government on the progra m 
for prov iding science facilities in non-government schools a nd is being 
supported by a grant from the Australia n Schools Commission . 
The project is concentrating on the fo llowing issues: 
• The m anner in which the funds provided have been spent. 
• The effect o f the Progra m on the organization and p ractice of 

science education in secondary schools. 
• T he effect of the Program on student achievement in science a nd 

student attitudes to cience . 
• The effect of improved science facili ties on the supply of qual ified 

science teachers in school . 
• The remaining and continuing needs for improved science facilities 

in Australian chools. 
• The effect of the Program on the relationsh ip of cience to other 

subjects o f the curriculum. 
Jt is intended to make use of information a lready on fi le in the 

State Education Departments and the Australian D epartment of 
Education regarding the provision of facil ities for teaching cience. 
A preliminary visit to the Australian D epartment of Education, 
Science F aci lities Section. has been made. 

Information about s tudent achievement and attitudes was collected 
in the IEA tudy in 1970. Some additional in formation about the 
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provision of science facilities in the schools participating in that study 
may be sought depending on the extent of official records. 

New information is being sought by means of a questionnaire to 
be sent to a sample of secondary schools in late L975. This question­
na ire is designed to gather information about the adequacy 0£ science 
facili ties and the way in which science is taught in those schools. 
lt can be completed by the school science coord inator. The question­
naire is currently being prepared with tria ls conducted in Victorian 
econdary schools. 

Visits to some of the schools in this sample are planned for the first 
half of 1976. to di cuss the results of the survey and to probe in detail 
aspects of science facilities and science teaching. Schools which will 
be invited to take part in follow-up visits wi ll be selected after the 
urvey data ha been analysed. 

A final report will be sent to the Australian Schools Commission. 
Jnterim reports wi ll be sent to that body and presented to meetings of 
Science Teachers' Associations. 

Language of Primary School Children 
WT Renehan 

The purpose of this study is first: to describe what children in tbe 
primary school are doing with language (what functions they call on 
language to serve and how effectively, what routes they take to di -
covering the functions their language might serve) in a mall number 
of classroom ituations; and second: to suggest by means of the 
de cription a way in which teacher might listen to and read children's 
language as a pre-condition to fos tering its growth. 

The description has been completed for grade 2. De criptioo of the 
grade 6 and grade 4 language should be completed by D ecember 1975. 

Poverty, Education and Adolescents 
R T Fitzgerald, F Headlam, A Wright, U Ozolins 

The background to a nd methods used in this study were dealt with in 
the 1973-74 Annual Report. 

D r Fi tzgera ld left us at the end of 1974 to take up an appointment 
at the State College of Victoria at Burwood. The project staff were 
then at the stage of examining their interview data a nd planning their 
report. Dr Keeves has given them a great deal of help in the last 
six months in addition to his heavy commitment to other projects. 
As a result a final fi rst draft 0£ a report was completed in late A ugust, 
and copies provided to the P overty Com.mission's office and to D r 
Fitzgerald. What kind of publication will eventually result is u ncertain 
at present. 
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The staff concerned in this study have found it difficult to organize 
their case study m aterial into a brief compass. The impression that 
comes through overwhelmingly in their report, based on two hour 
in terviews with some one hundred and fifty J 8-year-olds from widely 
d ifferent backgrounds, is the dissatisfaction of most of the respondents 
with their education, wi th the in tegration of chooling and the society 
of which it is supposedly a part, and, when they are working, with the 
all too frequently reported lack of a sense of ach ievement by adoles­
cents in their work. There is no doubt that the parents of most of the 
one hundred and fifty, whatever their income level . were deeply 
interested in the well being of their children and wanted them to have 
a good education. Many of them felt powerless to ensure that their 
children got such a n education-they could not, in their view, influence 
what happened to their children. 

The schools, despite their concern to do the best they can for the 
children, seem unable to deal with the effects of the dissatisfaction, or 
wi th its underlying causes. Positive action and practical solutions are 
not easy to define. 

Because there is much more to be derived from the study than has 
been written in to the first draft referred to. the Victorian Government 
has made a grant of $ 18 OOO for five months to enable Mr Wright 
and Ms Headlam to prepare a report for its Department of Youth, 
Sport and Recreation. The report requ.ired is one that will embody 
recommendation that are practical, and can be immed iately put into 
effect. 

Victorian In-service Teacher Education Evaluation 
M Batten, B Hay. P Thomson. R Wines 

This project continued in collaboration with s taff from Monash 
Univer ity. 
A review of the literature on in-service education has been printed 
and distributed to teachers and administrators in Victoria and other 
states. The questionnaire on in-service education, sent to 1 OOO 
teachers, elicited an 86 per cent response. Data has been analysed, 
and a report is being written. Structured interviews have been con­
ducted with school principals, district inspectors, consultants, subject 
association representa tives, and regional officers. 

Twenty detailed studies of in-service education courses will be 
completed by September, and a survey i being undertaken of 
evaluation procedures used by course organizers. 

Interim reports on questionnaires, interviews and case studies will 
be available by the end of the year, and a final report is expected by 
the end of March 1976. 
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School Leavers in Australia 1971-72 
W C Radford, R E Wilkes 

The report on this survey was published during the year. It provides 
information about age, grade level, sex, occupation entered, month of 
leaving, father's occupation, and geographical destination of non­
metropolitan leavers. for some 1 10 OOO school leavers from govern­
ment, Cathol ic. and other schools throughout Australia. Some of the 
more interesting resu lts follow. 

Of these 110 000 leavers. about 54 OOO were girls, and about 60 500 
came from metropolitan schools. About 37 p er cent left before they 
turned 16. On the other hand . about 36 per cent were 17 or more 
when they left: 39 per cent of the boys, and 33 per cent of the girls. 

About 52 per cent left at the end or before the end of the third 
last yea r of schooling, i.e. grade I O if the terminal year is called 
grade 12. But 29 per cent left from the termi nal year. Again. boys 
tended to stay longer at school than girls: 31 p er cent of boys as 
against 28 per cent of girls leaving from the terminal year. 

Almost 80 per cent of the leavers stayed on until the end of the 
working school year, although thi was not always December. About 
30 per cent leave in October or November. 

There were natu ra lly enough differences between girls and boys in 
the occupations entered. The most marked, and the most exp ected 
perhap are that 3 per cent of the girl as against 10 per cent of the 
boys entered the skiJJed manual trades. For the unskilled and semi­
skilled trades the figures were 5 per cent girl and 8 per cent boys. 
Other occupations of interest are-university (including theological 
college and service co lleges): girls 6 per cent, boys 8 per cent; teachers' 
colleges: girls 6 per cent. boys 2 per cent. 

The relat ion between father' occupation and the student's destina­
tion on leaving school aroused a good deal of interest in the 1959-60 
study, part icularly among t those interested in tertiary education. Of 
the 95 OOO leavers in the 1971 -72 study whose father's occupation was 
known. I O per cent came from homes that we classified as professiona l 
or professional-technical; 20 per cent from homes where the father 
was class ified as a semi-skilled or skilled manual tradesman; 12 per 
cent from homes where the father was in a clerical-administra tive­
type occupation; and 29 per cent from homes where the fa ther was 
in a slightly skilled or unskilled occupation. 

Slightly more than 50 per cent of the children of fathers in pro­
fessional occupations (48 per cent of boys and 55 per cent of girls) 
went into jobs, or took up further studies, which could be regarded 
as professional or leading to professional occupations. For .the skilled 
manual trades the figure for such 'occupation stability' was 37 per cent 
for boys and 5 per cent for girls, and for the unskilled and semi­
skilled occupations 28 per cent of boys and 14 per cent of girls. 
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O f the 989 boys and 2 753 girls reported as entering teachers' 
colleges whose father's occupa tions were reported. I O per cent of Lhe 
boys and 12 per cent of the girls came from the 8 per cent of homes 
where the father's occupat ion was classi fied as professional. and 18 
per cent of the boys and 15 per cent of the girls came from the 
28 per cent of homes where it was c lassified as unskilled or slightly 
skilled. Of the 4 202 boys and 3 115 girl reported as entering univer­
s ities for whom fa ther's occupation was given, the two sets of figu res 
were 29 per cent boy and 21 per cent girls from the homes where 
the fa ther was classilied as professional , a nd 3 per cent boys and 
2 per cent girls from home where he wa cla sified as unskilled or 
slightly skilled. 

lt is worth noting that in the 1959-60 urvcy. 54 per ce nt of the 
fathers were in skilled. semi- killed and unskilled occupations and 
their chil dren were 37 per cent of tho e going to teachers' colleges 
a nd 21 per cent of t hose going to un iversit ies. In the 197 1-72 survey 
there were 49 per cent of fathers in these categories; they contributed 
34 per cent of 1he en tran ts to teachers' college and 24 p er cent of 
the entran ts to un iversities. This may be a rea l difference. 1t m ay, 
however, be due to the bias introduced by the low percentage of 
leavers about whom we have data, a nd its unrepresentative na ture. 

EXPERIMENTAL AND ANALYTICAL STUDIES 

A Study of Sampling Errors 
K N Ross 

In th is study an empirica l sampling approach was used to assess the 
magnitude of the sampling errors of commonly used statistics when 
both simple and complex sa mple designs are employed in survey 
research . The influence of the complex sample designs on sampling 
errors was shown Lo offer strong support for the arguments presented 
by Peaker and Kish that in educational a nd social science research 
the use of s imple random sample formul ae on data from complex 
samples is the most frequent source of gross mistakes in the con­
struction of confidence intervals and tests of hypotheses. 

The study also showed that when appl ied to single samples of data 
ga1hered in educational survey research , the jacknile and balanced 
half-sample error estimation techniques were useful method for cal­
culating the average design effects for means, correlation coefficients, 
standardized regression coefficients and multiple correla tion co­
efficients, when the deduct ive theory for calculating sampling erro rs 
was not available. The accuracy of these estimating techniques was 
not h igh. However, there was a noticeable convergence of the average 
design effects towards a n empirically established value when the 
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number of estimate wa increased. These results suggested that a 
rounded average design effect should be used to adjust sampling errors 
rather than using a n individual estimate of the design effect which 
could be wildly inaccurate. 

The influence of the complex sample de igns used in thi study on 
the sampling errors of standardized regression coefficients and correla­
tion coefficients was equally strong although it was shown to be 
considerably less than for means. Consequently warnings were given 
for the designing of sa mples used in a great deal of current educational 
research because correlation matrices are the cornerstone of many 
commonl y used techniques of multivaria te analy is, including those of 
ana lysis of covariance, factor analysis and regression a nalysis. 

Commonwealth Secondary Scholarship Examination (CSSE) 
Research 
J P Ke~ve&. J D Thomson. C W Slee 

Two reports were publ ished in the latter months of 1974, concerned 
with the construct validity of the CSSE. The aim of the investigation 
was to increase knowledge of the proces es measured by the CSSE 
papers. This was tackled in two ways. Firstly. information was sought 
by an examination of the relat ionships between the CSSE papers and 
achievement and ability mea ures administered at approximately the 
same time, a nd secondly by attempting to determine the internal 
structure of the CSSE tests. Many interesting relationships emerged 
from the first part, but the finding from the second part were more 
limited. The lack of tightly structured pecifica tions for the papers 
may in itself be a revea ling as the inability of the techniques applied 
to discover structure within the papers. H owever. more work needs 
to be done on the validity of the u e of exploratory factor ana lytic 
techniques in the earch for structure underlying items in a test. 

More recently a third report on Th e Predicrive Validiry of the 
CSSE T es1s has been prepa red a nd published. This report reviews 
briefl y the research conducted. and previously reported, into the 
predictive valid ity of the CSSE and then examines the pred ictive 
power of the l 968 CSSE tests for performance in science at the 
matriculation examinations of J 970 in each of the Australian s tates. 
In addi tion the study examined the relative contributions of general­
ized achievement tests such as the TEA science tests of 1970, and tbe 
CSSE tests taken two years earlier, to predicting achievement in 
specific science subjects. While the JEA science tests had greater 
predictive power than the CSSE, a considerable proportion (0.8 to 
0.9) of the unique variance of the criterion measures re mained 
unexplained by either. The correlations between a number of student 
background a nd motivational variables and the residuals obta ined 



after predicting matriculation examination results from CSSE Sc ience, 
Quantitative Thinking and Humanities scores were examined. It was 
found that three var iables-hours of homework, liking for school , 
and school motivation-had consistently posi tive correlations wi.th the 
residual va riables for all matriculation sc ience subjects in all sta tes; 
while word knowledge. interest in science, and school behaviour, 
also had genera lly positive relat ionships with the residual va riables. 
However, the other va riab les concerned wi th student background in­
cluding fa ther's occupa tion and education, had trivial and inconsistent 
relationships with the res idual var iables. 

Fo llowing the visit of Dr J eremy D F inn to Austra lia in 1974, aod 
the workshop he conducted at the ACER. further ana lyses were 
carried out on the data collected by Mr J Lumbers in the course of 
the Coaching Study in 1972. Earl y in 1975 a report on th is la tter 
project was issued . The one s ignificant result ari ing from the di ffe rent 
treatment conditions applied was that working through the same 
CSSE Ma thematics test a second time produced a statistica lly s ignifi­
cant gain in test scores. The estimated size of the ga in was th ree score 
poin ts. If a n opportunity were provided for a student to work th rough 
a similar test prio r to taking a CSSE Mathematics test, the gains to be 
made were not s tatist ica lly significant, but were of some practical 
signilicance , since it was e timated that the increment in score was 
about two score poin ts. Moreover, if a student were required to 
undergo sustained coaching and practice over a period of about tea 
weeks. with hourly sessions each week. he d id not ga in in performance 
by a statistically ignificant amoun t. T he size in gain over and above 
that made by ha ving had the practice of working th rough the tes t 
once was approximately one score point. whether it was the same test 
or a similar test which was ad ministered shortly after coaching and 
practice had been completed. When the long term residual effects of 
such coaching and practice were examined little residual effect could 
be detected. F urther analy is of the data indicated that the rapport 
established by the coach and by the superv i ors of the practice se sions 
wi th the s tudents was related to the level of gains made by the students. 
Furthermore. the relationship between the coach a nd the students 
appeared to be a socia ted wi th the mot ivation of the s tudents which 
seemed in tllrn to be linked, at least ia part, with the nature of the 
community served by the school and the general a bility of the s tudents 
in the school. 

The Home Environment and School Study 
J P Keeves, C W Slee 

Work has cont inued on the prepara tion of reports arising from the 
Home Environment and School Study which was conducted in Can-
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berra several years ago. D ata previously exami.ned using regression 
analysis p rocedures have been reanalysed using canonical correlation 
analysi . in such a manner as to partition the contributions to variance 
accounted for in to unique and joint effects. In addition, the use of 
path analysi techniques has been further explored in order to portray 
more clearly the results of the analy es carried out. T wo reports of 
th is work have been prepared and published. 

The striking finding of the firs t report The H ome, the School and 
A chie1·eme11t i11 Mathematics and Science was the marked overlap 
between the antecedent conditions and the environmental factors of 
the home. clas room and peer group. The evidence indicated that 
students who have a higher level of initia l performance live in more 
educat ive home . work in classrooms served by better teachers, a nd 
form friendships which are more beneficial to their education. The 
path ana lytical techniques employed as isted in the identification and 
estimation of the magnitudes of the direct effects of the various factor 
considered. and al o revealed the presence of indirect effects at work 
which acted through components which were shown to be influential. 

In the second report The Perfor111a11ce Cycle: M otivation and 
A rre11tio11 as M ediati11g Variables i11 School Performance, the use of 
canonical analy es gave a clear picture of relationships between the 
criterion va riables themselves and between the criteria and their pre­
dictors. Two laten t criterion variables were derived from the analysis : 
one was concerned primarily with achievement, but also involved 
allitu<le . in so far as they were related to achievement: the other 
solely with attitudes. The med iators comprised two independent con­
structs of Motivation and Atten tion. The former had an influence on 
atti tudes, the latter had a small effect on achievement. 

Further reports from this study wi ll be prepared and published as 
time permits. 

Psychometric Study of the Australian Scholastic Aptitude Test 
(ASAT) 
R Bell, M L Clark 

Mr Bell has forwarded from Western Australia ana lyses completed 
from data involving 4 18 students at grade 12 level in 21 Queensland 
schools. who took the ASAT-8 in 1973. Three d raft reports were 
prepared and discussed at a Tertiary Education Entrance Conference 
convened by the Austra lian D epartment of Education in Melbourne 
during April 1975. One report presented data on test performance 
relat ive to sex of s tudents (in respect of which no real bias on the 
majority of item was fou nd), and social cla s. No significant relation­
ship was demonstrated between social class a nd score on ASAT-B, 
but the findings were not regarded as concl us ive. A second report 
looked al the construct validity of ASAT-B. Correlational, factor and 
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'smallest space' analyse were undertaken for ASAT items and a series 
of reference tests. From these it was concluded that ASAT-B was a 
successful test in achieving its aim of being a broad mea ure of 
ability with some justification for spl itting the test into verbal and 
quantitative sect ions. The th ird report presented data on reliability, 
item analysis and total test characteristic . It is proposed to collate 
data from these reports together with further analy e undertaken by 
Mr Bell, to form a composite report 10 the Department of Education. 

REVIEWS AND COMPARATIVE STUDIES 

The Purposes of Schooling in Australia 
H P Schoenheimer 

This study is an attempt to chart the emerging role of the school in a 
time of unprecedented socia l, political and economic change a t the 
national and global levels. 

We will be concerned not only with the historical forces that make 
up the context in which both formal a nd informal education take 
place, but also with the rea lity of what occurs in the nation 's class­
rooms and in the in-school learning experiences of the individual 
tudent. Linking the macroco m and the microcosm are numerous 

documents embodying both explicit statements and implicit a sump­
tions of purposes. These emerge in man y forms and at many levels, 
from the School Commission and the state departments to teacher 
orga nizations. subject associations and individual schools. The influ­
ences bearing on such perceptions of pu rposes, and their present and 
potential impact in and through the schools, mark the boundaries of 
the study. 

Federal-State Relations in Education 
D Tomlinson 

This project is a follow-up to the study 'Finance for Education in 
Australia'. part of which was published in the Quarterly R eview of 
A uslralian Ed11ca1io11, vol. 6 no. 4. The topic for study has been 
broadened to include particular aspects of the Australian Schools 
Commission programs which impinge upon Federal-State responsibility 
sharing. 

Funding is the major issue-general recurrent expenditure. ca pital 
grants, recurrent grants to non-government schools, financing arrange­
ments, and so on-but some aspects of programs recommended by 
the Schools Commission may create special problems for Federal­
State cooperation. Among those which will be monitored and reviewed 
are programs for disadvantaged schools, special education, and innova-
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tio ns. O f particular s ignificance is the development of regions and 
regional committees of the Schools Commjssion. 

Statistics o f expe ndi ture in each of the States a nd the Commo n­
wealth wi ll be updated as they become availab le. T rends in expenditure 
and budget pro posals will be reviewed. 

Finance for Education in Australia 
P Segall 

M s Segall undertook fo r the Schools Comm i sio n a number of analyses 
of recent expendi ture by the Australian and State governments: so me 
have been published in the Comm ission's recent report. The basic data 
for the a nalyses were p rovided by the Bureau of Census and Sta tist ics 
after discussion between Ms Segall , the Schools Comm ission and 
officers of the Bureau. The data prov ide an es ential base fo r con­
tinuing studies. and will be used in both the study of F ederal-State 
relat ions referred to above, a nd other stud ies as needed. 

Education Policies of the Australian Government 
and The Liberal Party 
D Tomlinson 

The purpo e of th is rudy is to investigate the roles of the parlia­
mentary Liberal Pa rty and its extra-pa rli amentary o rganization in the 
emergence o f the Austral ian Government"s involvement in primary 
and econdary education. The major questio n to be considered is the 
signi ficance of the political philoso phy a nd the political organiza tion 
in policy form ulation. T o what extent doe the pol itica l philosophy 
influence dec isions for pa rticular programs? Who participate in the 
decisio n-making process? W ha t a re the major sou rces of power in 
educatio n pol icy-m aking? W hat pressures and const ra in t are there 
on policy makers? T o what extent do information and research co un t 
in policy making? 

In the fir t instance this project involves a historical study of the 
Commonwealth Government in education between I 949 and I 972. 
lt will em brace the financial role of the Commonwealth, particula r 
programs of ass istance for science labora to rie , secondary school 
librari es. and teacher training, ass istance to students in the form of 
taxation concess io ns and Commonwealth cho larships, and fin ancial 
grants to independent schools. 

The broader purpo e o f the study is to investigate the process of 
educatio n policy formul ation at the level of government. Follow-up 
compara tive stud ies of the policy machinery o f the Liberal Party a nd 
the Labor Party both in government and in oppositio n are pl anned. 
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Community and School 
R T Fitw.:erald. P W Musgrave (Monash University) , D W Pettit 

A mo nograph dealing wi th the first sample sch ool, an inner city high 
school, was published as 'School and Neighbourhood' in the A 11.wralian 
Ed11cation Review vol. 7 nos. l & 2. T he theoretical fram ework used 
in that study has been adapted a nd expanded to incorporate the 
findings in the second and third sample schools. The element of 
change which feat ured so strongly in the third school-which was 
sampled for that very characteristic, was the major reason for altering 
the fina l research framework. The tudy o f the th ird metropolitan 
sample school was completed in D ecem ber 1974 and the preliminary 
wri ting up of the findings for this school has been completed. In 
addition to the three metropol itan schools, the report will include data 
collected from two sample country schools. The final report is at draft 
stage and it is ant icipated that it will be published before the end of 
1975. 

The research work led to the accumulat ion of a monumental 
amount of informat ion that reflects the complexity of the relatio n­
ships that exist between the chool a nd their neighbourhoods, which 
diITer from one another in human and environmental re ou rces. A 
major objective of the report will be to suggest m odels of school 
organization that may most effectively incorpora te the range of possi­
bilit ies fo r participation of parents, teacher , citizens and tudents in 
the school and the implications of this io terms of the value posi tio ns 
of those re pon ible for policy and practice. 

Australian Education-Information and Review 
J Matthews 

A fourth editio n of the statement o n the sa lary and career structures 
of teachers in the six Austral ia n states has been dist ributed to a small 
number of centres throughout Aus tralia. We have received a number 
of requests fo r copies of earli er editions from other centres. We hope 
to include, in the next edition, informat io n about the ACT and the 
Northern Territory. 

The mo nthly chronicle of Austra lian education produced mainly 
for use by staff continued until May, when Ms M atthews was asked 
to unde rta ke other work. Jt was not possible during the year, to 
prepare the planned review o f continuing education, but Ms Matthews' 
knowledge o f the Aust ralian educa tional scene enabled her to do the 
major work in the prepara tion of 'Educational Policy and Po litical 
Pla tform: The Australia n Labor Government' vol. 7 no. 4 o f A 11s-
1ra/ia11 Education R eview-the new title given to the former Q11arterly 
R eview of A11stralian Education. 
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UNESCO Abstracts 
J Matthews 

Abs tracts of important Australian reports on educa tion continue to be 
provided to UNESC0-1BE. During the twelve month from June 1974 
abstracts have been provided of the following reports: 
• Care a nd Educat ion of Young Children (the re port of the Aus­

tralian Pre-school Committee ). 
• Expansion of Med ical Education (a report of the Australian 

Univer ities Commission). 
• Open T ertiary Education (a repo rt of the Australian Univers ities 

Commissio n). 
• Report of the Con ultative Council on Pre-school Child D evelop­

ment ( Victoria) . 
• TAFE in Australia-report on needs in Technical and Further 

Educatio n by the Au tralian Committee on T echnical and Further 
Education. 

• C hildren's Comm is ion Act 1975 ( Australian Government). 
• Report of Schools Commission for the Triennium 1976-78. 
• Report of Committee o n Religious Education in State Schools in 

Victoria. 
T his is a fairly costl y serv ice. only parts of the costs being met, 

but o ne that we cons ider worth continuing. 

Australian Education Review 
Ed. H P Schoenheimer 

Topics al ready being developed fo r publication include Teacher 
Education, Continuing Education, I nternational Education, Moral 
Educatio n. a nd Federal-State Relations in F inancing Australian 
Education. 

Assessment for Australian Capital Territory Secondary Schools 
(formerly under heading: Examinations and Their Alternatives in Tran ition 
to Tertiary Education) 
P Thom on 

The report o n alternative as essme nt procedures for secondary schools 
was comm iss ioned by the ACT Interim Schools Authority mid-way 
thro ugh 1974. lts preparation involved a review of the various assess­
ment and moderation procedures that were being conducted in the 
different Australian state . The final re port was publ ished in October 
1974 and it conclusion took the form of a series of suggested 
strategies and essential considerations to guide the Authority when 
making their decisions. 
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Initially 550 copies of the report were publi hed ma inly for dis­
tribu tion with in the ACT. Two further production run have been 
made since initia l publication as interes t in the problem dealt with 
were seen to have relevance to an Au tralia-wide context. 

Swinburne Community School: A Case Study 
P Thomson 

The report of this case study has been accepted as a basis for a thesi 
for a Master of Education degree. The first d raft o f the report was 
completed in March a nd in the light of the va rious sugge tions and 
comments that have been made a final form is now in preparation. 

CURRICULUM INNOVATION AND EVALUATION 

Mathematics for Primary Schools-Conference 

Following a suggestion from the Queensland Department of Educa­
tion in 1974 tha t the time was ripe for a review of primary school 
mathematics, a conference was convened by ACER in Melbourne 
fro-n August 18 to August 22 last. to discuss developments ince the 
la t conference in 1964. and to consider future developments in 
content, approach, evaluation, materials and a ids, a nd the preparat ion 
of teacher . 

The Australian-American Education Foundation supported the visit 
of Dr Ann M cAloon from Educational Te ting Services for the con­
ference, which was attended by representatives from the ·ix State 
Depar,ments of Education, the Aust ralian Department of Education, 
the Education Authority in ACT, the Department of Education in the 

orthern Territory. the Curriculum D evelopment Centre, and the 
New Zealand Department of Educat ion. 

A num ber of background papers was solicited from professional 
mathematicians. teachers in secondary chools, lecturers in CAE' . 
a nd other , and papers for di cussion at the conference or direct u e 
by the part ic ipants were prepared on the following topics b y the 
per ons shown: 
Recent Changes in Curriculum, Conten t and Organizat ion of Primary 

M athema tics and thei r Effects a nd Implications. E J King (NSW). 
C ha nges in Emphases and in Methods of Approach for Primary 

Mathematics in the Last Decade and their Effects and fm plicatioos. 
N H offman (WA). 

American Experiences in Primary M athematics over the Last D ecade 
and Current Trends oo the subject in USA; and Creative Teaching 
and its Effective As essment. A McAloon (USA) . 
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Teaching Mathematics in New Zealand Primary Schools 1965-75. 
J Cox (NZ). 

Change in the Rela tion between Primary and Early Secondary 
Ma thematic in the Last Decade. K Ha ma nn (SA). 

A Review of Teaching Ma ter ial and Other Resources used in Prim ary 
Mathematics. R Boxall (Q'ld). 

Cha nge in Assessment Procedure in the Last Decade and theLr 
Effect and Influences. J Kelly (Tas.). 

Change in the Preparation of Teachers-Pre-service and Jn-service, 
in the Last Decade. R Cowban (Vic.). 

A Compari on of Primary Mathemat ics Courses used in the A ustralian 
State and New Zealand in 1975. K Kee (ACER) . 
The outcome of the con ference are much less well defined than 

those of the 1964 Conference, from which there o riginated both a 
framework of a course of study, which was a basis for all the states' 
courses in the year s th at fo llowed, a nd a source book- Background 
in Ma1he111atics-which was widely distributed. 

The 1975 Conference agreed that there wa need for a compre­
hensive range of resource booklets wh ich would help teachers to 
adopt what was thought to be an improved approach to the child's 
learning of mathematic in the primary school. This idea is being 
further pursued. 

Some revision of the content o f the 1964 course was generall y 
a pproved. 1t wa al o generally agreed that speci fic content was les 
important than that the teacher should be aware of each child's needs, 
fa mi liar with idea about how and why child ren learn , able to use 
va ried re ource ma terial to encourage effective learning, and will ing 
and able to use the child·s experience and activit ies, in hi environ­
ment, as sources for the development both of competence in dealing 
with mathematical ideas, and of an interest in them. 

A report of the conference, which includes background papers, 
main papers, a umma ry of the co nference activi ties, a con ol idation 
of the discus ions of working parties on content, approaches, and 
methodology and edited copie of paper prepared by other working 
parties on pre-service education, in-service education, and evaluation , 
has been p rovided to tho e p articipating. 

Home Start 
R Combes 

The grant from the C hild Ca re Research Committee enabled M s 
Combes to have two films, a number of slides, and several p amphlets 
pre pa red, all dealing with the development of children in the fi rst yea r 
of the ir life. She was ab le to try these out wi th groups of parents, 
and as a result to improve the slide collections a nd the pamphlets. 
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Ms Combes returned to full time work at the (Victo rian) In titute 
for Early Childh ood Development in 1975, but has continued to 
improve the materials. 

We expect that the IECD will act as a centre from which the 
materia ls will be dissem inated. 

Junior Secondary Science Project 

As reported last year , the materials for th is P roject were completely 
revised. Since J last reported, all the remaining units have been 
published-seventeen in all-by C he hire's P ty Ltd. 

They have had a good reception, and our views have al ready been 
sought about revisions prior to a nother rep rinting. Small sales have 
been made to both USA and UK. 

Social Change 
M Ayres, K Piper 

The first pa rt of the second set of materials related to Social C hange, 
The Desert A borigi11es, was prepared and tri alled in three Victoria n 
metropolitan and country secondary schools. The trials which took 
pl ace early in the 1975 school yea r incorporated an eva luation of the 
material a part of the Social Science Evaluation Project. 

Work is c urre ntly underway on the second egment of the project­
Jigalong. This pa rt look at the effects of the move from the desert to 
J iga long. a government reserve in We tern Australia, on the Western 
Desert Aborigines. 

T ria ls £or this second part o f the project, the ma terial for which 
includes slides and a cassette ound tape, will take p lace towards t he 
end of 1975. 

Educating for Leisure (Phase I) 
J P Keeves, R Davey, U Ozolins 

A gran t was received from the Department of Tourism and Recreation 
of the Au tralian Government to underta ke preliminar y analyses a nd 
to prepa re an introductory report to a major study which would sta rt 
later in the yea r. The preparato ry study undertook two sets of 
a nalyses: 
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(a) A n analysis of the data sto red in the IEA (Australia) D ata 
Bank pertaining to the correlates of the leisure time activities 
of 14-year-old students in 1970, and 16-year-o ld studen ts and 
post-school youth in 1972. 



( b) An a nalysis of the interview records for a s ubsample of 110 
from the total sample of 900 Victoria n students in the I EA 
s tudy of 19 70, fo r whom in-depth interviews were conducted 
in 1974. 

A report is in the course o f prepa ration . The former set o f analyses 
have helped to identify the re la ti ve contribution of selected student 
factors to parti c ipatio n in recreational reading. In add itio n they h ave 
prov ided informatio n o n the loca tion of se lected leisure time act ivities 
wi thin either the school. the ho me or the peer gro up as well as to 
determ ine the varia tio n in the loca tion of uch activities according to 
educat io nal status, sex, type of chool attended, language background 
of home, and occupationa l tatu of the fa ther of the person respo nd­
ing. 

The interview records have th rown light o n school, work and le isure 
t ime acti vities in rela tio n lo school programs and work experiences. 

Educating for Leisure (Phase II) 
D W Fox 

In the second phase o f the study, a lso funded by the Australian 
D epartment of T ourism and R ecreation, an in itia l task will involve 
reviewing recent Australian Report and re ea rch studies into the 
recreationa l inte re Ls and activitie o f Australia n adole cents, incl ud ing 
the report prepared in the first phase and sub equently to prepare a 
detailed research pro posal fo r a study co be undertaken into how 
schools a re educating for leisure. 

Essential Learning about Society 
K Piper, J Kimpton 

The pro ject on Essential Learn ing about Society, funded by the 
AAC RD E, seeks to investigate the following questio ns: 
• Is there a body o f lea rning a bout soc iety, and about living in 

society, which ch ild ren leaving the school system to e nter the 
wider society 11eed to posse s if they are to participate full y and 
equally in Austra lian society? 1f o, can this essential learning 
be spec ified? 

• T o what extent is th ere agreement, o r lack of it, a mo ng va rio us 
gro ups in Austra lian socie ty as to what constitutes this essential 
learning? 

The research will be carried out in three stages. In the first stage 
we will be seeking, by means of reading and small wo rkshop groups, 
to establish a wo rking list of items o f essential learning a bout society. 
The second stage will consist o f an Australi a-wide survey to sample 
the v iew of academics, educators, parents, pupil , a od a number of 
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community groups. In the third s tage we will be looking at the extent 
of agreement, or lack of it, between teacher of ocial science subjects 
and teacher of other areas of the curriculum as to what constitutes 
this e ential learning about society. 

Communications Media 
R Smith 

D iscu ~ion with teachers, lecturer from institutes of technology and 
curriculum re earch officer , indicate the need for class room materials 
which will provide a basic study of communications media for students 
in secondary school . 

As part of an in tegrated course, a pilot unit 'Aesthetics-a basis for 
communications media' ha been developed. This unit provides clear 
instructions, procedures, factual material , background information 
and uggestions for extension activi ties. A feas ibility study which 
involve a mini-trial of the core of the unit is now being underta ken. 

The aim of the course are to equip tudent to u e, compare, judge 
and cri ticize 'media' and their effect , and to give students an awareness 
of a n extended and integrated range of media. 

l£ the trial of the unit are succes ful it i planned to develop 
further unit in the ba ic areas of writing, voice and sound, a nd 
graphic . 

TEST RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

Migrant Education (Testing) Project 
W Renehan. G W ither , R Dabke. J Emmins, E Hoare, 0 Ladema nn 

Work continued into the econd year of th is three yea r project, 
funded now by lhe Austral ian Department of Education, to prepare 
tests and other devices for u e by teachers of migr ant children, 
relat ing to English and other school subjects. 

Following school visi ts early in 1974, a survey of teacher activity 
a nd opinion, and interstate con ultation , a program of test writing 
began in Jul y 1974. We began wi th one o f the fo ur accepted a reas 
of language competence, listening, a nd have completed ome forty 
te ts in this area, to be trial tested from September 1975. These tests 
cover auditory perception, comprehension of grammatical meaning, 
comprehension of lexical meaning, integrated comprehension and 
communicative competence. In addi tion work has been started on the 
other three areas a nd some twenty tests are already pre pared for 
inclus ion in the trial testing program. Tests will be tried out in all 
states. 
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As repo rted last yea r, we have concentra ted on upper primary and 
junior seconda ry grades, bu t p ilot testing already carried out on 
sam ples of nat ive speakers and migra nt ch ild ren s uggests that many 
tests will be applicab le to ch ild ren older or younger than our target 
group. 

Australian Test of Advanced Music Studies (AT AMS) 
D Bridges, B Rechter, J Bryce, J P Keeves 

After the p rovis ional final version had been tried out in 1974, and 
modifica tio ns m ade as a result, it was agreed wi th the AAC RDE that 
the tes t should be published and distributed by ACER. 

Jt was made availab le in final form la te in 1974, the ma ter ia.l 
including: 3 T est Bookle ts, 3 T apes, a n Info rmatio n and Answer 
Booklet, Score K eys, aod an Interim Handbook. 

Those who purchased the test were asked to prov ide in formation 
about the la te r perform ance of students who took the test, as well as 
performance on the tests, and several institutio ns did so . 

lt was ho ped tha t the information obtained from testing in 1974 
would yield valuable validation data and a gra nt was received from 
the AAC RD E to enable a validation study to be undertaken and 
written up in the first part of 1975. U nfortunately the varia tions in 
the da ta obtained m ade it extremely difficult to place institutions on 
a ny common scale. It ha not yet been possible to comple te the study 
and incorporate a ll necessary materia l in the repo rt. It is h oped , 
however, that it can be completed before the end of the year b y 
Dr Bridges ( now a t the Nursery School Teachers' College in N ew 
South Wales) and Mr Rcchter ( now a t Lincoln College in Victo ria) , 
with ass istance from D r Keeves. 

Australian Item Bank Project 
J Foyster and econded staff 

Since the last report m athematics item-wrt11ng wor kshops have been 
held in Launceston. Cairns, K atherine and Melbourne, sc ience item­
writing work hops in Caoberra, M elbourne, Ka therine and Adela ide, 
and ocial science wo rkshops in Canberra and H oba rt. 

The firs t trial-test ing program was held in September/ October 1974 
a nd the data acq uired has been collated. Approximately 3 500 ques­
tions in m athematics and science were tested in this per iod . 

The 1975 trial-testing program was m odi fied so that schools could 
nominate topic in which they wished to use tests. Some 425 schools 
a re being suppl ied with copies of one or more of the 84 trial fo rms 
prepared earlie r in the year. 

Cl 
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The meeting of liai on officers in November J 974 requested the 
preparadon of books o f items for publication in 1975. T wo books of 
multiple-choice items will be made available to secondary schools 
throughout Aus tralia before the end of the year. One book will contafo 
300 mathematics quest ions, while the second wi ll contain 200 science 
questio n suitable for use at grade I 0. Explanato ry material is to be 
bound with each book. This will introduce teachers 10 the ystem of 
retrieval proposed for the ba nk in te rms of item classification. 

Jt had been hoped that it would be po s ible to devote some con­
siderable attent ion to the development of a com puterized item-banking 
system in 1974-75. Lack of fin ance has, however, hampered p rogre s 
so that while the advantages of o me a pects o f computerizat ion have 
been demo n trated, little genuine p rogress can be repo rted. Th is 
siwation may be partl y rectified by a specia l gra nt of $ 10 OOO which 
ha been offered by the Schools Commi ion. Condition of th is gran t 
arc till the ubjecl of negotia tion. 

Physics Diagnostic Tests 
P Thomson, K Kee 

Wo rk has begun o n the revis ion of our existing Physics Test P rogram. 
The tests current ly availab le are based on a cour e which has been 
grea tly revised in recent yea r . An investiga tion of Australian physics 
courses a t grades J l and 12 has led to the identifica tio n of twenty-five 
topics with commo n co nten t. By adding some new questio ns and 
revis ing q uestions in the exi t ing tests it is planned to produce a 
d iagnostic test on each of these topics. The fi rst four of the e tests 
wi ll be u ed experimentally in schools in October 1975 . 

Biology Diagnostic and Achievement Tests 
P Thomson. P Allanson 

Work has been com pleted o n the grade l J program with the wntmg 
o f two new diagno ti c tests and the pre paratio n of explanatory aids 
for the achievement tests. l n 1976 the grade 11 battery wi ll co nsist o f 
ten diagnos tic and fi ve achievement te ts. 

The preparation o f explanatory aids for the grade 12 achievement 
tests is a current act ivity. An additional achievement test is being 
written for th is ballery making a to tal of nine d iagnostic and s ix 
ach ieveme nt test . 
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Chemistry Diagnostic and Achievement Tests 
P Thomson, M Cropley 

This program has now been completed with the pub lication in M ay 
this year of two achievement tests to go wi th the eighteen diagnostic 
tests a lready avai lable fo r use at grade 11. 

Junior Secondary Mathematics Topic Tests 
R M Wines 

Contact has been established with item writer through conferences 
and workshop and over 500 items have been written cover ing most 
of the topic a reas. Some trial te ting has been undertaken, to assess 
the possibilitie of the Rasch measurement scale for test interpreta tion 
in terms of relati ve ma tery and diagno tic use. Further editing and 
item writing to cover gaps in content a nd proce s objective will 
continue during 1975 and trial testi ng is envisaged for 1976, with 
production of fina l form by the end of that year. 

Australian Scholastic Aptitude Test (ASAT) 
P Thomson. M Ryan, J Foyster, B Hay 

The development of the Au tralian Scholasti c Aptitude Test Series D 
has been completed for 1975. T esting will take place in September 
and November th is year. The Aus tralian Capital Territory and the 

orthern Territory h ave joined the program for the first time. Other 
tales us ing the te ts are Queen land and Western Australia . 

Work has begun on the production of a new version of the test for 
1976. 

Primary Evaluation Program (PEP) Reading Test R 
B John on, M L Clark, W T Renehan 

During 1974-75 the development of a new reading test has been 
completed. trial te ting having been carried out in fir L a nd second 
terms 1975. The test items have been written to a model devised b y 
Dr Clark and Ms John on as a result of their research into the 
s tructure of reading abilities. orm based o n both age a nd grade 
groupings will be calcula ted from norming programs to be conducted 
in October 1975 and in April 1976. 

Screening Tests in Reading 
M Ryan, M L Clark 

Work has commenced on items for a reading screening te t pro posed 
for use a t upper primary and lower secondary levels. Short paragraphs 
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will be employed with one or two que tions on each. A study of 
question placement pre- o r post-paragraph is being made. Items will 
be edited with a view to trial testing in October 1975. 

Social Science Evaluation Project 
K Piper 

The two-yea r project on evaluation in the social sciences, funded by 
the National Committee on Social Science Teaching. wa completed 
in June 1975. The project has concentrated on production of evalua­
tion materia ls designed to meet the needs of the classroom teacher. 
The materia ls produced by the project consist of: 

(a) Forty-nine criterion referenced tes ts. comprising sixteen te ts 
of Under landing Concepts and GeneraUzations and thirty­
three tests of Jnquiry Skills. The tests a re designed for use 
at three levels, corresponding to the junior, middle, and 
se nior years of secondary school. 

(b ) Fourteen attitude scales. designed as models of -cale t ypes 
suitable for classroom use. 

(c) A teachers' handbook on evaluation in the social sciences. 
The ha ndbook includes a general model for evaluation in 
the social sciences, a model for evaluating instructional 
materials, descri ptions of the tests and scale , the classifica­
tion of c riteria in Knowledge and Jnquiry Skills on which 
the criterion referenced tests are based, test data, a practical 
section on the construction of classroom evaluation instru­
ments, as well as a general discussion of evaluation problems, 
practices, and procedures. 

The materials a re being published by the Australian Government 
Publ ishing Service, and sets will be distributed by the National Com­
mittee on Socia l Science Teaching to all secondary chools in Australia. 

AM Series (Primary) Mathematics Tests 
J Foys1er 

Mr Foyster has continued the revis ion of the teachers' ha ndbook and 
technica l supplement referred to in last year's ha ndbook, in collabora­
tion with Advisory Service staff. whenever time has permitted. Format 
of normative data presentation has involved considerable discussion, 
but a satisfacto ry method of presenting raw score-stanioe conversions 
which h ighlight the effect of standard errors in graphical form, has 
been evolved. 1t is planned to make revised manuals ava ilable at the 
beginning of the 1976 school year. 
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Class Achievement Test in Mathematics 
J Foyster 

The survey test briefly mentioned in the previous report is to be a test 
of about 50 items, suitable for use in year 6 or 7; it is to be accom­
panied by a chart designed to as ist teachers analyse the performance 
of the whole class, as well as individuals. 

CSTP Tests of Scholastic Ability 
P Thom on. J Baldwin 

The last of the tests in humanities, mathematics, science and written 
expression developed over a four-year contract for use at two levels: 
level J (grade 6 & 7) and level 2 (grades 8 & 9) for schools partici­
pating in the program were completed this year. For the next three 
years tests will be assembled quickly from items prepared and tr ia!Jed 
previously, thus involving only a small amount of Test Development 
s taff time. 

Test of Learning Ability (TOLA) 
H Rowe 

Newly designed answer sheets for both TOLA 4 and TOLA 6 were 
introduced this year and used in norming programs. The norming of 
TOLA 6 for NSW departmenta l schools has been completed with a 
sample of just under 8 OOO pupils born between 1.1.1962 and 1.1.1965. 
Norming of TOLA 4 for NSW schools will be completed before the 
end of J 975. A new edition of the manual and interim technical 
supplement is being prepared. 

The TOLA tests are being made avai lable to other states on a 
restricted trial basis. 

School Readiness Check Lists 
H Rowe, R Davey 

The School Readiness Check List for Teachers and the Check List for 
Parents prepared and used experimentally with 3 000 school beginne rs 
during J 973-74 bas this year again been used with 1 500 school 
beginne rs by the Victorian Education Department and with some 
other samples. Validation studies are in progress and a handbook to 
accompany the Check Li ts is p lanned for early in 1976. 
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Early Screening Tests 
H Rowe 

A trial edition of the fo llowing ACER Early Screening Tests has been 
printed for experimental u e: 

• Auditory Discrimination Test 

• Recognition of Jn itial Consonant Sounds 

• F igure Formation 

• N umber Test 

A number of additional tests in the series 1s 10 preparation and it is 
expected that they wi ll be ava ilable for experimental use during 1976. 

The tests in the Early Screening series are specificall y designed to 
be used by teachers. The aim of the tests is to establish levels of 
performa nce and so provide teachers with a set of tools which may 
a s ist in the identification of children who may be at risk with learning 
handicaps or other school problems. The tasks included in the Early 
Screening Test are based on regular classroom activity and may be 
expected to provide minimal interruption to the teaching program. 

While designed for use with school beginners the Early Screening 
tests, because of their diagnostic nature, may be expected to provide 
a u eful tool for remedia l teachers in the lower primary school. 

Group Non Verbal Tests of General Ability 
H Rowe, R Becker 

A review of avai lable gr0up tests is nearing completion and a Test 
Bibliography and Bulletin is being prepared. Trials of previously used 
items and some new item types are expected to start in third term, 
1975. lt is planned to produce a revised vers ion of an earlier te t for 
s tandardization late in 1976. 

General Ability Tests 
H Rowe 

Due to shortage of staff and other pressures this project has pro­
gressed little during the past twelve months. Considerations of a m ore 
theoretical nature should, during 1975-76, result in a number of 
papers related to the rationale underlying the assessment of general 
ability for va rious purposes. Special emphasis will be placed on ways 
of assessing critical thinking, problem solving ability, and giftedness. 

Revision of a number of older ACER group intelligence tests has 
been started. 
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Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children-Revised (WISC-R) 
(1974) 
H Rowe 

After consultation with the American publishers, a number of sub­
s titute items were prepared and incorporated into an Australian 
printing of the record form. A list of the suggested changes is enclosed 
with each Manual as Notes for Australian Users of WISC-R. 

Au tralian psychologists and users of WISC-R are providing in­
formation to ACER concerning the use of the test with Australian 
chi ldren. 

A small validity study a nd invest igation of norms with Australian 
child ren wi ll be conducted during term 3, J 975. A report should be 
ava ilable at the beginning of J 976. 

Music Evaluation Project 
J Bryce 

This project has been funded by the AACRDE. Work commenced on 
it in Janua ry 1975 . The aim is to produce a series of diagnostic music 
tests based on the Objectives of the Experimental Teaching Project, 
a research project directed by Professor Max Cooke at the Melbourne 
University F aculty of Music. Professor Cooke and Ms Bryce are joint 
Chief Investigato rs. To date a series of music teaching objectives has 
been written and draft form of a music reading and a pitch dis­
crimination test have been prepa red. Tria l testing has been arranged 
for September. 

TESTING PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 

NSW Primary Evaluation Program 
8 Johnson, E Watson, WT Renehan, ML Clark 

The program, which began as the NSW Basic Skills Testing Program 
in 1962, continues as a cooperative venture between the D epartment 
of Education and ACER. Under this program tests in math ematics~ 
reading, spelling, lis tening compre hension, and study skill s are dis­
tributed annually to a pproximately 1 OOO NSW government schools. 
As mentioned elsewhere in this report a revised reading test has been 
prepared and will be ava ilable in the 1976 program. 

During April J 975 normative data were collected for the spelling, 
listening, and study skills (reference materials) tests. The same tests 
will be renormed, for third term, in October 1975. The program will 
thus be in a posit ion to publish both first and third term norms for 
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all current tests at the beginning of 1976 (these are alr eady available 
for the mathematics tests) and for Lhe new reading test in August 
I976. The provision of these norms should enable schools to use the 
tests more flexibly during the school year. 

Victorian Primary Schools Testing Program 
B Johnson 

A a re ult of meeting held with members of the Victorian Education 
Department, a testing program using Basic Skills Test R (reading) 
and Test El (spelling) wi ll be conducted early in October in a sample 
of government primary schools. The purpose is to compare results 
with tho e from the 1967 program a nd to ascertain trends in some 
a peels of reading and pelling performance. 

Cooperative Scholarship Testing Program 
E Watson 

The program has agai n been conducted on behalf of a number of 
independent schools in all Australian states. Jn 1975, l 08 schools took 
part. The program is control led by an ad hoe committee of head­
master , headmistresses, and ACER staff under the chairmanship of 
Rev. H R Stevens. Te ts were administered, on 26 Jul y, to approxi­
mately 9 OOO candidate regi tered for cholarships offered by these 
schools. 

The examination i conducted at two levels: Level 1, for entrance 
next yea r to secondary school; and Level 2, for children advancing 
next year to third year of secondary school. It is adminis tered at the 
parti cipating schools and at centre set up by ACER in approximately 
50 rural and 20 overseas cities or towns. Tests a re m arked al ACER, 
scores standardized for level and state, and results returned to schools 
which then u e the test data to make their scholarship awards. 

ASAT Special Testing Programs 
P Thomson 

In the past twelve months ACER has tested over 2 OOO candidates 
applying for places in tertiary courses under some form of special 
entry provision. The majority of lhe candidates fell into the 'ma ture­
age' category and had been away from formal schooling for a number 
of years. The test employed was the Australian Scholastic Aptitude 
Test (ASAT) and in most cases performance on the test was used 
to screen out a group of candidates for interviews before the final 
selection was made. 
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Some fourteen tertiary institutions were involved in last year's 
program and there are indications that the number could grow io 
future yea rs. 

Miscellaneous Testing Services 
B Johnson, J Baldwin 

ACER has again provided upervision for a number of Educational 
Testing Service (USA ) examinations and advice to students requiring 
information about them. This seems to be a steadily growing commit­
ment and poses ome administrative problems. but we consider it 
desirable to maintain this link with ETS. A similar, but smaller, ser­
vice has also continued on beha lf o f the Psychological Corporation of 
New York. 

Test Publishing Services 
Advi ory and Publi hing Staff 

During the year arrangements were completed with the NSW Division 
of Vocational Guidance Services, Department of Labor and Industry, 
for the publication of the STlT (Sweet Techn ical Informat ion Test) 
a nd this is now on sale. Copy for the WASP (Weber Advanced Spatial 
Perception ) test is ready for printing. 

Negotiations have been entered in to with D r T yrer of the Queens­
la nd Univer ity, Medical P rofc sorial Unit, for the publication of the 
Queensland Aphasia a nd La nguage Test (QALT). 

ADVISORY SERVICES 

Psychological Services 
D M Brad haw, J Jenkinson 

Th is year has seen the continuation of the trend previously noted of 
a marked increase in the demands on psychological service created 
by the expansion of departments of psychology a nd special education 
courses in tertiary institutions. This is reflected in a sharp rise in the 
number of psychologis ts applying to be registered as test users, an 
increase of almost one hundred per cent in applications as compa red 
with 1973-74. The assoc iated rise in requests for information and 
advice has curtailed even further the amount of time ava ilable to staff 
fo r evaluative work. Effort in this direction h as been confined to 
editorial work on tests in publication and comment on tests either in 
preparation o r under consideration for publication. 
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The increase in demand has also led to considerable strain being 
placed on the part-time test librarian and consequently on professional 
staff who deal with loans in her absence. 

Ways of reducing this strain have been considered a nd some are 
being implemen ted. These include closing the test library in the test 
librarian's absence, a move which, so far, has been only partially 
successful , and encouraging institutions to e tabli. h their own test 
libraries, for which detailed guidelines are provided. It is hoped that 
these measures will have the ultimate effect of reducing individual 
requests. 

The reduct ion of individual consultation whether personally or by 
letter and telephone, on which a pproximatel y 66 per cent of avai lable 
time is at pre ent spent, wil l be more difficult to achieve al though 
the prospects of undertaking test maintenance or adaptation are not 
encouraging without a substantial reduction in time involved in 
consultation. The major problem will be in directing enquiries to 
other channels and reducing expectations of the ervices that can be 
provided by ACER. 

A direct consequence of increased pressure has been a lag in the 
publication of the Bulletin for Psychologists. Only one has been 
produced tbjs yea r, although a second issue is almost completed. 
A new psychological catalogue has been produced, previously pub­
lished annotated test bibliographies have been updated, and a lengthy 
bibliography on reading tests has been completed. Two di plays of 
tests have been prepa red, one for the annual conference of New South 
Wales School Counsellors, one for the 10th Annual Conference of the 
Austra lian Psychological Society. 

The assessment of qualifications has become a very much more 
complex matter, ma inly because of the increased number of pro­
fessional worker with overseas qualificat ions which do not fit the 
no rmally accepted criteria in Australia. Predominantly, these are 
guidance counsellors and reading pecialists. Specia l education courses 
developing in Australia present some of the same problems. Psycho­
logical Services staff have a growi ng conviction that te t classi fications 
need a fre h a ppraisa l. It is now some years since this was done by 
a broad committee. Furthermore, a need is seen for some defined 
support from the Australian Psychological Society in approving 
courses of training in specific tests for certain occupational groups. 
These courses are few at pre ent but are bound to increase in the 
near future. 

Some preliminary discussions wi th psychologists in Victoria about 
the need for updating existing norms and for the provision of 
Australian norms for over eas tests, suggests that there are many 
untapped sources of data that could be utilized , given a systematic 
approach. It is proposed to give as much attention as possible to this 
activity in the coming year and wherever possible to organize it on 
a continuing basis. 
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Educational Services 
P Jeffery. McBeaa 

Tbe servicing of enquiries made about testing occupies a substantial 
proportion of the time of educational advisory staff. We receive a lso 
many requests for advice on educational matters involving the use of 
teaching aids, remedial techniques, and in general ways 'what research 
says to the teacher'. 

In 1974 we wrote over 600 letters mainly to teachers in primary 
and lower secondary school classes, and a large volume of corre­
spondence was dealt with simpl y by sending a n Educational Catalogue 
or brochures with a com pliments card. 

Requests for loans from our te t library have nearly doubled in the 
last three or four yea rs. In accordance with general policy an increas­
ing emphasis has been placed on advising and encouraging institutions 
to set up their own test libraries, with the result that a numbe r h ave 
been establi hcd du ring the yea r. 

The increa ed involvement of ACE R in publication and distribution 
of materials in recent years ha made it necessary to evaluate new 
materia ls. Our evaluation of educational materials consists mainly of 
studies of materials which have a defini te research ba is and which 
have included some form of empirical evaluation procedures in the 
developme nt of the program a nd upporting aids. An evaluation of 
Perceptual Skills C11rric11lum by J Rosner has been mounted at a 
school in Colac but planned inter tate trials have not yet been estab­
lished due to supply difficultie ·. Towards A ffective Development 
( AGS) is being evaluated by a lecturer at a Queensland College of 
Advanced Education. The NSW Test Advisory Committee is evaluating 
several tests on our behalf. 

A steady flow of Review R eports on various materials h as now 
begun as reviews et up in a ll sta tes are being completed. These 
R eview Reports are appreciated by teachers studying materials prior 
to purchase o r in connection with fu rther studies. 

Advisory staff have ass isted other sections of ACER in test develop­
ment and with other projects by providing critica l comment on ACER 
tests and handbooks or those of outside authors. Two of the e involve­
ments in 1974-75 were to prepare the manuals for the Basic Skills 
Tests battery for release for general sale, and evaluation of Keymath 
( AGS) prior to making it ava ilab le for sale. 

The Advisory Services 8 11/leti11 No. 1 (General Information on 
ACER ), A Graded List of Tests and M aterials A vailable from ACER , 
and A CER Publications were updated and reprinted for distribu tion 
prima rily to fin al yea r tudents at teacher educat ion institutions 
throughout the country but also to teache rs via displays, teacher 
centre d istributions and other means. A number of service documents 
supplementing interim te t manuals o r providing informat ion for local 
users of overseas tests have been p repared. 
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An important aspect of dissemination activities lies in the liaison 
established with Advisory Teachers, Resource Centres, Education and 
Teacher Centres, personnel at Colleges of Advanced Education, 
Special Education Units and the like. It has proven valuable to spend 
a fair amount of time with suc h personae] as lecturers in teacher 
education institutions who assist us in informing teachers of instru­
m ents ava il able to them, by giving away our literature and relaying 
verbal advice from advisory officers. 

LIBRARY 
M A Findlay 

A concerted effort ha been m ade during the period under review to 
maintai n and wherever po sib le improve the efficiency of the library 
and its service to ACER staff. Library usage by staff continued to be 
maintained at a h igh level. The demands for interlibrary loans, i.e. 
material obtained from other librarie , have not increased, showing 
that the collection has continued to meet staff requirements. 

The library collection grew steadily during the year to 12 OOO titles 
wi th an average monthly growth of 80 titles. Development of this 
nature entailed constant maintenance of the stock with the necessity 
to keep the material current. Titles which were no longer relevant to 
ACER purposes were di carded. Olde r material which had bjstorical 
value to educational research wa transferred from the general library 
area to a closed tack. 

Much the same comment applied to the serials wh ich now total 
I 900 titles. Con tant review of their usage and relevance is made to 
determine the length of time that they should be retained. The more 
important ti tles a re reta ined indefinitely and bound for preservation. 

Use was made as usual of external sources. Close contact was main­
ta ined with the National Library of Aus tralia, Canberra, where the 
newly established Education Information Service carries out searches 
on the ERIC (Educational Resources Information Service) data base. 
The librarian attended a decentral ized profile writing semina r in April 
1975. where a group of twenty-five librarians were trained to a 
standard of profile writing which would be acceptable for direct 
processing into the E RIC data base. Use has been made of th i service 
and several ACER profiles are being processed. 

The library continues to prepare the Australian Education Index, 
which remains the major source of bib liographic information on 
Australian education. 

DISTRIBUTION SERVICES 

The Distri bution Services Division • is responsible for all functions 

• Mr E Mcll roy is Officer in Charge of the Division. 
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involved in our trading operations including inventory control , pro­
c urement of stock, invoicing, despatch of sales orders and ware­
housing; and for the provision of service facilities to other sections 
of ACER to receive, store and distribute subscription journals, testing 
program materia ls, library and test library loans, tria l testing items, 
etc. Over 23 OOO invoices were issued during the year to supply thf' 
21 54 L separate orders received and both of these figures a re the 
highest recorded in any one year. 

Excluding subscriptions to journals, the gross sales income was 
$954 05 1 after adjustments. This was 38 per cent above that for 
J 973-74. This is due to the th ree factors of increased number o f 
orders, increase in 'quantity' of average order, and higher price . 
It is estimated that half of the total increase is due to higher turnover 
and ha lf due to price increases. 

Increased income wa derived from each of the four broad classi­
fications of material sold: te ts and associated components, educa­
tional materials, books. and the special import or printing of items 
not catalogued or normally held in stock. Wh ilst the increase in the 
test area was of the order of 25 per cent, the greatest absolute 
increa e was in the sales o f educationa l materials, with an increase of 
68 per cent in income. lo particular this refl ected the higher sales of 
Peabody Language Development K its and it is apparent that these 
were influenced by the grants to disadvantaged schools. 

In aggregate, the income received from the saJe of ACER publica­
tions was $344 459 with $609 592 from non ACER publications. The 
latter figure includes an estimated $95 OOO from items reprinted by 
ACER under licence from the originaJ publishers. 

On a geographic basis, sales income was approxi mately in the 
population ratio of the States. On an institutional basis sales to 
government primary schools amounted in round figures to $ L 94 OOO, 
to government secondary school $84 OOO, non-government schools 
$83 OOO, universities $76 OOO. teache r education centres $3 7 OOO, 
education departments $305 OOO, other state departme nts $90 000, 
Australian (Commonwealth) departments $17 OOO and Other $72 000. 

The previous pattern where a limited number of items provided a 
relatively high percentage of our income has continued. The twenty 
most profitable items comprised thirteen tests and seven items of 
educational materia ls. The tests were: ACER Biology Tests Form 6 
and Form 5, Tllinois Test of Psycholinguistic Abilities, ACER AM 
Mathema tics Tests, eale Analysis of Reading Ability, ACER 
Diagnostic Chemistry Tests Form 5, Wechsler Intelligence Scale for 
Children. Progressive Achievement Tests Form A, ACER Primary 
Reading Survey Tests Form R, Standa rd P rogressive Matrices, 
Wechsler Pre-school and Primary Scale of Intelligence, Wechsler 
Adult Intelligence Scale and the Revised Stanford Binet Intelligence 
Scale. It will be noted that seven of the tests are educational and 
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six p ychological ; five a re ACER publications and eight a re non­
AC ER but four o f the e are reprinted under licence. 

The seven items of educational materials were: the four levels of 
the P eabody La nguage Development Kits, the Western Au tra lian 
Reading Development Scheme, the Programmed Reading K it, and 
tbe In div idual Mathemat ics Programme Kit C . A total of I 300 
Peabody Language Development K its and I OOO Western Aust ralian 
Reading Development Scheme K it were distributed including the 
supply of 400 WARDS kit lo the NSW Education De partment and 
200 to tbe Western Australian Education D epartment. The latter were 
ubject to a special price in accordance with the original publi hi ng 

agreement. 
The majo r additions to s tock during the year were the Bougainville 

K it, Naylor H arwood Adult Intelligence Scale, Understanding in 
Science Test, a nd the Au tra lian Test of Advanced Musical S tud ies 
following publication by ACER, and the Wechsler Intell igence Scale 
for Chi ldren ( Revi ed Edi tion ), and McCarthy Scales of Children·s 
Abilities from the Psychological Corporation. 

Only five books produced a n income exceeding $2 OOO in the yea r, 
viz: Reading Ai d Th rough the Grades, Listening Aids Through the 
Grades, Books for the Retarded Reader, D irectory of Philanth ropic 
Tru ts. and School a nd Ne ighbour hood. The income from the e five 
titles is more than fifty per cent of the to tal income of a pproxi mately 
$40 OOO derived from the sale of all books. Included in the total i 
an amoun t of $ 15 OOO credi ted to the Publ ications Fund as income 
resu!ting from the sale of titles publi hed by the Fund . A fter allocation 
of all a ppropriate costs addi tiona l to the cost of prin ting there was a 
deficit for the yea r of $9 653 in the Publica tions Fund. Basica lly th is 
is the result of a high un it cost rate a socia ted wi th a low production 
quantity and the im possibility of a n appropriate mark up on cost 
un!es the pr ice is et al a prohibi tive level. lt is also relevant that 
the complimentary dis tribution of each new title of some 180 copies 
was a cost to the fund o f books to a retai l val ue of $8 400 during the 
current yea r. 

The value of tock rose from $99 820 in 1974 to $ 16 1 200 at 
June 30, I 975. This reflects the higher cost of stock, increa ed stock 
levels necessary to meet the higher demand rate, and the addi tion of 
new items to s tock. T he total stock avai lab le represent about four 
months' sales with a small margin only over the lead time for 
replacement. Despite the sma ll margin a ve ry high degree of ex stock 
availability was maintained during the year. The total amount of 
material handled including local product ion involved 4 OOO OOO Test 
a nd Answer Sheets, 200 OOO Books, M anuals or single un it type items, 
4 OOO kits of materials and 2 200 'special' orders. 

Following a genera l revision of pricing policy in April 1974 as 
deta iled in las t year's report, all costs were kept under constant rev iew. 
There are three basic sources of supply of our stock range : items 
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published by ACER and printed in Australia, items imported direct 
from the over eas publisher, and items purchased from the Australian 
publisher or Austra lian agent of the overseas publisher. The prices of 
ACER published items a re based on the Au tralian cost of production, 
for imported items price are based on the landed cost and in t he 
third ca tegory a retail price is recommended by the Australi2n 
publisher/ agent. The operating cost of alaries, freight, overheads, etc. 
is a common element in each of the three categories. A major revis ion 
of the basis of pricing for ACER published items was implemented 
from April 1975 with an average inc rease of twenty-five per cent 
a lthough individual items were a mended by a greater or lesser extent. 
A n amended basis for the pricing of imported items was al o estab­
lished includi ng allowance for the devaluation of Australian currency 
in September, 1974. The price of certain imported items was changed 
from January 1975 and the balance from April 1975 in conjunction 
with the revised prices for ACER publications. With minor exceptions 
it is our practice to use the recommended re tail price where this is 
cstabli hed by the Australian publisher/ agent. The numerous changes 
in th i area have introduced practical problem with our Price Lists 
which have to be available because of the mai l order nature of our 
operations. A con iderable increase in the number of requests for 
price information or quotations prior to o rder bas become apparent 
during the yea r. 

A sa tis factory rate of profit has been maintained. The operating 
and supply costs were $72 1 OOO providing a surplu of income over 
expenditure of $233 OOO. Costs of the Advi ory Service divisions of 
$ I 02 OOO were met from thi surplus: the balance did not quite meet 
the deficits on the ACER's other activities. 

PUBLISHING 

Australian Journal of Education 

We continue to be indebted to Professor Debus and his colleagues at 
the University of Sydney who edit the Journal for ACER. Its high 
qua lity continues and its character as a journal for re earch articles 
become more not iceable as time goes on. 

Sub c ribers number now only some 2 700 as against over 5 OOO in 
1974: the new Journal of the Australian College of Education bas 
taken away most of the College members from the subscription lists. 

Costs have increased also, and a reduction has been necessary in 
the size of the Journal. We wi ll need to watch its costs carefully: 
rapidly increas ing pr inting costs, and the higher po tage costs, may 
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requ ire a decision to end its publication. Certainly in 1976 we must 
increase the subscript ion c harge by at least 20 per cent to cover even 
the increases already m ade in print ing a nd posta l cha rges. 

Australian Education Review 

lo August last we produced the last issue of the Austra lian Education 
Review to be published under the annual subscription arrangements. 
Future i sues will be sold as separate pub lications on a 'standing order ' 
basi . It is hoped that this move will solve some of the production 
and distri bu tion prob lems associated with the task of producing high 
quali ty issues in the Review series. 

Publishing Division Activities 
• D Maguire, A Ku mm 

Publi hing activ ity cont inued at a h igh level io all a reas. P erhap the 
year was notable for the ed itorial, artistic, and design effort required, 
not only on new tests such as the Early Screening Tests a nd A ustra lian 
Study of School Performance, but also on the mult i-media Social 
Science Kit, Bougainville: A Case S111dy, which was published in 
Februa ry 1975. Development and pla nning of the K it was by B M 
Bullivant, d irect ion a nd p laooiog by R T F itzgerald. research and 
development by Judi th Crosher, ed itorial resea rch by Anoe Kumm, 
a nd design by G A Coleman. 

Publishing's contribu tion towards the development of social science 
material i continuing in the form of assi tance in the prod uct ion of 
trial materials for the Aboriginal Case S tudy. 

During the year we final ized long-standing negotia tions for the over­
seas publication of an ACER ti tle. Objective Tests and Mat hematical 
Learning by Noel Wilson was publ ished by Oliver and Boyd in the UK . 
A publ ishing agreement covering the ACER AM Mathematics Series 
is immi nent and should result in a muc h wider distribut ion of these 
tests outside Australia. 

Books, Reports, Papers and Periodicals Published 

(a) books and reports 
A Study of Concrete and Formal Operations in School M mhem atics: 

A Piagetian Viewpoim by K D Collis ( ACER Research Series N o. 
95). 

School L eavers in A ustralia 1971-1972 by W C R adford and R E 
Wilkes ( ACER Research Series N o. 9 6). 

Testing for Student Selection at Tertiary Level by W M cD onell. 
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Career and Salary Structures of Teachers in Government Schools in 
tlte Australian States. Third edition August 1974, compiled by 
W C Radford and J Matthews; and fourth edition, August 1975, 
compiled by W C Radford and J Matthews. (Limited edition only.) 
In addi tion a Supplement to the thi rd edition was produced for 
in formation on ew Zealand structures. ( Limited edition only.) 

H ome Environment and School Study R eports by J P Kceves. 
No. 1 'Can Teachers Make a Difference?' Reprinted from: Council 

of Teachers' College Staff Associations (Victoria ) Teacher 
Education- The Way Ahead. 

No. 2 
o. 3 

No. 4 

·some Attitude Scales for Educational Research Purpo es'. 
'The Detection of Curvil inear and Configural Relationships'. 
'The Home, tbe School, and Achievement in Mathematics 
and Science'. 

No. 5 The Performance Cycle: Mot ivation and Attention as Medi­
ating Variables in School Performance·. 

Co111mo11 wealth Seco11dary Scholarship Exa111inatio11 Reports 
No. I 'Some Studies in the Validity of the CSSE Tests' by J D 

T homson and J P Keeves. 
No. 2 'Supplementary Analyses of the 1972 CSSE Tests U ing Little 

Jiffy M ark IV and Smallest Space Analyse ' by J D Thomson. 
No. 3 T he Effects of Coaching for the Commonwealth Secondary 

Scholarship Examination ' ( ACER). 
No. 4 'The P redictive Validity of the CSSE Test ' by J D Thomson 

and C W Slee. 

Assessment for A ustralia11 Capital Territory Secondary Sc/tools by 
Peter Thomson. A report for the Interim Schools Authority of the 
Australian Capital Territory. 

/ EA (Australia) R eports 1974: 
1974:4* The JEA Science P roject : science achievement in th ree 

coun tries- Australia. the Federal Republic of Germany 
and the United States. In lmpleme11tation of curricula in 
science education. Cologne: German Commission for 
UNESCO, 1974. (Pages 158-178.) John P Keeves. 

I 974: 5* Factors associated wi th learning science in Aust ral ian 
secondary schools. Comparative Education R eview, 1974, 
I 8, 2, 180-187. (June 1974.) M alcolm J Rosier. 

1974:6 Sex dif}erences in science and mathematics courses in 
Australia by John P K eeves and Alison D Read. 

(b) periodicals 

Quarterly R eview of A 11stralia11 Education (From Vol. 7 new title: 
Australian Education Review). 

• These Reports are reprints of articles from other publications. 
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Vol. 6 o. 4 'Finance in Education in Austra lia: An Analysis' 
by P Segall and R T Fitzgerald. 

Vol. 7 Nos. 1 & 2 'School and Ne i.ghbourhood: A Case Study' by 
R T Fitzgerald. P W Musgrave and D W Pettit. 

Vol. 7 No. 3 'Religious Studies in Austral ian Public Schools: 
An Overview and Analysis' by Alan W Black. 

Vol. 7 No. 4 'Educational Policy and Political Platform : The 
Australian Labor Government' by J K Matthews 
and R T Fitzgerald. 

Australian Ed11catio11 Index 
Vol. J 7 No. 3 September 1974, compiled by Mary Carrick. 
Vol. 17 No. 4 November 1974, compi led by M ary Carrick. 
Vol. 17 cumulation compiled by Mary Carrick. 
Vol. 18 No. I compiled by Mary Carrick. 
Vol. 18 No. 2 July 1975. compiled by Margaret A Find lay. 

! EA (Australia) Newsletter 
No. 3 August 1974. 

A CER Newsletter 
o. 22 September 1974 

No. 23 December 1974 
No. 24 March J 975 

(c) catalogue 

Psychological catalogue 

Tests and Kits Published 

(a) scholarship 

Cooperat ive Scholarship Testing Program. 

(b) tertiary projects 

Australian Scholastic Aptitude Test Series D , Books I and JI and the 
Western Austra lian version. 
Australian Test for Advanced Music Studies, Score Keys and Interim 
Manual. 

(c) testing programs 

SW Primary Evalua tion Program: Mathematic Test Norms. 
Test of Learn ing Ability grades 4 and 6: new Answer Sheet and 
Score Key. 

(d) diagnostic/ achievement tests 

ACER Chemistry: new Form V Series L : Diagnostic tests 6LA, 6LB, 
7LA. 7LB, 8LA, 8LB, 9 LB : Answer Sheet Booklet, Teachers' Manual; 
Achievement Tests lOL and JI L: Answer Sheet Booklet, Score Keys. 
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(e) early screening tests 
Auditory Discrimina tion, Consonant Recognition, Number Test, Figure 
Formation, and Directions for Administration. 

(f) experimental tests 
Understanding in Science Test by R P Tisher and L G Dale: Test 
Booklet. Answer Sheet and Teachers' Manual. 
Australian Study of School Performance Test. 

(g) vocational test 

Sweet Technical Information Test, published by arrangement with 
Department of Labor and Industry, NSW; Test, Answer Sheet, Score 
Key, and Manual. 

(h) kits 

Bougainville: A Case Study: 
Book J. Teachers' Guide; Book 2. The Study of Cultural Change: 
A Classroom Approach; Book 3, Data Book; Book 4 , Student Activity 
Book; Book 5, Source Book: Cassette-'Missionaries D iscuss Life on 
Bougainvi llc'. 'An Aropa Valley Land Dispute'; Colour slides; ABC 
Four Corners Film ' Bougainville-Scratchi ng the Surface' by arrange­
ment with the ABC. 

(i) trial materials 

Aboriginal Case Study Part 1 'Two D esert F amilies': Students' Book, 
Teachers' Guide. 

Reprints 

There were 243 separa te reprints during the year including School and 
Neighbourhood: A Case Study by R T Fitzgerald, P W Musgrave and 
D W Pettit (Vol. 7 Nos. I and 2 of Australian Education Review); 
Reading Aids Through rhe Grades by D H and E F Russell , and 
Lisrening A ids Through rhe Grades by D H and E F Russell. 

Publications in Production 

At the end of August 1975 we had in production two books, two 
periodicals, one report, five te t , and three advisory service bulletins. 

(a) books 

Through a Rear Vision Mirror by R T Fitzgerald (ACER Research 
Series o. 97). 

Reading Aids Through rhe Grades 2nd Revised Edi tion. 
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(b) periodicals 

Australian Educarion Index, Vol. 18 No. 3, September 1975. 
A CER Newsle11er, o. 25, J une 1975. 

(c) reports 
Validity of Descriptions of Children's Behaviour. Final report by 

R ichard C Bell and Isla M Stamp, with a contribution by Susan J 
Bell. 

(d) tests 

NSW Primary Evaluation P rogram: new Test R, Reading; 
M igrant Education Tests. 

Test of Perception of Scientists and Self by Richard T White and 
Lindsay D Mackay. 

Weber Advanced Spatial Pe rception Test: by a rrangement with 
D epartment of Labor and Industry NSW. 

Item Bank: Mathematics, Science and Social Science 1975 Trials. 

(e) advisory services publications 

A dvisory Services Bullerin No. I , 1974- 1975 edition. 
Graded lisr of tests and mareria/s. 
List of P11blicatio11s available from ACER . 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATIONAL 
ASSESSMENT (]AEA) 

The lAEA bas been establ ished, and activities are being planned. 
Recent meetings held in Geneva have initiated some international 
activities, in which we expect to be involved. 

STAFF MAITERS 

Director's Activities 

I have further curtai led during the current year my o utside activities, 
partly becau e of ill-health, partly because of the pressure of our own 
program. 

Scholarships and Fellowships 

Scholarship to Survey Research Center, Michigan-Mr K Ross 
Mr K Ross was awarded a re earch fe llowship by the AACRDE, 
which has enabled him to spend six months at the Survey Research 
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Center at the University of Michigan. The fe llowship covers some of 
his costs, but ACER is paying his salary and assoc iated costs while he 
is away. We expect him to contribute con iderably to the methodology 
o f urvey research o n his return . 

Spencer Fellowship--Mr M Rosier 
Mr Rosier will spend his st ud y leave in 1976 at Stockholm as the 
holder of one of the rare Spencer pre-doctoral fellowships. H e will 
work at I EA headquarte rs the re. 

Secondment 
Mr P Thomson is, by invitation, spending two month later this year 
as a consultant to the U DP/ UNESCO project-Promotion of 
Science and Technology-in Bangkok. 

Appointments and Resignations 

There has been rather less movement in our clerical a nd technical staff 
th is year, al though some retrenchments have been necessary. ln ou r 
Sa les and D istri bution division we welcomed M r Ala n Wilk ins as a 
second-i n-charge to Mr Mc ilroy. Ms Cooke was welcomed as Officer 
Supervisor in place of Ms Turnbull when the latter resigned at the 
end of 1974. 

O n the admini !ration side, Mr Drummond's five yea1 appointment 
ended in August la t, and his po ition was fil led by Mr Gundry. 

On the professional side we have welcomed M R yan. Mr D avey 
and Ms Becker to the staff of our test re earch and development 
d ivision, Ms Landeman. Ms Emmins and Ms Hoare to the Migrant 
Edu:ation project. and Ms J Kimpton to the Essential Learning About 
Society Project. 

Mr Sehoenhei mer has accepted a three yea r appoi ntment in charge 
of the Reviews and Comparative Education division, and Mr T om­
linson has joined the staff of this division as the senior ass istant. 

During the yea r we lost a number of professional members of staff. 
Dr Fitzgera ld left us in late 1974 to take up a position as a Vice­
Principal a t the State College of Victoria at Burwood. a nd Ms Segall 
left shortly afterwards for overseas. Ms Carrick left u also in mid-
1975 to take up a posit ion in charge of the resources centre at 
Burwood. M r P D i Leo's appointment in the project on aboriginal 
studies ended at the end of I 974, and Ms Read's for the s tudy of the 
IEA Population l V's a t about the same time. Mr D i Leo joined the 
Victoria n State Education Department. and Ms Read CS JRO. 

Mr Kings and Ms Grant left our test development group. the former 
going to the State College of Victoria, Rusden , a nd the latter to 
undertake a persona l research study. 

Ms O'Dea a nd Ms Tebble ended their appoi ntments in the Migrant 
Testing Project a nd returned to the Victo rian State D epartment : M 
Vine left that project for ove rseas, and Ms Cigler for an a ppointment 
in one of the Catholic teachers' colleges. 
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l o May, Mr Pettit completed his a s ignmenl with the School and 
Community Study, and took up an appointment at Burwood. 

Several of our seconded s taff also returned to other duties in their 
home tates: Mr Coleman to Victoria, Mr Schodde and Mr Connell 
to South Australia, M r H erschell to Queensland, and Mr J Thom on 
to Western Australia. 

Special Appointments 

Special appointments as set out below have been made for the projects 
shown . We appreciate the cooperation of the various bodies concerned 
in making the officers avai lable. 
Australian Study of School Performance: Lt Col Bourke- Dept of 

Defence-Army. 
Impact of Austra lian Science Education Project materia ls: Mr Owen 

- State College of Victoria-Melbourne. 
Australian Science Facilities Program: Mr Ainley-Stale College of 

Victor ia, Melbourne. 
Study of Schools and Leisure : Mr Fox-State College of Victoria, 

Melbourne. 

Special Secondments 
Australian Study o f School Performance 

We would not have been able to undertake th is tudy and to prepare 
the special te ts necessary for it, without the a si lance given by a 
number of institutions and persons. In particular, 1 would like to 
me ntion 

Mercy College. Ascot Yale: for seconding M iss Betty Fraser. 
Christ College, Oakleigh : for seconding Mr K Reed. 
State College of Victoria at Burwood: for seconding Mr C Browne. 
Education Department, Victoria : for econding Mr M H ammer ton 

from the Curriculum and Research Branch. 

Secondments-Other 

We have again been fortuna te to have the services of a number of 
seconded teachers. 

Mr J Thomso n remained with us until the end of 1974 before 
returning to Western Australia. and Mr Coleman from Victoria for 
the same period. 

The Victorian Departme nt of Education continued the secondments 
of M Lee and Messrs Cropley and Smith, and in 1975 seconded 
Mr K ee. 
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From Western Australia in 1975 we have also had the help of 
Mr Clarke (for one term) a nd Mr A llanson (for the full year). 

Lecturing and Other Commitments 

A number of members of staff lectu re in tertiary institution . 
D r Keeves has continued hi M aster' sem inar at the U niversi ty of 

Melbourne on educational envi ronment a nd achievement in school, 
and D r de Lemos hers on P iaget's contributions to the tudy of 
cogni tive development. 

Mr Rechter a nd l continued responsibi lity for a h alf year's BEd 
course in Mea urement at the same university. 

Mr Rosier and M r Ross have run a eries of lectures on educational 
tati stic in the BEd course at La Trobe University. 

M r Rowe meets regularly with members of the Victo rian Education 
Department's Committee on entry to chool and the detection of 
children 'at risk', and lecture on child development at the Institu te 
for Early Chi ldhood Development. 

D r Fitzgerald, until he left us, continued h is work as one of the 
Commi sioners in the A u tralian Govern ment's Study of Poverty. 
His part icular concern was Ed ucation. H e has continued that respon­
sibility in his new a ppoi ntment at the State College of Victoria at 
Burwood. 

D r Keeve continues as a mem ber of the Council of the Insti tute 
for Early Chi ldhood Developme nt in M elbourne. He is also a member 
of the ACT Education Autho rity's Advisory Committee on Asses -
ment. which is at present meeting month ly. 

M r Rosier has cont inued his involvement in the program of aid to 
disadvantaged sc hools in Victo ria, and as a member of the V ictorian 
Education Department's Supplementa ry Grants Committee for such 
schools. 

Mr Withers remains a member of a Committee for the Victorian 
U niversitie and Schools Exa minat ions Boa rd to consider the place of 
E nglish as a second language at t he H igher School Certificate level in 
Victoria. 

Mr Maguire i a member of the Australia n Book Publi hers Educa­
tional Promotion Commi ttee, and Mr M ci lroy represents ACER in 
the Booksellers A sociation. 

Further Studies 

As i customary. a number of members of staff are enrolled for higher 
degree . principally by thesis. 
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Conferences and Seminars 

Staff member have attended a number of conferences and seminars, 
some in their capacity as members of a professional association. other 
as repre entatives of ACER. I do not propose to list them in this 
report, but they continue to be an important ource of professional 
information and refreshment, for the most part ju tifying the expense 
incurred. 

Overseas Travel 

There ha been no overseas travel. since the last report. by c urrent 
mem ber of staff. 

Staff Superannuation 

We have not as yet been able to develop an improved superannua­
tion scheme; the Managed Fund proposed by A.M.P. did not prove 
acceptable to sta ff member . 

Visitors 

We have been pleased to welcome. for a brief two month period, 
Mr J itsai Padoongratana, from the UNDP/ UNESCO Project in 
Bangkok, who is participating in our test development and test 
edi ting work in order to help her in her duties in Thai land, where she 
is Supervisor in Educational Measurement and Evaluation, in the 
Department of General Education of Thailand, and also a specialist 
in the Eval uation and Testi ng Unit of the 1nstitute for Promotion of 
Science Teachi ng, which is one of the U nited Nations Development 
programs in Thailand. 

We have had as usual, a number of distinguished vis itors during 
the year. I would particula rly like to mention the pleasure we had in 
welcoming Mr J Watson, the Director of NZCER, on a recent visit. 

BUILDINGS AND ACCOMMODATION 
J M Drummond. C Noble, G Johnson 

The premises occupied by ACER staff in the main Frederick Street 
offices (owned), the rented offices on the fir t floor at 672 G lenferrie 
Road, a nd the cottage No. 20 Wakefield Street (owned), continue to 
provide adequate accommodation fo r present purposes. The lease of 
rhe part of 672 G lcnferrie Road formerly occupied by the Flight 
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Training Centre, the transfer of which to ACER was mentioned in 
la t year's annual report, terminated on 17 June 1975. Under the 
terms of the lease, the owner were notified that ACER wished to 
renew the lease for a fu rther term of three years : negotiations for the 
renewal have not been completed at the time of writing, but it is 
evident that a higher rent will apply. At present, there seems no 
likelihood of its becoming possible to develop the site of the main 
Frederick Street premises and car parks in order to provide accom­
modation for all the staff under one roof. 

The arrangements for the sale of the cottage at No. 3 Frederick 
Street to Swinburne College were completed during the year and the 
sale price was received. As ment ioned last year, it became apparent 
that ACER would not be able to use the cottage for any purpose such 
as offices, storages or car parking owing to zonal restrictions. 

FINANCE 
Accountant: P Staurenghi 

The financial year 1974-75 ended with a deficit of $ 15 OOO, of which 
$9 650 was auributed to the Publicat ions Fund. 

Costs of all kinds-salaries, wages, costs of services, travel , postage 
to name but a few-rose steadily during the yea r. Fortunately, many 
of the increases were covered by increases in project grants and 
se rvice contracts, and our income from sa les was greater than 
expected. Nonetheless, we face 1975-76 with considerable trepidation, 
and with the need to reduce our costs, and ou r number of support 
staff, very clear. 

General 

Total income from all sources was $1 872 OOO ( in round terms) and 
expenditure $1 887 OOO. 

The income included grants from government of $375 OOO, grants 
and service contracts for specific projects of $363 OOO ; and a sales 
income of $934 OOO excluding that from items in the Publications 
Fund-books, pamphlets, and the Australian Journal of Education. 

The principa l grants for specific projects included those for: 
• validity studies of the CSSSE tests 
• validi ty studies and o ther work on the Test of Advanced Mu ic 

Studies 
• study of school performance 
• study of school and community 
• eva.luation in the social sciences 
• preparations of materia.ls relating to infant care 
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• the evaluation of the introduction of ASEP materials to schoels 
• the study of adolescents and their education, for the Poverty Com-

mission 
• preparat ion of tests for migrant children 
• the evaluation of ioservice education in Victoria 
• the evaluation of the science facilities program. 

CONCLUDING COMMENTS 

The report shows a considerable volume of work completed and a 
steady volume of contin uing work. I would like to thank all members 
of staff for their contributions to the year's activities. 

lo particula r, I would like to thank the two Associate Di rectors, 
Dr Clark and Dr Keeves, fo r the heavy loads they have carried during 
the year, p art icularly duriag my absence on sick leave and since then. 
They would be the fir t to acknowledge the equal dedication and 
commitment by other mem bers of taff in their pa rticular roles and 
activities. The establishment of such new major projects as the 
Australian Study of School Performance, the ASEP and Science 
Faci lities Evaluation Studies, and the Leisu re Study, a we ll as a ltera­
tions in staffing, have required a great deal of Dr Keeves' time and 
expertise as a participant or con ultant in addition to h is usual 
responsibili ti es; problems of finance, budgeting, and the changeover 
in the appointment of senior executive officer, have required much 
more of D r Clark's direct involvement than in previous years­
particula rly in budgeting. I am grateful to them both for their 
competent acceptance of very heavy and exacting work loads. 
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ACER Staff 
As at 30 September. 1975 

DIRECTOR 
W C Radford, M BE, MA, M Ed, PbD , LLD (Hon), FACE 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS 
Measurement and Advisory 
ML C lark, BA, BEd( Hons), PhD, MAPsS, MACE, AAIM 

Research and Curriculum 
J P K eeves, BSc, D ipEd, PhD, fil dr (Stockholm) , MACE 

SENIOR ADMJNISTRATIVE OFFICER 
N J Gundry, AASA, AFAIM 

GENERAL RESEARCH AND CURRICULUM 
M M de Lerno , MSc, PhD 
M J Rosier, BSc, M Ed 
HP Schoenbeimer, BA, AEd, MEd, TPTC (part-time from 4.4. 1975) 
l J G Ai nley, BSc, D ipEd. BEd. M Ed (from 1.7.1975) 
M Ayres, BA, D ipEd, STD ip (part-time) 
2 S F Bourke. BSc. BA, BLitt 
1 D W Fox, BA(H on ) , DipEd (from 18 .8. 1975) 
1 J M Owen. BSc( Hons). DipEd (from 3.2. 1975) 
F Headlam , BA, Di pLib 
P. Larsen, BA, TPTC, TITC (part-time) 
J K Matthews, BA, DipEd 
K N Ross, BSc, BEd 
C Slee, BA(Hon ) , DipComSc (part-time) 
D Tomlinson, BA, BEd (from 7.4.1975) 
A W right, BA, DipEd, L Th, MACE 

TEST RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND SERVICE 
W Renehan, BA, BEd, MAPsS 
P Thomson, BSc 
a p LAllanson, BEd (from 28. 1.1 975) 
J Baldwin 

1 Seconded from Melbourne State College 
2 Seconded from Department of Army 
3 Seconded from Education Department of Western Australia 

55 



M Bauen, BA, B Ed (part-time) 
R Becker, DipGenS ( from 20. l .1975 ) 
J Bryce, BA, BEd, DipEd 
4 M Cropley, BSc, TSTC 
R W Davey, BA (from 2 1.2.1975 ) 
5 J Eiby, BA(H ons) , AEd, MACE (from 22.9.1975 ) 
J M Foyster, BSc( Hons), TSTC 
B H ay, BA (Hon ) ( part-t ime) 
B Johnson, BA, D ipEd 
"- K Kee, BSc, BEd (from 22.1.1 975 ) 
J Kim pton, BA (Hons) (from 3.3. 1975) 
"- M Lee, BA, BSc, TIC 
K Piper, BA(H ons) , DipEd 
H A J Rowe. BA (Hons) 
M J Ryan, BA (from 11.11. 1974) 
u S Sjoberg, BSc (from 8.9.1975 ) 
E Watson, BA 
R Wines, BSc, DipEd 
G P Withers, BA, ACCT 
R E D abke. Staatsexamen, Dr Phil 
J Emmins, BA (Hons) ( from 28.1.1975) 
E Hoare, BA. TPTC (from 10.2.1975) 
0 C Lademann, BA, D ipEd ( from 28. 1.1 975 ) 

ADVISORY SERVICES 

Educational 

P Jeffery, BA, TPTC, MACE 
N McBean, BA, DipEd 

Psychological 

D M Bradshaw, BA, DipEd, MAPsS 
J C Jenkinson, BA, MAPsS (pa rt-time) 

Test Library and Reference Materials 

P Burns ( part-time) 

LIBRARY 
M Findlay, ALAA 
A H ylands (from 20.2.1975) 
B J Sega r ( part-time) 
D Whithear, BA, DipLib 

~ Seconded from Education Department of Victoria 
5 Seconded from Education Department of Queensland 
u Seconded from Education Department of Northern Territory 
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PUBLISHJNG 
D Maguire, HNC 
A Kumm 
D Sewell, DipArt (part-time) ( from 19.12.1974) 
4 R F Smith, DipAdvtArt, TICMA 
E Scott (from 5 .5. J 975) 

ACCOUNTANCY 
P Staurenghi, BA, BCom 
P L Arnold (part-time) 
M Crisp 
T Wilson 

ADMINlSTRATION SERVICES 
C R Noble 
G Johnson 
M Palmer 

SALES AND DISTRIBUTION 
E P Mcllroy 
M E Clarke 
S D ymond 
M Engellenner (part-t ime) 
B Fulton 
P Gale 
J Grace (from 2.4. 1975) 
J Harding 
I Miller 
RM Muir 
J E Prior 
S Shepherdly 
A Wilkins (from 1.7.1975) 
J Wilson 

SECRETARY TO DIRECTOR 
KA Saunders 

SECRETARIES TO ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS 
M Balloch 
G Dobell 

4 Seconded from Education Department of Victoria 
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GENERAL SECRETARIAL AND OFFICE SERVICFS 

AD Cooke 
J Abbott 
Y Allen (part-time) 
B Anderson 
W Boyce (part-time) (from 28.7. 1975) 
J Clark 
0 Cowan (part-time) 
C Graafmaos 
J V King (part-time) 
E Krizos 
D Parry 
B Ra.iola (from 13.5.1975) 
J Ramus 
D Stephen (from 2.12.1974) 
M D Webb (part-time) 
I Wiseman (part-time) 
J Wright 

CLERICAL AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS 
C Bayley 
ED Cooper (part-time) 
M Corfe 
M Pawsey (part-time) 
M Peel 
M Young 
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Contributors to Council Funds 

The Council acknowledges, with thanks, the followi ng contributions 
received during the financi al year ending 30th June, 1975: 

Australian Governments: General Grants for Research 
Australia $187 500 
New South Wales 7 1 498 
Victoria 51 750 
Queensland 27 488 
South Australia 16 759 
Western Australia 13 500 
Tasmania 6 502 

$374 997 

Special Grants: 

Grants to specific projects made by: 

The Australian Advisory Commitee on Research and Development 10 

Education 
The Australian Departments of Education 

Labour and Immigration 
Social Security 
Tourism and Recreation 

The Curriculum Development Centre 
The Austra lian Advisory Committee on Child Care Research 
The National Committee on Social Science Teaching 
The Ministry for Aboriginal Affairs-Victoria 
The Inservice Education Committee Victoria 
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State Ins titu tes for Educ a tional 
R esearc h 

Nature and Function 
The State Institutes a re a utonomous bodies, each nominating one 
representative to the governing body of the Australia n Council for 
Educational Research, and cooperating closely witb it when occasion 
requires. In 1956, at a meetin g held in Melbourne, the e representa­
tives formulated the following statement of the nature and functions 
of an T ns titute. In general , as the reports prin ted later will show, they 
carry out the functions in different ways and with d ifferent emphases. 

'The object of the lostitute i to act as a learned body devoted to 
the promotion of study a nd resea rch in education, emphasizing the 
scientific stud y of educational problems, by means of the fo llowing 
activities : 
A Disseminating 

( i) research, ei !her 
(a ) the results of specific pieces of research done by mem­

bers; or 
( b ) reports on the collection of research information; 

( ii ) opinion and accounts of pract ice in education. 
B Pa rticipating in 

( i) the discussion, pl anning and criticism of research projects, 
( ii ) the active carrying out of research projects. 

C Es tablishi ng areas of contact with other educational groups.' 

Membership on Council of ACER 

The term of office of an Institu te representative on the Counci l of the 
ACER is four yea r , and the dates of appointment are arranged to 
provide a continuity of membership of the Council. 

NEW soum w ALES 

New South Wales Institute 
Office Bearers: 

Patrons: Professor C R Mc Rae, Sir H arold Wyndham 
President: Dr J L Sheppard 
Vice-Presidents: Mr D A Trathen, Mr LA White ma n, Dr KE Sinclair 
Hon. Secretary: Mr WR Johnston 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr D R Thew 
Librarian/ Research Officer: M r G D Hermann 
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Assistant Editor, Aus1ralia11 Journal of Educatio11: Dr J L Sheppard 
Delegate to A CER: Professor J A K eats 
Allernative Delegate: As ociate Professor R Debus 
Addi1ional Co111m i11ee Members: Associate Profe sor R L Debu , 
Professor J A Keats, Dr R W Rawlinson, Mr J Shellard, Professor 
D Spearritt, Dr D Thew 

Meetings 

April 1975. Dr D S Anderson: 'The Uncertain Futu re of Tertiary 
Education' . 
May I 975. Associate Professor P Adams: 'Tertiary Education in Two 
Worlds: Canada and Australia'. 
June 1975. Dr H Campbell : 'The Emerging CAE'. 
Ju ly 1975. D r H Maddox and Associate Profe sor John P owell : 'The 
Role of Tertiary Education Research Centres'. 
August 1975. D r Ann McAloon: 'Evaluation in Elementary and 
Secondary School Mathematics'. 
September 1975. Mr J J Pratt : 'The D evelopment of Advanced 
Education in ew South Wales' . 
October 1975. Dr G R Meyer: ' Innovatory Teaching Programs at the 
Te rtia ry Level'; and Associate Professor E. Richardson: 'Implications 
of the Second TAFE Report-Technical and Further Education'; and 
Mr G D Hermann: ' Review of Recent Reports on Tertiary Education ' . 
November 1975. Dr R W Rawlinson: 'Perspectives on Tertiary Educa 
tion in Australia: Past. Present and Future'. Annual General Meeting. 

Alteration to Constitution 

At the Annual General Meeting of the Institute held on the 1st 
November 1974, it was re olved that the annual membership fee 
would be inc reased from two to three dollars and that in addition 
members would be requi red to take a subscription to the Australian 
Journal of Education at the special rate applying at the time. 

Membership 

As at 25 September 1975 there were 173 financial members of the 
Jnstitute compared with 193 last year. Membershi p of the Newcastle 
Branch is currently 51. 

Newcastle Branch 

Office Bearers: 

Chairman: Dr D Keats 
Vice-Chairmen: Mr J Bennett, Mr G H Duncan, Mr C G Elliott 
Hon. Secretary: Mr J Mc]vor 
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Hon. Treasurer: Mr L Pennington 
Librarian/ R eseard1 Officer: Mr R Milne 
Committee M embers: Associate Professor K CoUis, Mr J Foster, 
Professor J Keats, Mr R Rowe 

Meetings 

September 1974. Dr G E Kearney: 'Current Educational Problems 
with Aboriginal Australians'. 
October J 974. Mr M Koder: ' An Innovation in the Practical Training 
of Student Teacher '. 
December 1974. Mr K Hepworth : 'School Evaluation'. 
March 1975. Mr N Baker : 'M.A.C.O.S.-Man a Cour e of Study'. 
April 1975. Mr E Braggett: 'Pre-school Education : I ts Contribution 
to Cogni tive Development and Later School Attainment'; Dr Keats, 
Professor J Keats, Professor Bigg , Associate Professor Coll is, Dr 
Miles: A Full Day Symposium of Speakers and Workshops on 
Educational Research: Mr R Heading: 'The Kodaly Method of 
Teaching Music'. 
June 1975. Professor W P Robinson: 'Critique of Bernstein's Theories 
of the Effects of Language Deprivation' (Combined meeting with 
APsS) . 
July 1975: Two day Conference on Cognitive Development. Confer­
ence speakers: Associate Professor J Goodnow, Dr A O'Keefe, Pro­
fessor J Keats, Associate Professor K Collis, Dr Seggie, Miss Jurd. 
August 1975. Dr W Taylor: 'Recent Developments in the Education 
of Teachers'. (Combined meeting with A.C.E.) 
September 1975. Dr Arno Bellack: 'Language of the Classroom'. 
October 1975. Dr D Keats: Chai rman's Address. 

VICTORIA 

Office Bearers: 

President: Dr L W Shears 
Vice-Presidents: Mr G Bradshaw, Dr G Allen 
Hon. Secretary: Mr A J Nattrass 
Hon. Assistant Secretary: Mr K Hall 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr F Hindley 
Executive Members: Mr G J Whitehead, Professor B Crittenden, 
Ms J Russell, Ms I Palmer, Dr R G Rowlands, Ms A Ridsdale, Mr 
H Hobbs 
(P.E.T. Group Representative: Mr T Holland ; Professor R Tisher 
invited to replace Professor Crittenden July 1975.) 
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Meetings 

March 1975. Annual Meeting. Mr D M McDooell : 'The State College 
of Victoria-Present and Future'. 
April 1975. Mr R Pitts and Ms R Hoadley: 'Parent Involvement in 
educational decision making-fact or fiction'. 
June 1975. Frank Tate Memorial Lecture. Professor J I Goodlad : 
'Curriculum Making-By whom and for what?' 
October 1975. John Smyth Memorial Lecture. Professor P Robinson : 
'Mastery of Language-Myths and Muddles'; Theodore Fink Memorial 
Seminar: 'Education for a Multi-racial Society'. 
November 1975. Dr G Reid: 'Teachers and Bureaucracy'. 

G. S. Browne Prizes 

Educational Re earch Prize: 'Characteristics and Performance of 
Second Year Engineering Students in Victorian ColJeges of Advanced 
Education-A Follow-up Study' by Mr B C H orne, Academic Regis­
trar, Gordon Institute. 
Educational Practice Prize: No award. 

Entry conditions for the G S Browne Competition have recently 
been broadened to encourage applications and to reflect the increase in 
innovative work being undertaken in schools. Restrictions on reports 
prepared for examination purposes have also been deleted. 

VIER Bulletin 

Bulletin No. 34 was published in September, and No. 35 is expected 
before the end of the year. 

Financial Membership 

In October 1975 there were 403 members. 

Groups of the Institute 

With the exception of the Regional Groups these have continued to 
function effectively. Particularly effective programs have been con­
ducted by both the Primary and Secondary Education Today Groups. 
Country (Regional) group activity is much reduced th is year. To a 
large extent th is seems to reflect the vastly increased resources now 
available for inservice type activity within the State. 

QUEENSLAND 

Office Bearers: 

Patron: Mr W Wood 
President: P rofessor B Watts 
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Vice-Presidents: Mr W L H amilton, M r A W Jackson, Ms D Rich­
mond. 
Hon. Secretary: Mr E Cassio 
Executive: Mr N Alford, Mr N Ander on, Ms N Beer, M r G Ivey, 
Sister Joan Mary, Mr I Smith, Mr R Warry 
R eprese111a1ive to A CER : Dr S A Rayner 
Assistalll Editor. A ustralian Journal of Education: Dr B McGaw 
Hon. A ttditor: Mr C E Anstey 

Meetings 

April 1975 . Dr N H art (H ead of the D ivision of Child Studies at 
Mount G rava tt College of Advanced Education. Brisbane): 'How do 
they ra te? A Comparison of some current introductory reader and 
chi ldren's language'. 
J une 1975. Professor S Dunn (Chairman of AACRDE): 'The History 
and fu nctions of AACRDE'. 
September 1975. Mr Donald Moyle (Principal lecturer in Read ing and 
Language Development, Edge Hill College of Education, England): 
'Implications of the Bullock Report- A Language for Life'. [This 
meeting was co-sponsored with the Queensland Council of the Tate r­
national Reading A sociation.] Dr R D Strom (Professor and Chair­
man of the Department of Elementa ry Education, Arizona State 
University): 'Play Research in Early Childhood Educat ion' . 

Membership 

At 1 September 1975 there were 184 member . 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA and TASMANIA 

The South Austra lian and Tasmanian Institutes held no publ ic meet­
ings and engaged in no other activities during 1975. 
Their nominees to the Council were 

South Australia: Mr R S Coggins 
T asmania: Mr N Behrens 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Office Bearers: 

Patron: M r J Barton 
President: Mr R G Peter 
Vice-President: Mr J Liddelow 
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Hon. Secretary/ Treasurer: Mr N Tuckwell 
Hon. Auditor: Mr R Phillips 
Committee Members: Mr M Angus, Mr C Cook, Dr A Stewart 

Meetings 

October 1974. Dr J Lake (Senior Lecturer, D epartment of Theory and 
Practice, G raylaods Teachers' College) : 'Some Variables lofluencing 
the D evelopment of Student Inquiry Behaviour'. 
November 1974. Dr A S Ryao (Curriculum Branch, Education 
Department of Western Australia): ·Scoring for Part ia l Knowledge' . 
March 1975 . Aooual General Meeting. Dr R Latham (Assistant Vice­
Principal, Claremont Teachers' College): 'What You Know if You 
Can Read-Cognitive Synthesis aod the Comprehension of Wri tten 
L anguage'. 
April 1975. Dr J Ingram (Claremont Teachers' College): 'Speech 
Perception and Language Disabilities in Young Childree'. 
June 1975. Dr J M Collies (Vice-Principal. Mount Lawley Teachers' 
College) : 'Parenta l Atti tudes to Co-education'. 
July 1975. Mr M Woodworth (Lecturer in Psychology, Churchlands 
College): 'Simulation in Open Education Teaching Methods-An 
Aspect of Behaviour Based Learn ing; Professor S Dunn (Chairman 
of the Austra lian Advisory Committee on Research and Development 
in Educa tion ) : T he Work o f the AACRDE and its Operation' . 
September 1975 . D r M Lee (Senior Lecturer in Psychology, Clare­
mont Teachers' College): 'Teacher Expectancy and Special Education'. 

Prizes 

The R G Cameron Prize for Educational Research, sponsored by the 
WAIER was awarded for 1974 to Messr M Helm and B Vanderburg. 
The WAIER prizes for the best Students io Education aod Psychology 
for 1974 were awarded to: Ms G Watts of Churchlands Teachers' 
College; Ms J Taylo r of Seconda ry Teachers' College; Ms M F rance 
of Graylands Teachers' College; Ms Thayer of Cla remont Teachers' 
College; Ms J D awes of Mount Lawley Teachers' College. 

Membership 

The membership io September 1975 was 102. 
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