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This podcast from Teacher magazine is supported by Child Play Therapy at Deakin
University. Deakin offers a range of workshops and masterclasses for your
professional development. Our annual 2-day Foundations of Child Play Therapy
workshop will provide you with practical skills to apply in your current teaching or
counselling practice and is also a great introduction to this innovative approach to
mental health in children and adolescents. Visit deakin.is/play (http://deakin.is
[play) for more information.

Hello, thank you for downloading this podcast from Teacher magazine - I’'m
Dominique Russell.

In this special episode I’'m joined by Dr Alan Finkel, Australia’s Chief Scientist, to talk
about his most recent final report, titled ‘Optimising STEM Industry-School
Partnerships: Inspiring Australia’s Next Generation’
(http://www.educationcouncil.edu.au/site/DefaultSite/filesystem/documents
/Reports%20and%20publications/Publications/Optimising%20STEM%20Industry-

School%20Partnerships%20-%20Final%20Report.pdf). We speak about why
partnerships with STEM industries can be beneficial for students, and how schools can
work towards implementing such a program.

Dominique Russell: So, in the beginning of the report, some important terms that
are often interpreted in different ways are outlined. Could you define ‘enterprise
skills’, ‘STEM skills’ and ‘digital proficiency’?

Dr Alan Finkel: Sure, Dominique. When we started this process, | was overwhelmed
by the plethora of terms and the inconsistency with which they were used. So
through our panel on the forum we decided we’d tackle that and we managed to
reduce the critical terms to three. STEM skills, digital proficiency and enterprise
skills.

Now, STEM skills, those are the deep discipline skills that reflect themselves in
knowledge and ultimately in careers. Such as a molecular biologist needs to know


















Podcast: STEM industry-school partnerships - Teacher

70f7

This podcast from Teacher magazine is supported by Child Play Therapy at Deakin
University. (http://deakin.is/play) Deakin offers a range of workshops and
masterclasses for your professional development. Our annual 2-day Foundations
of Child Play Therapy workshop will provide you with practical skills to apply in
your current teaching or counselling practice and is also a great introduction to
this innovative approach to mental health in children and adolescents. Visit
deakin.is/play (http://deakin.is/play) for more information.

Thinking about your own school context, how have you worked towards
increasing the value of your STEM education? Have these plans ever involved
collaborating with people outside your school community?

Dr Alan Finkel suggests involving an ‘intermediary’ organisation, such as a
University or TAFE, when establishing a STEM industry partnership. How would
you go about developing such a partnership?

The full report is available for download
http://www ioncounci ite/Def ite/fi m
[documents/Reports%20and%20publications/Publications

[Optimising%20STEM%20Industry-
School%20Partnerships%20-%20Final%20Report.pdf) (4.90 MB).




