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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report is about student-workers. The youthful part-time workers encountered in supermarket 
delicatessens, hot bread shops and fast food stores throughout Australia in the 1990s are very likely to also 
be full-time secondary school students. Over the past two to three decades, the increasing number of 
students who combine study at school with part-time employment outside of school hours has been widely 
observed, although estimates of how many school students have jobs vary greatly. Furthermore, while the 
trend has been well recognised, its implications have frequently been overlooked. Consideration of the 
student-worker phenomenon gives rise to a number of questions about the incidence, nature and potential 
effects of part-time work among teenage school students - issues that should be of concern to students, their 
parents, educators (both policy makers and practitioners) and the wider community. The first of those 
issues - the incidence of students who have part-time jobs during the school year - is addressed in this 
report. 

 

Most previous Australian studies of student-workers have been small-scale and localised, producing little 
indication of the overall extent of student labour force participation at a national level. While data from the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) do not suffer from this limitation, those data cannot be used to tell us 
anything about the personal characteristics of school students who are also part-time workers.  By contrast, 
Youth in Transition (YIT) provides a large-scale data base which can be used to investigate such matters.  
In particular, the focus in this report will be on answering these questions: 

• how many students have part-time jobs? 
• how much time do they spend in those jobs? And 
• which students are most likely to be involved in part-time employment? 

 


