Australia’s reading results

within the international context

The new report, Progress in International Reading Literacy Study: Australia’s results from PIRLS 2021,
reveals how the average reading performance of year 4 students in Australia compares to other countries.
The data below provide a summary of the overall performance of year 4 students in PIRLS 2021 in terms of
the mean scores recorded In each country, the confidence interval**, standard error (SE) of the mean, and
the range of scores between the 5th and 95th percentiles.

Range 5th
Country to 95th Distribution of PIRLS reading scores
percentiles
Singapore 587 3.1 284
Hong Kong SAR DL LA 276
Russian Federation 567 3.6 235
England * S i 25
Poland 549 2.2 2o0
Finland 549 2.4 243
Sweden 544 2.1 261
8  Chinese Taipei 044 2 L]
-E Czech Republic 540 2.3 242
E Bulgaria 540 s 293
= | Australia * 540 22 270
E Norway (5) 539 2.0 243
S Denmark 539 2.2 240
2 Italy Sl 0 219
Macao SAR 036 1.3 232
Austria 030 A 229
Slovak Republic 529 2.7 253
Netherlands ST, gl ol
Germany 524 2] 252
Spain S| 2.2 226
New Zealand 521 2.3 293
Slovenia 520 1.9 il
Portugal 2t 2.3 237
Malta S1E 2.7 277
Serbia 514 2.8 244
France o014 6 UL
8 Albania o3 3.1 256
£ Belgium (Flemish) 511 23 219
|
<< Cyprus o011 29 faols]
.E; Israel * 510 gl 290
S Turkiye 496 3.4 285
3 Belgium (French) 494 27 240
Montenegro 487 1.6 283
North Macedonia 442 53 296 R
Azerbaijan 440 3.6 291 N
Uzbekistan 437 29 267 Nl
Oman 429 37 358 |
Kosovo 421 3.1 278 i
Brazil * 419 53 400 ]
Iran, Islamic Rep. of * 413 4.9 B -
Jordan 381 54 373 BE
Egypt 378 54 360 R
South Africa * 288 4.4 430 | IR
F%Héo 260 360 460 560 660 760 860

* Countries and educational systems conducted the assessment 1 year later than originally scheduled.

FIGURE 2.1: Mean scores and distribution of PIRLS 2021 Year 4 reading performance across countries

** The confidence interval provides a range of scores
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